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PREFACE. 


In prerteiithig the followiiig Work to Uio public, 
it may be doeiuecl ju’opor that I hliould })i'otaO(‘ 
It by givnig bOinc account of my prcvlniM can'or, 
uiul of tlio iv/ibouh uud (’ircumstaucos wbirli h'd 
to my Travclb in Wcnloru Africa. 

I was borji in the year bS()5, ol' Imiublt* 
parcutugCj ou the iariii of t!uUloch, uoai* Klrk- 
ouclbvight^ ill Nortli Critain. 1 h.'uk a very 
early period^ a* strong predilection for a mili- 
tary life, being of robust health and an athletic 
frame. In 1822 I therefore enlisted in tlie 
First Regiment of Life Guards j the dlvscipline 
and appeamnee of whicli are, I may say, iiniver- 
bally admired. During tlio hours not dcvoteif 
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to mUitary diUioS;, 1 niyj^oir to \\u) oiil^ 

tivatioii of the art of <lr«uviiig aiul i)alntHig, \n 
■which I attained yome pndlciencvt and a(‘quivcd 
also considerable knowledgt^ of nuH^haiib’s, all 
of whicl] I found of great .service to me when 
I afterwards bcC/aiiic a traveller. 

After serving sixteen years in this distlngaisli<?d 
regiment, T foil anxious for a field oi' greater 
cntcr])rlHe^ and therefore ohiaiiied iny discharge, 
on Iho (iuiidlLions of tlic lulo good e.onduet war- 
rant, (iarly in 18 ,‘i!). In eoiis(M|nenee (jf nirrl- 
torioim bcrvlt'.e, I ubiuiuod the uppointmeni oi‘ 
inaater-at-arms in the late expedition the 
JNiger, In this nnfortuiuUe enlor])rlhe, I nar- 
rowly escaped tlic nielancholy fate of ho nuui> 
of my brave and tiileiiled countrynunu Oi’ 
iipwards of thvco hiuidred, not more than livi‘ 
escaped ! When at hjgga, on the Niger, I volun- 
fceered to proceed up that river, with a f(jw natives 
only ; but, on account of the hiercMHing niidviicHs 
of the Europeans, the project was abandoned. 
Before the Albert^ indeed, had descended the 



Niger nearly all ol' lliein wove oilher nttacLrtl 
by the fever or were dead! The s(‘asou was 
declared by the natives theinselvcrt to ))e pur- 
ticiilarly hilab even to them. 

On my arrival at Fernando Fo, T was inysell‘ 
attacked ^Yith fever, which so seriously aftcctctl 
a wound that I had previously received in luy 
leg,^ tluit gangrene conun cnccd, and was only 
cheeked by the application of a powerful ;mi(k 
which do&tn)yed the pari ahected. At this time 
uiy siWlcrlngs wore extreme; part of both bones 
of my leg was enlircly denuded of ■fl(3ah a little 
above ihe ankle-hone. 1 sirongly desired to have 
the diseased lini!) ampul aied, but having already 
lost uuicb l)loodj and the climate Fernando Po 
))eing unfavourahle to siicli operations, (iu iliel, 
it was couBidered that it might prove hitab) my 
medical fiaends, Drs. M^Willinm and Thompson, 

1 was wounded at the Cape do Yerd Klauds ty tlic nattscH, 
while aiding my men, upon whom they 'were aljont to make a 
murderous attack. On letroating, one ot them tlu’cw a poisoned 
arrow at me, whicli I parried from luy face and body, hut whudi 
struck my leg. 
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promised lo pcrldviu it I f4ioulil arriM' lU 

Asocurtum. The ollnuite oi’ lliat i^ unuT 

superior tf) any (itle'v mi iho eoa^^ Atneio 
Fortiimitcly, by ihe uuivinittliij*; aitentiou oi’ <he 
medlcul oflicerSj and the kindness ot b'emmuiitler 
Fishbonnic, my wouiul and my giiiKU'uI lienlth 
uuick improved duriug my stay tliere* From itt- 
rfcriouB uatnrCj liowovim, I returm^il ti» iMighmd 
in an emaciated condiiioiu Having lui luridly a 
very rohusi, eonslli utiois, I rajiidly reeoivTed; 
hill m\ limb lU'ver eiilirolN regnlued Im Ibrnier 
^strength. 

This, hu'wevev.did not prevent me ivom ollering 
luy services lo the Uoyiil (Jeognijdileul Soeuuyi 
lo proceed lo AlViea and penetralo (o the Kong 
Mouuhims from ilio AVost C'oiihI, the iiiu’nithe 
of which journey 1 now have (he ph'a^iu’e id 
suhmiitlng to the rciuh'r, i ought io add llia(, 
the {Society' provided me with (he neeessary 
instruments and instructions; and that the Lords 
of the Admiralty directed that I should have 
^ free passage to Cape Coast. Tlic country I 
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tniveraed liml boon bit hoi to untrodden ]>y uny 
European travellov; and rcuclLod an iav as 18 (j' 
North latitude, and 1*' ,‘V Euhi longitude. 

Ill couclurfion, I beg to state, lluifc the lloyal 
Geographical Society tuul several oilier gentle- 
men liberally contributed funds in aid ot luy 
enterprise, for which I cherish the warmest 
feelings of gratitudo. 


FrATiiAH Uiii,, 


JOHN DUNCAN. 
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the Ooiintr wUli DiratoB— Leone —Dr, FergiiBon — Ui\ 
Olcliiehl, his Hospitality— Gave Cliaso to a Bni')pose(i Blaver — 
Capo OoaBt— Governor Hill — Cape Coast CasUo. 

The Lords of the Admiralty Jiavhig given orders 
that I should have a free passage to acy port of 
the west coast of Africa^ and Lord Stanley having 
also provided me with letters of introductioa to 
the governors of the different settlements at the 
Gambia, Sierra Leone, and Cape Coast, with 
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orders to render me every assistance in tlielr 
power^ and being also fiirnislTied vrilli letters by 
Mr. Baucliiiell, of the Foreign Office, to the dif- 
ferent Commissariats on the coast, requesting them 
to render me assistance, I made preparations for 
my departure forthwith. The Geographical So- 
ciety had kindly furnished me with the necessary 
instruments to make my geographical observa- 
tions, and with the maps of Africa; and, in a 
generous and delicate manner which I sliall never 
forget, presented me with a small sum of money. 

I now, therefore, merely waited for an official order 
to proceed by any vessel which might be directed 
to take mo. This order soon arrived^ and I wont 
on board tlic Cij(juet brig of war, Captain Layton. 

I was received by the captain and tlio rent oi' 
the officers in the most cordial manner. After 
getting my luggage, however, on board, another 
order was forwarded from the Admiralty, trans- 
ferring me to the Promethnis steamer, Captain 
Hay, then under orders for tlie Gambia witli 
money. Accordingly, my luggage was put on 
board the last-named vessel, and on Sunday 
afternoon, the 16fch of June, 1844, I and my ser- 
vant, William Stevens, went on board at Spit- 
head, where the several vessels, tlic St. Vhicmt^ 
Prometheus^ and Cij^net^ were riding at anchor 
near each other. I was received in a very land ® 
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mamicr by Captain Ilay and Lieutenant M’Greyor, 
and the other officers of the P rontetlieus* 

I must not forget to meutlon that Captain 
Johnston assisted me in obtaining a kno-vvlcdge of 
the sextant, and Lieuteuaut Raper presented me 
with a copy of his valuable work on Practical 
Navigation.” Captain Johnston, moreover, came 
on board the Prometheus at Portsmouth to request 
Captain Hay to make me as comfortable as pos- 
sible, as well as my servant and my dog. 

At four o'clock on Monday morning, June 
17 til, we weighed «anchor (witli steam up), taking 
the Cijgnet in tow as far as Plymouth Sound. At 
a late hour on Sunday night Captain Ilay uriGx- 
pectedly received despatclios ordering liiiu to go 
to Tangiors and GlbraUar, tiL wlilcli 1 felt 
not a little disappointed, for I luul fully expcclcd 
to have an opportunI(y of visiting the ibhmd of 
Madeira, and of seeing my friend and coiuilryman 
Mr. W. Gordon, whose kinchicss I had already 
experienced. However, my disappointineiit was 
fully compenaated by being thus allowed to 
visit Tangiors, off which we anchored on the 
23d. As Captain Hay had despatches for the 
Governor, I had an opportunity of going on shore 
for a few hours. 

On landing I was stopped by several Jews as 
well as IMoors offering their scr\dcea to show me 
B 2 
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tlie town and inarlcct^ this day (Sunday) hcing 
their principal niarkct-day. The town of Tan- 
giers is strongly fortified towards the sea, hut 
quite defenceless from the land. The houses ai'o 
generally square, and nearly flat-roofed, and the 
whole town is built on a steep declivity towards 
the bay. There is no regularity in the streets. 
The main street is from tho bay, or landing- 
place, close to which is tho custom-house. It 
is about a quarter of a mile in length, narrow, 
crooked, and very badly paved, with shops on 
each side, similar to the butchers’ shops in Eng- 
land, but not so clean. This street leads through 
the centre of the town to the outer wall, imme- 
diately behind which tho market is held, The 
market-place is in a hollow immediately behind 
the town, but not enclosed in any way. It ap- 
peared to be well supplied with cattle and meat. 

In the market-place meat may he purchased at 
per pound, but a duty is paid upon every 
article of consumption taken from the town to 
any other country, unless for the British navy. 
Vegetables arc also very cheap, now i)otatoes 
(very fine at this season) are about one shilling 
per bushel ; large oranges twelve a penny. The 
market is a miniature Smithflold with respect to 
cattle, owing to the great number of horses, 
camels, and asses, used in bringing goods to it, as 
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'well as bullocks, sliccp, and goats for sale. All 
goods are transported from one i)1iicg to 
another on beasts of burden. I observed a great 
number of fowls at a dollar per dozen. 

Their method of storing grain, in case of 
its not being sold or in case of rain, is veiy 
simple. At short distances from each other In 
the part of the market arranged or alloiied for 
the sale of grain, holes ai’e dug, about four or five 
feet scpiare, and the same in depth, into ‘svhlch 
the corn is deposited until the next market-day. 
These pits are lined with wood, and when the 
grain or other goods are deposited, the cover is 
sealed by the market officer or sheriff, who re- 
gulates the price of every article of consumption 
exposed for sale. 

The foreign iiihabiiauts consist of various racofa, 
chiefly from Trance, Spain, Portugal, luid Eng- 
land 5 the fewest in niunbcr arc English, compris- 
ing only the English Consul’s cstahll&hnicnt. With 
the escei:)tion of the native Moors, the French 
and Jews arc the moat numerous, and their 
character is the same as I have found it in 
all countries wherever I have met them. The 
moment you set your fool on shore you are as- 
sailed by a host of Jews and Moors, eager to 
direct you to theii* houses to trade with them. 
The Jews are generally most successful, being 
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more civilized than the Moors. They speak good 
English, as well as many other languages, and 
most of the Moors who can speak Eiigllsli or 
French, are employed by the Jews as cads” to 
direct strangers to their employer’s house. If 
they find you at all impatient at their solicita- 
tions, they invai’iably invite you to go to their 
house and drink a glass of wine witli them. If 
you deal with them, you are supplied with a glass, 
or even two, but are sure to jmy for it in the 
price of the article purchased. If you should 
not purchase any thing, whatever wine or spirit 
happens to be your choice, they arc sure to 
bo in want of, or it is so bad tliat tliey cannot 
recommend it ; yet upon tlie whole they are ])rc-* 
ferable to the Moors. If you have money they 
treat you with great civility. 

Their houses are remarkably clean, and their 
dress is very simple and graceful. Both male and 
female Jews dress in the hloorish fashion. They 
seldom seat themselves otherwise tlian on a mat. 
Upon my entering a Jewish dwelling, In a hall 
on the left-hand side, the occupant’s daughter 
was seated busily engaged in sewing. She was 
certainly one of the most beautiful and graceful 
women I ever beheld, and readily offered to 
shake hands with me. On the opposite side of the 
entrance-hall lay a heap of wheat. The latter no 
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doubt for salcj and probably the former also to 
be disposed of in the matrimonial iiiiub'ct. On 
entering an inner apartment, 1 was introduced to 
the rest of tlie family, five in number, all remark- 
ably clean. In (be corner of Ibis apartment was 
a young man, about twenty years of ago, appa- 
rently a Moor, who showed article after article 
for sale, as a liawker would in England. Amongst 
the articles exhibited were Erencli and Spanish 
cottons, morocco slippers of various ])iitlerns, silk 
girdles beautifully embroidered, and ladies’ reti- 
cules of a very rich pattern, also beautifully em- 
broidered with gold, on velvet of various colours, 
chiefly green or red. 

I observed during my short stay only two dif- 
ferent kinds of trade pvaciihcd in Tanglors “-shoe- 
making and gun-making. Tlie giiu-nuilccrs blu>\Yed 
much ingenuity, considering the clumsiness of 
their tools : they even twist their barrels. In 
general, I cannot speak very favourably of the 
cleanliness of the Moors, as compared witii the Jews. 
Their streets are very dirty,— sheep-skulls, horns, 
and other parts of different animals, being thrown 
into the streets; and on the outer skirts of the 
market-place may be seen a number of dead dogs 
and kittens, which have been carried tliere aud 
left to perish, for they have not the humanity 
to put them to death by any other means. 
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I had an opportunity of yisitlug the Swlbs Cou- 
surs garden^ which is laid out with conbldcraUo 
taste, aucl aboiUKls with fruit, among which I 
observed very fine oranges and citrons, and re- 
markably fine figs. There is also a buiial-groiincl, 
where Christians of all nations are interred, 
amongst which were pointed out by my Moorish 
guide the graves of an Englisli family, consisting 
of a father, mother, and two children, who had 
been robbed and murdered by the Moors, 

I was informed by several of the inhabitants 
that it is very dangerous for any stranger to pro- 
ceed more than a mile or two fiom the town, unless 
attended by a mounted soldier, ivlio Is appointed 
by the Governor, and receives a dollar per day. 

The cactus grows here wild, and of gigantic 
size; although in the iimnediatc vicinity of the 
town little vegetation is ai)parent. Of the luinor 
class, the orange, citron, and saffron shrub, with 
some large aloes, arc the chief plants I obscrvcch 
The place seems altogether poor ; but from infor- 
mation I obtained, it would appear that trade was 
much better some time back, before many of the 
Jews left the place on account of the disturbed 
state of the country. In fact, the inhabitants are 
now in hourly expectation of the French blockading 
the town. There is at present a Spanish frigate 
at an chor abreast of the town; aucl since we dropped 
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anclior this morning, a French man-of-war steamer 
has arrived and anchored near the Promelhi U6\ 

The Jews here make a good trade hy changing 
English money. They deduct three shillings in 
the sovereign for exchange, and at Gibraltar, two, 
— a serious disadvantage to English visitors. 

Mules and asses seem of all animals most used 
as Leasts of burden. The hloorisli market-women 
have a very singular appearance, owing to their 
dress, which consists of a piece of thick woollen 
cloth, the same as a blai\kct, which envelopes 
the whole of their body, and entirely concciils 
their faces. From the slowness of tliclr pace, 
and tlielr figure, excepting the colours of their 
dress, one miglit imagine them part of a luneral 
procession. Tlic men arc generally tall and inuh- 
ciilar, though not fieshy, and strict iVlahoinodniw. 

At six in the evening we weighed aiu'hor, got 
steam up, and sailed for Gibraltar, where sso 
anchored about nine o’clock. I was truly gniii/ied 
at having an opportunity of visiting this place, 
which is, indeed, one of the wonders of the world. 
Wo carried despatches from the Consul at Tan- 
giers to the Governor, Sir Eobert Wilson. On 
the following morning, the 24th of J unc, I went on 
shore to see this impregnable rock, of which it 
would he presumption on iny part to attempt a de- 
scription, since it has been done hy abler pens than 
n 3 
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iiune ; but I will merely give an account of tlic 
treatment received by myself and two of tlic young 
gentlemen belonging to tlic Prometheus from 
some of the inhabitants when on sliorc^ which T do 
principally to remove those prejudices against them 
which are sometimes entertained by the Englisli- 
In fact^ I had formed a very different opinion of 
tho Spaniards from what I found them to deserve* 
I had determined to reach the summit of that 
tremendous rock; and for that purpose I ascended 
by a zigzag path, passing several strong batteries^ 
all commanding the town and bay* When wo 
had gone half way to tlie top, wc fell in witli 
a laigo gipsying party (as ii would Iiavo been 
1 ermed in England), keeping holiday in memory 
of St. John, at the entrance of a largo cave, 
in front of wiiidi a sort of platform had been 
formed, as it seemed, by the joint work of Nature 
and Art. As it completely commands the town 
and shipping, it was, douhtJo^^s, at some foz/ner 
period used as a battery* I was struck with 
the free, lively, and generous inauuer in wliicli the 
whole party received us. Their number was about 
a hundred ladies and gentlemen, with several 
children. On our approach, we wore cordially in- 
vited to join them, and parlakc of their refresh- 
ments, which they had in abundance. Their table 
was formed by a finely wrought grass mat, spread 
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in the entrance of the cave, wliieli is about tea feet 
high in tlic centre, and about twenty feet wide. 
In the centre of its mouth is a basaltic column, 
resembling those in Fingafs Cave. From this 
elevated spot, we commanded a view of tbe town 
of Gibraltar^ its beautiful bay filled with shipping, 
among Avhicli we observed the W %r spite with the 
Vesmhis and Prometheus steamers. The towns 
on the opposite shore of the bay were all perfectly 
visible; and the surrounding country, with its 
majestic mountains, formed a splendid scene. 

The liveliness and hospitality of the party 
we met here gave me a very favourable notion of 
the inhabitants of Gibraltar. If other Spaniards 
are like these, I think they arc among the giiycsfc 
and hap2)icst poojdc in existence. Aflci’ par- 
taking of some wine and other rcfrcalunciiLs, wo 
were invited to join iu a dance, and asked what 
dance we should like to see performed, Fiiglisli 
or Spanish. The ladies performed Loth with ad- 
mirable grace, highly set otF by their simple and 
graceful dress and fine figures, which give them a 
decided superiority over any other people I have 
seen. Their small feet, elasticity of action, and 
unafiected ease of manner, arc certainly deserving 
of admiration. Their dark hair neatly plaited in 
two braids hanging down the back, with a small 
curl near the eye on each side, pressed close to the 
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temple, with their dark biit bright expressive eyes^ 
ivory teeth, and fine features, reminded me of 
Lord Byron’s descriptions, I was also struck 
with their remarkable abstoniloiisnoss ; the women 
drink no wine, or any fermented liquor, except 
at meals, and even then seldom without water. 
The men arc remarkably civil and obliging, and 
almost as abstemious as the women. Though it Avas 
a holiday I did not sec one intoxicated. After 
several dances had been performed for our amuse- 
ment, we proposed to go up to the top of the 
mountain, and the whole party immediately A'^olun- 
tccrcd to accompany us. Every thing Avas there- 
fore got ready without delay; the asses Averc 
saddled, and a basket or cradle Avas attached to 
cadi, in Avhidi the youngest of the olnldrcu Avero 
placed. As soon as all was ready, the Avord of 
command, March 1” was given by the caplaln of 
the party, the iDroccssion being headed l)y two men 
playing on guitars. 

The path, though very rough and steep, was 
quickly ascended; and even along the brink of 
precipices the ladies and children passed Avithout 
shoAvlng the lease alarm. After a rather fatigLilng 
journey avo arrived at the summit of one of the 
two highest peaks, on Avliich is a look-out house and 
a strong battery. On looking over the outer Avail 
of tills, the sight Avhich presents Itself is really 
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terrific, for the rock is here ij[uite pcrpciKllouhir 
from the base to its summit. 

After resting for about a quarter of an hour, 
we rc-ascended the rock for about half a Jiiile, till 
wc came to the path leading to the second 2^eak, 
^vhen we began our second ascent, and in about 
twenty minutes reached the signal-house, at the 
highest point of the rook. Among the artillerymen 
stationed there I met with one of my country- 
men, McDonald, a native of the Isle of Sky. 
He is a sergeant or sergeant-major of artillery, 
and is allowed to sell wines and other liquors. I 
was desirous to treat our party on arriving liere : 
but none of the females would take auyihing 
but water, and the men could only be j)rc vailed on 
to drink one glass of cither porter or wine. When 
the younger ladies ]iad perrunued a few favourite 
dances, wc descended tlic rock as far as the moutli 
of the cave, where wc again luilted fui' about 
ten minutes. Dancing was here renewed; the 
cloth was again laid, and a very luxurious repast 
was set before us. The evening being now flxr ad- 
vanced, wo were obliged, with regret, to take our 
leave of this ha2)py and most agreeable party. 

On the following day, while ^vc were getting in 
the requisite quantity of coal, I had an opportu- 
nity of visiting clifFereiit parts of the town, which 
appears to be strictly governed. Every house is 
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visited by the police^ before ten o’clock a.im.j to 
see that it has been thoroughly cleaned^ — a regu- 
lation which xnight be advantageously adopted in 
our own overgrown metropolis. Even the poorest 
of the inhabitants are remarkable ibr their clean- 
liness. Their linen is exceedingly clean. 

On the 25th we hove our anchoi’a and I 
left Gibraltar with niucli regret. Nothing of 
importance occurred during our passage to the 
Gambia. The weather was finej and I received 
such kind assistance from all the officers^ particu- 
larly from Captain Ilay^ as I shall never forget as 
long as I live. Upon liis learning that I had for- 
gotten iny tclcscoj^Cj he very Lindl}^ prcfot'iitcd ino 
with a very good poclcot-ghibs. 

On the Cth of July wo arrived at ilxe Cbiiubin, 
and anchored abreast of the town of Bathursb at 
twenty minutes past eight in the evening. On the 
following morning I saAv with much regret the 
Wilberforce steamer lying partly dry, the tide 
ebbing and flowing into her. She formed a strik- 
ing contrast to what she was when I left England 
in company with her in the Ill-fated Niger expe- 
dition, About ten o’clock a.m. I went on shore, 
accompanied by our sailing-master and pursei’, 
and visited several European merchants and 
official gentlemen, as well as the Governor, for 
whom I had letters ; all of whom treated me with 
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every mark of kiiuliicss, particularly Mr. Qiilu^ 
wko took great pains to show me every tiling of 
interest in Batluirsfc. 

This settlement is not large; tlie lioiises are 
good^ and 'vvcll constructed for a warm climate. 
Behind the main town are a considcrahlc number of 
conical huts, very close to each other. Upon the 
wliolcj Bathurst seems well adapted for trade^ and 
capable of being greatly improved. As far as 
I could judge^ it is in a thriving condition. It 
is much visited by Mandingos for the pxrrpose 
of trade, Those arc a peculiar race, easily dis- 
tinguished from any other^ being tall and tliiU;, 
very acilvc^ and very black. Their skin is ai)- 
parently not so moist as that of some other Airlcan 
tribes ; but their head is very singularly funned, 
tapering from the forehead upwards, to a narrow 
ridge along the crown. As this was the sowing 
season, fruits were not plentiful. Some bananas, 
cocoa-nuts, ground nuts, and other small fruits, 
were all that conld be obtained. 

We here received intelligence of the mas&acrc of 
part of the crew of the Courier^ William Vaughan, 
(which loft Bond on 29tli April, 1844,) on the island 
of Arguin. On the 19th of May, it appeared, they 
got sight of land a little nortli of Cape Blan co, and 
on the 20th rounded the point or cape, and entered 
the bay of Arguin, when suddenly the ship got into 
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two fathoms water. Upon this the masior lasianily 
ordered the helm hard a-port, but before tlie ship 
could be got round she struck at three p.m. at high- 
water and spring-tide. Fifty tons of ballast wore 
Uow thrown overboarth and at two on the following 
day, she being got olF, the chief mate was sent to 
sound a-head, but ivas often obliged to anclior, 
owing to the incorrectness of the charts. Ho an- 
chored with the long-boat under the island during 
the night, owing to the heavy sea running ; but as 
he was rounding the point to return to the slup, he 
saw two natives and a white man coming towards 
the long-boat. The white man hailed the l)uat in 
English. 

They again rounded the point to take in their 
countryman, upon which the two uatiYCs beat him 
unmercifully with bludgeons. One of the Jilnglish- 
inen then ran back to the boat and procured a 
musket, which he presented at the two natives, 
on wldoli they run off. Upon I’caeli- 

ing the poor Engllshuian, the mate and incu be- 
longing to the Gourur ascertained that the baiTjue 
Margaret of London, had been plundered at tlio 
Same place in the month of May previous, that 
almost all hands had either been murdered or taken 
prisoners, and that, besides himself, four more men 
belonging to the Margaret were still alive upon 
the island undergoing every hardsliip. 
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The commander of the Coariery upon being 
acquainted with this fact, made up his mind to 
ransom liis countiyinen, and for that purpose made 
proposals, which were agreed to; but after the 
natives got possession of what they asked, they 
made a second and a third demand, and ultimately 
com];)elled the boats’ crew, by firing upon them, to 
get into their boats, leaving their property behind. 
The Courier's boat had got a small brass gun, 
which they fired on this occasion ; but it recoiling 
to leewaid, a man was shot and fell in the same 
direction, upsetting the boat with ten men, all of 
whom were cither drowned or killcch The 
natives then got possession of the boat, and were 
actually coming alongside the Courier with her 
own boat to plunder the ship, wlicn fortunately 
the boat came broadside on, and the master got a 
gun to bear and destroyed her. lie tlicn as soon 
as possible slipped his cable, and, with only four 
men, sailed for the Grambia, Avhere I saw him. 

I cannot help thinking that many masters of 
merchant-vessels run into great danger, and incur 
risk to their owners, without any chance of doing 
any good, merely to obtain a name for them- 
selves, Had the master of the Coimer sailed for 
the Gambia, and communicated with the authori- 
ties there, no doubt a man-of-war would have 
been despatched to Arguin, and the crew of the 
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Margaret recaptured. If Arguin should prove to 
be a lorofitahle speciilatlou m regard to the Guano 
trade, some pennaneiit protection must be afhuxlcd 
by the Goyernment, 

It Is generally believed that tlie Emperor of 
Morocco is cognisant of all the ijiracics committed ; 
and if this be SO3 why not make him answerable, 
and take so much territory from him upon every 
outrage perpetrated by his people upon British 
property? If tlie Frencli Government did tlie 
same, an end would soon he put to all such 
piracies. 

On the 8Lli of July, at two r.M., wc sailed from 
the Gambia for Sierra Leone, and anchored at 
Free Town on the llih, in ilio ovcjfmg. We 
anchored close to my old ship tlie Alborg of the 
late Niger expedition, now commanded by Liout» 
Cockroft. 

On the 12th, in the morning, I went on shore, 
and delivered my official letters, and moi witli a 
most cordial reception from cveiy one. Dr. Fer- 
guson was acting Governor at that tlincj ho is a 
most excellent man. Here I was very agreeably sur- 
prised to find my old friend Dr, Oldfield comfortably 
settled. He was one of my most intunate friends 
many years before I left the First Life Guards. 
I found him still the same, and stiU possessing the 
same generous heart. Long may it beat tran- 
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quilly! I had many hospitable invitations; but 
accepted that of my friend Oldfickb who kindly 
opened his house for mo during my stay herCj and 
gave two large dinner-parties in respect to my 
presence. lie also kept an excellent horse at my 
service during my stay. He keeps four of the 
best horses in the colony. I must be iingratefub 
indeed, did I ever forget his kindness. I also 
experienced great kindness from the Eev. Mr. 
Dove, of the Wesleyan Missionary Church, The 
country is beautiful, and capable of great im- 
provement; and I cannot help thinking that if it 
were cleared for some distance, it would be much 
healthier than it is. 

On the 1 7 th wc sailed for Capo Coast ; and, on 
the 21st, at daybreak, a sail svas reported on our 
starboard bow, which from licr appearance was 
supposed to be a slaver. All hands wore In 
anxious expectation of a prize; every glass or 
telescope in the ship was put in requisition to 
ascertain what cmft she was. She changed her 
course two points, which occasioned still more sus- 
picion. Consequently, steam was ordered on (we 
were before only under canvass) as quickly as possi- 
ble, and the fires were backed up, so that we were 
in a few minutes in full chase of the supposed 
slaver. Wc gained upon her very fast, although 
she set every stitch of canvass, and in an hour and 
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a half we were alongside. All her guiiF woi'o ruu 
outj and ready for action^ and every luan at hU 
q^uai*ters. But^ to our great disii]^ipoinluientj she 
turned out to he a French tcu-gun brig. In «() 
dirty a condition as Cjulte to disguise her, so that 
we never suspected she could ho a ship-of-\van 
TJie whole of her stern bulwarks were covered 
over with bamboos, and slie altogether resembled 
a palin-oilcr. She was named the Eglantine. 

At ten A.M, on tlic same day avo anchored oflF 
Cape Coast, and on tlie moraing of the 22d I 
went on shore, and called at the fort doUvor 
zny official papers from Lord Stanley to I he 
Governor. I was, iioivever, infonned l)y his seonj- 
taiy, that his Excellency Governor Hill luid not 
yet risen. I then waited upon Mi*. T. TIuttoji, 
a merchant at Capo Coast, to wlioin T liad IcttcrH 
of introduction. Tie received me with ewery nairk 
of kindness, and allotted to myself and bcrvant an 
elegantly furnished house, with servairts to attend 
on us, assuring me that I was heartily Avclcomo to 
any thing in his house, I afterwards called upon 
Govei'nor Hill, and presented Lord Stanley’s 
letter, on Avhich he wished me success in aiy 
arduous undertaking, but never once asked me 
where I intended to remain, or whether I had got 
my luggage ashore, or how I was accommodated. 
After visiting the fort, however, I felt very glad 



•VYKSTEIIN AFUrCA. 


21 


that I had escaped such accommodation, or rather 
imprisonment. Governor Maclean, it appeared, 
upon his departure, took all his private furniture 
with him. Nothing consec|uently remained but 
the bare walls, and a few of the commonest Wind- 
sor chairs and plain tables, as the furniture of the 
Governor’s apartments. In fact, any part of the 
fort at Cape Coast far more roscmblcs a prison 
than many of our prisons in England, 
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Attacked by Fevor— Death of my Servant — j\tr. IluKou — 
Buildings in Progiees l)y him— Indolence of the Natives — 
Cheapnesa of Living— The FanLcoa— Tlieir Siiporatition— De* 
scriptiou of their Idol or Fetisjh — Thoir Oustoma or llolida}H 
— Native Music — llinn, th(*ij* favoni i to Liquoi Pi t)cccdinga on 
ocmion of a Death— Mode of Bui ml -The King's Cimtom or 
Holiday — Ohauictuv of tUo King — ^ly Jicccptioii by bn 
Mujesty — Coinpiimtivoly negbu’lt'd by (he IStilidi (iovemnu'nt 
— Ketinli lIonHCH— Native I'hineialri iVanl of Nalin.il A nee 
tion — Tlio Vain Ousloin- -^Dio Iho uomI/ »>1 (lie 

African Tiibofl — Their 1 bnver of Imitation Wild Annual i 
The Thiiahoo — OrauHc and SaudHUnus -Tho llutcU HeKln 
meut of Blmina— A duo Field for Botanista Slate of Agia- 
cultiiro— Dxttofisivc Heat— MosMiigc to tUo King of Aabantce 
— Oattlo— Ai’bi/an« mucii wanted— Murtlcr of au AHlunUeo 
Woman. 

I HAD tlic good fortune (o l)c lodged in the 
quarters at Cape Coast, where I reuiauunl till the 
most favourable season for travelling liad eoiiio on, 
and also till I had gone tlirongli luy rioii^oiiing 
fever, with which I was attacked a few days aftei- 
my arrival, as well as my servant, who, poor 
fellow ! sank under it. Although the greutosL 
attention and medical aid was afforded to him, lu‘ 
died on the 4th of August, 1844, at a time whoa 
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I waa so ill myself lliat INIr. Hutton would not 
allow my attendants to uuilce me acquainted with 
it till four days after it occurred. Of my own 
illness, though it ^ras very severe, I can scarcely 
remember any thing, as I slept nearly the whole 
of the time. The late Governor, Mr. Maclean, 
^\ho at the time had hot left Caj^e Coast, was 
remarkably kind and attentive to me. His de- 
parture was very much regretted, as he had given 
great satisfice tion to the merchants while he was 
Governor. 

During my stay there, Mr. Hutton was building 
two very fine houses, one at Cape Coast, and Uie 
other in the wood-laiifl tract about two miles to 
the north of it, on a spot commanding a beautiful 
prospect over a vsalt lake, about three quarters of 
a mile distant, witlitlie sea, near Eliniiia, beyond it. 

lit this country, where manual labour is requisite, 
the greatest difficulty exp crloi iced in getting the 
people to perform it as they ouglit. My attention 
to these undertakings for the space of two months 
gave me a very good opportunity of forming a fair 
estimate of the character and habits of the nativos 
at Cape Coast. 

Mr. Hutton had, at the time of iny arrival, 
about one hundred hands employed, and I can 
conscientiously affirm that fifteen Englishmen 
would have done considerably more work in 
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any set time than these himclvccl Fautocs. Tfie men 
are, i^ithoirt exception, of all the i\lVieaus 1 lun'O 
yet seen the laziest and dirtiest. They seem iu 
every respect inferior, botli in body and luiud, to 
their neighbours, the Asliaiitces. They arc re- 
inai'Icably dull of ooinpreliension, and, unless con- 
stantly watched, will lie Iclown and do nothing. 
Even if one of the party is appointed as foreniaii 
to the rest, he will be just as idle as the others. 
They seem to have no idea of anything like 
conscience. 

Some time ago Mr. Iluiton supplied \m la- 
bourers with whocll)arro^YS to cumvey the HtotU) 
from the quarry to the luiilding tlu’y wmi working 
at; but instead of wheeling the barrovvlul of 
stones, tliey put it upon their lieadHjdtuduring 5t wai 
harder work to wheel the barrow than io carty it. 
Tliey will go the distance of a nfilo to the quarry, 
and come hack, perhaps twenty in a gang, with 
one stone, not weighing more tlum nine p(Mmd>s 
each, upon his head, so tedious is ihoir inaniun* ol‘ 
building, nor will they be put out of their own 
way on any account. As tliey can live almost 
for nothing, their only motive for working is to 
procure what they consider luxuries, sucl} as ruin, 
tobacco, and aatmi, the name they give the cloth 
tied round their waist. They can live at the 
rate of a penny a-day upon yams or cassada 
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(manioc) and wlilch is renmrkaljly cheap. This 
penny, and now and then a shilling, is earned by 
one of their wives, of whom they have sometimes 
several. The wife goes into the thickets witli a 
cliild tied upon her back, and returns with a bundle 
of wood upon her head, which she sells in the 
town. All the drudgery, in fact, is done by the 
women, while their lazy husbands lie stretched 
outside of their huts smoking. 

Tlic Fan tees arc very superstitious, and one 
party or another is daily making Fetish^ (perform- 
ing a religious service) either for the advancement 
and success of some business in which they are 
interested, or invoking a curse upon some person 
who may have thwarted tlic oflect of their fctisli. 
For instance, if any person full sick, the head 
fetish-man summons all his relations to meet on 
a certain day, at a certain time, to iry by their 
fetish whether the sick man will recover ; but if 
a surgeon attending him is successful in making a 
cure, they invoke a curse upon him for causing 
tlie fetish to lie. At Cape Coast their fetish some- 
times consists of a bundle of rags bound together 
like a cliild’s doll ; at otlier times a little image of 
clay, rudely fashioned, somewhat in the human 
shape, is placed hi some public spot, frcqucutly 

* Fetish is corrupted from the Portuguese W'Uchciaft, 

conjuring. 

VOL. I. C 
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by the inadsklo. Tliesc iuiagcsj or 
often remain in the same ptwiiion ami on tlio 
same spot uudisturbed for si (ovtulgUt or tlu'w* 
^veeks. 

The natives have a great many cuttimns or Imly 
days In the course of the year, during wiiicll it Is 
unbearable to live in the town, such is tlic noise* 
and uproar of the rabble. TJicir ycilsj roaring, 
and discord are indescribable. They luivo a s{rt‘t 
of rude dninij about four feet in lengthy and oneiu 
diameter, ctdlcd Unii or /i in futsi Tills is carried on 
a man's head in a horwonial porition, and l)(?aten 
by anollicr man walking belli i id him, wlui luiui-' 
mery a, way like a ymilli on Ins anvil, witluml any 
regard to time* TIuh huge drum is imcompnined 
by liorns and long woodou pipeWj the HOimd of 
which robCmhlcB the bellowing of oxem Tim 
procession ]>uradcs up and down the town misiriy 
the whole day, and Ivoepu uji uii irregular live of 
musketry. On all these occaHions an Imuionsi> 
quantity of mm (which id only ihrci‘])(nmo ptir 
pint) is drunk. If any person of note die, tlio 
relatives and neighbours assemble in IVoiii of his 
house, and continue drinking and suioking, yelling 
and firing off guns nearly the vvhole of tlio day; 
and one of the family invariably sacriliccs a dog, 
to procure a safe passage to Heaven for tlm de- 
ceased. If none of the deceased’s rclat Ions liappcu 
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to have a clog in their possession, they sally out in 
a party and kill the first dog they luceto 

They arc very superstitious also respecting 
burial, and frequently bury the gold rings and 
trinkets worn by the deceased along with his 
body, so that the graves are frequently opened 
again for the sake of the property contained in 
them. An instance of this occurred while I was 
there. A lull's. Brown, the widowed mother of a 
mulatto so named, who had been employed as 
interpreter on board tlie Alhert steamer in the 
late Niger expedition, died in consequence of 
a blow from a younger son. The elder brother, 
having been much straitened in his cirenmstanoes 
through misconduct, ordered Ills mother to be 
interred iu tlic same grave as one of her daughters, 
who had been buried with all her trinkets upon 
hci\ Brown, as an excuse, declared that it was 
customary to bury the parent below, and the sons 
and daughters above. Thus the sister was dis- 
interred and stripped of her ornaments, which l\c 
put, as he no donbt thought, to a hotter use than 
leaving them for the worms. 

The King’s custom, or solemnity in honour of 
tho King of Cape Coast, is kept annually for four- 
teen days, in which interval none of his subjects 
are allowed to fire off a gun, or beat a kin hasU 
(drum), nor are any dogs, sheep, or goats allowed 
c 2 
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to be seen in ilie strocts^ or in any pul)llc 
on pain of death. This cominomoralion irf i()h‘* 
rably observed, but though King Agray^n bhu'k 
flag is kept flying (luring the whole period, 1 am 
convinced that it is more for the gniLifleiitlon of 
his people, than from any wish of hia own that 
atrch a ridiculous observance is continued; for he 
is a very intelligent venerable old man, higlily 
civilized and polite in his mannci'S, and very well 
disposed towards the English. His character is 
very much admired by all the merchants esta- 
blished there, as well as by his own subjects. 
From what I could learn, he is evc'r ready (o 
patronize any efibrt on llio ])art of die Engli.di lo 
civilize and improve his pcopl<‘. In p<^i-Hou he is 
a tall, thin, muscular, old man, tliougli lus ycai/fei 
number upwards of threescore and leu. 

A few days previously one of his mesaengevH 
called upon me in great haste, to inform luo ihnt 
his Majesty was very anxious to fioo mo in tlio 
dress of the First Life Guards that day. It 
happened that a short time before, the troops 
from Cape Coast having been ordered out for 
exercise, I was re(]^UGsted to accompany them in 
uniform, and in less than ten minutes the King 
was acijiiainted with the fact. Like the other 
kings in this country, he has spies to carry to him 
all news of however little importance. 
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Ilis Majesty received me with all the politeness 
of an English conrticr. After being scateeb he 
asked me many important qiicstioiis — wlicn, at his 
request^ I performed the cavalry sword-exercise 
in Ills presences he noticed the differences arising 
from the late alicratioas in that exercise, supposing 
that I had made some mistakes.'^* He talked a 
good deal about the King of Ashantcej and repro- 
bated much tliclr liorrid practice of sacrificing 
human beings* He seemed to have obtained a 
very correct idea of railroads^ and to bo strongly 
impressed with a sense of the advantages and dis- 
advantages derived from them ]jy the English 
nation. lie can read and write well, and is, as 
I before observed, a clever, intelligent old man. 
The King’s liousc is fiiruishcd iu tlic European 
style, plain though pretty good. 

It is to be lamented that the English Govern- 
ment should have neglected so good ii man as 
Agray, while much is lavished on such a villain as 
the King of Ashantec, who in fact is only led by it 
to suppose that the British Govcrninciit fears him. 

On my road yesterday for several miles through 
the wood, in search of birds and plants, of which 
there is abundance, I passed several fetish houses 
or temples, iu the form of a long grotto, formed 

^ IlisMajfcjaty had served scvoial years on board a British 
man of-war, prevLoutily to attaining his sovereignty. 
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by a yacii number of vuniiing anil oveeping pluuH^ 
at tliG fartlior extremity of wbieh is ^lumellnu's 
found a large mass of stone or graiiito ruoki 
wliicli they say is related to some otlicr leliisli 
not far distant j and tlicy even assert tliat, early in 
tbc inornlngbj this YQvy stone may be seen in a 
human shape, going to \isit his wife (a similar 
block of stone). They arc also superstitious about 
our copper money ; they call an Irish haUpcnny a 
devil’s coin, on account of the harp upon it, Avhlch 
they cull the devil; and they will not on any 
account talcc It in payment of anything. 

Their fiiiicralb much resemble the IrMi wake. 
As soon as tho])arty is cliMcb l!u‘ body is wu^IuhI, 
and dressed in all its host elotJu^^, wliitsli are very 
few. A party of the ino^,u iuiiniatc friends of the 
deceased Is then invited, A goat, sheep, or dog 
is sacrificed, hiuiian sacrifices being now prolubltod 
by the British authorities as well as by King A gray, 
After drinking a good deal of nun, the couijiany 
begins to cry or howl liidoously, and wishing a 
good journey azid j^lenty of servants in tlic other 
world to tlic deceased (who is always seated in llui 
circle as one of the party, being fixed iu a rude 
sort of arm chair), tlie corpse is lowered into 
the grave, which is always under tiro floor iu the 
centre of their dwelling. They also pretend to 
bury with him a quantity of nun as well as all his 
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trinkets. The rum, however, is generally well 
diluted with water. 

Though they seem to have no parental or filial 
affection, they have a strong attaclxmcnt to the 
house in which they were born, and can rarely be 
persuaded to leave it. Were they not prevented 
by our laws, parents would very readily sell you 
any of their children, or even liiisbands their wives. 
A woman, who is considered as very respectable, 
and keeps a stall in the market, was repeatedly 
offered to me for sale by her husband, and was 
herself very anxious for such a change, so as 
actually to take possession of bed one night 
when I was absent, I ordered my servant to turn 
her out, and also sent her affectionate husband 
an intimation that if lie hawked his wife to me 
any more, I should certainly punish him; this 
ended the affair. 

The yam custom, or holiday, is another annual 
ceremony, kept up to prevent people from using 
yams before they are ripe, as they are tlicn 
deemed unwholesome; and also to compel the 
people to use all the old ones, in order to guard 
against the consequences of failure in the yam 
crop of the following year. On this occasion all 
differences are settled and crimes punished; hat no 
sacrifices arc offered up here, as at Ashantee. The 
propensity for thieving is found in all the natives, 
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high and low ; they are also, Jvonol^•)]l3^ void of all 
gratitude, and deem it part ot‘ tlu’ir duly to rol) 
vdiite men Avhenever they ran. Tn the uiarkoL they 
invariably ask you four times as nuich as the}’' will 
take. If your servant is unwilling to eonnlve at 
iheir swindling tricks, they open a full battery of 
abuse upon him; but servants in this country 
seldom put them to that test. 

Of all the African tribes I have mot with, \ 
consider the Fantccs the worst. It is remarkable 
that onc-eightli of the population Is eh her actu- 
ally crippled or suiroring from a loalliHomo dH(‘ase 
called crafr-onnr, wliicli bears some r<‘Seiid)liuu*c 
to the mange in dogn or liorses, In ap[)t'!U‘aiice 
and personal strongtli they arc much inlbrlor (o 
most other Africans 3 prol)u))ly from their great 
indolence and want of exercise. The wives ar(5 
treated with great luirshiicss by their luishands, 
ill case they offend tlioin. 

They have no ingenuity, but a eoiusklernble 
power of imitation. Some of our IJrlti^^U miiuu- 
factured articles in wood or gold they can Imitate 
very fairly, but when closely examined, their work 
will always be found to be defective. They seem 
never to improve by their own ingenuity, but 
always remain stationary in any art or trade 
which they have learnt. They seem to have no 
idea of a straight line, and cannot build a wnill 
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Straight^ or make a lioClge iu a dircci line; nor 
in the wliolo ncighbourliood of Cax)c Coast is 
there a footpath in a straight line for the distance 
of twenty yards^ although the ground is q^iiito 
level. They certainly possess many strange ideas. 

There are in the neighbourhood of Cape Coast 
some strange animals^ auioiig which is the Patakoo, 
a very large species of wolf. These arc so ravenous 
as frequently to come down into the town and 
cany away pigs, sheep, and goats. They pay 
nightly visits to the beach, and seize on dead bodies 
which have been buried in the sand. As their 
slaves have no relations in the town or neighbour- 
hood, as soon as they die ihclr corpses arc tied 
lip ill a coarse grass mat and thrown into a hole 
in the band, without any rcrojiiony ; l)iit on the 
bainc or following night, they are snatched up by 
the Patakoos, for wliom they make a glorious 
feast. Tills beast luis groat strength, its size con- 
sidered. When Governor Illirs Lorso died, tho 
officers of tho Pirst W est India Pegiment, stationed 
at Capo Coast, determined to leave part of its 
carcase on the beach, in order to attract the Pata- 
koos, and it could not have lain there more than an 
hour before it was removed by a biugle Patakoo, 
though it was two men^s ^York to carry it. 

There is plenty of excellent granite and sandstone 
at Cape Coast ; yet nearly all the houses arc built of 
C3 
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oky, as the people arc too lazy to iVtoli the st<HU‘. 
Elininai whicli ia only ciglit inllea dlstaiiij in a much 
superior settlement^ and has likewise plenty of ex- 
cell on t sandstonCj of which a great uumher of its 
houses are built. This place boloiigB to Ihc Diileh^ 
and carries on much trade, both witli the interior 
and along the coast. It has a jBnc hikcj coinicolctl 
with the sea by a narrow channel, ^vhich might with 
very little trouble be converted into a convenient 
harbour, which would be important, us ilic swell 
along the Gold Coast is ahvnys vciy lioavy, and 
groat diffienUy is cx]>enenecd iji s]nj)|)!tig and U‘' * 
shipping goods, I visiled scvanvil of Ihf* tno.-i 
influential mcrelinnis ul Elmina, and Ibmul ihcm, 
as well as the governor^ v^ny liospliahha 'Fhc 
abundance of new plants in llfis cmndry would 
give plenty of omploymont to a (jotmnsi. A sniuK 
shrub of the laurel tribe, hi‘aring a while dtdic’atc 
flower, shaped like the Iflossmu of iho p('a, gi-ows 
liere very plentifully, as also ])canllful and 

honeysuckles, and sovoral sorts orscnMiliv(‘ plants. 
^Some very fine grasses, also in this ueighliour- 
hood struck me, hut 1 did not observe many small 
annuals. 

Agriculture has made little progress hero, pn^- 
bably owing to the want of horses, which cannot 
live moro than a few weeks, and from the 
indolence of the natives. Stock sufficient for 
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the consumption of the garrisons along; the coast 
might he raised with a little cave and exertion. 
The number of troops along the whole of the 
west coast is at present very small. W ere their 
numbers doubled, there would not be too many, 
and they might be employed alteimatcly hi culti- 
vating the farms and mounting guard in the forts. 
Yams, manioc, Indian corn, rice, and all sorts of 
vegetables, for the garrison and ships of war 
cruising on the coast, might in this way be easily 
obtained, and much expense avohlod. This would 
also be useful as a pattern to the natives. Tlie 
troops arc paying at present one shilling per pound 
for meat, which could easily be raised at cue- 
fourth, and the cattle might be employed on the 
‘'farm instead of horses. An ehtaldhluncni of this 
sort would be very beneficial licrc, and I have no 
doubt would answer ihc purpose well. Unforlu- 
natcly at present there feccins to he no European at 
Cape Coast who either knows or interests himself 
in anything relating to agriculture. IVltli the 
exception of ]\lr. Hutton, not a single English 
merchant at Capo Coast has even a garden, 
although the progress of vegetation is incredibly 
rapid. Some seeds of the vegetable marrow and 
water melon, given to me by Dr. Llndley of the 
Horticultural Society In London, which were 
son’ll on my arrival at Cape Coast, had grown to 
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the extent of twcnt 3 '-foiu' foot in two juojUIus Jintl 
the fruit of tlic water melon was as larg'o a-? a 
man’s head. 

The heat of the month of Novcnihor is exoes- 
sive. On the 8th, the quicksilver in the tliornio- 
metersin injMjcclrooin^ which is considered to be cool, 
stood at 88'"; and In the sun It rose to llu^; yet, 
thank God! I was so well accustomed to it, that 
I felt very little inconvenience, though gcnenilly 
out the whole day, and exposed to tl\e sun. I 
was then dully expctdiiig a iuosH(Mig(n’ from 
Ashantec, for one of tlic soldiers from the (bri had 
been despatdicd iho governor, io ask wind her 
the King would allow me to pass beyond Ids 
kingdom towards the Ivong T\Iounl!UUJn During 
the interval I was engaged in laying out llui 
ground for Mi\ Iluttoifs model farm. 

The breed of cattle here is very handsome 
though small, but it might be greally improved, 
and this would repay the expense very well, as 
the price of meat is so extremely high. Gold 
dust, unfortunatel}", seems to be the only thing 
thought of on the coast. 

Schools of industry and agriculture arc wautc'd 
on this coast more than any thing else. As 
land can be got for nothing anywhere on tlio 
coast, — land capable of growing any thing, — 
a few hundred pounds expended, on a farm 
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of tliree hundred acrca would be \ cry pro- 
fitably laid out. Tlierc are plenty of men who 
can read and wrlte^ begging for euiployincnt ; 
and ten times tlieir number, from the bu^li, 
such fis mlglit be deemed capable of learning, 
miglit be apprenticed to different lands of trader 
for four or five years. 

It is worthy of remark, that on the Avhole coast, 
from Cape Palmas to Accra, there is not a single 
shoemaker, alt! lo ugh no trade seems to be so much 
wanted. Even tlic natives in the interior com- 
plain much of the want of shoes. Nor is there 
a tailor, a cabinct-^malcor, a wheelwright, or a 
blacksmith who can weld a piece of iron with any 
neatness in tlie whole sottlemcnt. Such articles, 
if mauufiu'i ured on the coabt, would draw trade 
from the interior, and excite the natives to indus- 
try ; and tlrus British nianufacturGS would be boon 
in great cloniand in the inteiior also. This would 
greatly reduce the Slave trade, as the minds of the 
people would be directed to agriculture and manu- 
factures, particularly as it is well known that even 
in the Abhaiitec country the population is not on 
the increase. The Ashantees have indeed, for the 
last two months, been at war with the tribes to the 
north of them, bordering on the Kong Mountains, 
and have lost a great number of men, as their 
enemies, who have no fire-arms, no doubt did also. 
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Tlie merchants of Cape Coa^sl, Auinunahot'^ and 
Accr^i experience great loss and iiicouvcuioncLS iu 
consequence of the trade being stopped bidweeii 
Ash an tee and the coast. This was oecasioned by 
the murder of an Ashantce Avoinan by a Tan- 
tec, on her return from a trading journey to 
the coast* She had occasion to stop a little be- 
hind her companions, and was then robbed and 
murdered by this Fantcc who overlook her. Her 
companions missing her, went back, and found her 
with her head nearly severed IVom lior l)ody. 
This took i)lacc iu tlic Fauteo eomii ry, bctw(‘en 
Cape Coast and Ashuntec. Tlu' nninh^rer, Itmv- 
cver, was scliicd and broiiglii pait ofilu' wa} laudv 
to Cape Coast by a soldier from (lunujo, on his ^sny 
with the letter to the King of Asliaulcc, IVoiu 
Governor Hill, which I inciilioncd abo^c* 

Mr. Chapman, who had resided as nnhMionary at 
Coomassie, the capital of Abhaulec, for the hwt 
twelve months, arrived at Ainiauuiboo on the 2C)tli 
of November, 184.4, with llic intelllgcnee that all 
the King required was that the murderer .should 
be punished according to the Englibli law. Tlio 
IGng at that time expressed a great desire to see 
me in Ashantce, and proinlsecl mo complete pro- 
tection in his country; but said nothing about 
allowing me to go further. 
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Aniiamalioc— stale of the Port — Indolence of the Natives, and 
Diflieulty in procoi'inj^ Lahonrora — Doinc'atic Slavciy—!R Mis- 
sionary Schools — Want of Education in the Uaoful Arls— 
Hints on this Subject — Ycgciablos and Fruits — Town of 
Aimainahoe — Soil — Nativoa — Reception of uie by the King, 
and Conyoi nation with him— Mr. Biwe — Mi% Parker— Excos- 
wve Heat — Little Cio man tine, its impregnable Situation — 
Tho Port — Croinan tine — Tli g H o rlc ct-placo ~ Extraord iiiary 
Trad ition— W ondoi ful D wuii f— 'An A il ventu re— Ac ci a — W es- 
Icyun AriRsiouaries— Natives — their Habitations— Wives and 
ShiYUR — Situation of the Town, and Soil. 

On Monday, 23d of Novcni'bcr, 18 14^ Mr. T. 
lluiion and I slaTtcd IVom Cape Coast for Amiaaia- 
Loc^ a town of considci*al)lc inidc on tlie coast, 
about tbirtcen miles from Cape Coast Castle, 
from wLicli its magnetic bearing is about due 
east. It has also a A^cry good fort, whieh, how- 
ever, is gradually going to decay. Its ramparts 
«are well supplied Avith artillery, and capable of 
making a good defence against an attack from the 
sea, if properly garrlvsoned, and it is cjuite iinprcg* 
nable by the natives from the land, or north side. 
It was at tins place that the Abhanteca made so 
determined an attack, and an attempt to blow up 
the gate of the fort. They, however, failed in all 
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their attempts during the late war of 1817. There 
are at present only t\Y0 or three private soldlei’s 
and a sergeant of militia in charge of the garriaon. 
Some of the apartments in the garrison are in a 
preltygood state of repair^) and might be very pi^o- 
fitahly used in more ways than one, if from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred militia-men 
were stationed here, and employed by turns in 
managing a farm in the immediate neighbourhood : 
the soil is capable of producing every thing neces- 
sary for the support of the garrison. In three or 
four yeai’D, on such a plan, this garrison would pay 
its own expenses. 

The native kings or chiefs, and caboceers, are 
never to be depended upon ; and oven the hum- 
blest of the natives, when they imagine they have 
any power, although naturally groat cowards, will 
bully and be very insolent. The natives are so 
lazy that at times the merchants cannot, without 
great difficulty, get men to load or unload their 
ships. Tills is a very serious grievance, and often 
exposes on r merchants to great difficulties as well as 
loss. Were our merchants allowed to hold as many 
slaves as are requisite for the performance of 
domestic duties, and the carrying on of their busi- 
ness, it would act as a check to the exportation of 
slaves. 

I have minutely observed and inquired into the 
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state and condition of domestic slavery amongst the 
native caboccers^ and I solemnly declare that their 
condition is ranch superior to that of our English 
peasantry. One Engllsli labourer, on an average, 
do(33 more work than any twelve Africans; and the 
provision of the latter being so cheap (one penny 
per day id feiifBcicnt for their suiipoit), tluy have 
always plenty to eat, I am waiting from actual 
observation, liavlng had for three months a num- 
ber of hired men under my charge. 

Another evil arising from the same cause, is, 
that if a man is urged to do anything like a tenth 
part of a day’s wmrkj he will go away, and steal 
sufficient to main tain him for some time ; conse- 
quently, the towns on the coast abound with thieves 
and vagabonds, who will not work. Had domestic 
slavery (or rather I may call it scrviccj been 
tolerated, our merchants would have been encou- 
raged to enter upon other speculations, such as 
ngriculture, and even trades ; since many of our 
merchants, who constantly employ five or six 
native and European carpenters, would put their 
slaves to learn a trade, whereas they have now no 
motive for doing so. Eesidos, the holders of 
domestic slaves would irao all their inflaence in 
ahqllshing the removal of sla's^cs into another 
conntxy. lu Elraina the Dutch settlers still hold 
iholr domestic slaves, and they are in a thriving 
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cOTidition* In its immediate uciglilbourliood I vvn.s 
surprised to ‘find several fine gardens and plan- 
tations, belonging to different inerclianls cstii- 
blislied there. Moreover^ the sarrounding countiy 
is well cleared of wood for a considerable distance, 
which renders that settlement much more healthy 
tlian Cape Coast, or any of our English stations. 
Although no man detests the Slave Trade more 
than myself, I cannot help feeling convinced that 
much evil to the natives as well as to the merchants 
lias aiisen from the abolition of domestic slavery 
in our African settlements. 

Another evil I also belle-vo to be this. In all 
our Mi'^sionaiy Schools, reading and wiitJng, 
with a slight hiiowleclgc of arithmetic, is all that 
is taught. By this, undoubtedly, much good is 
done; but much more would be done, if these 
schools were also schools of industry. When a 
boy has left school in this country, you never see 
him reading a book, or even looking at a news- 
paper. All that these young men asinre to, is to 
get aometliing in the fashion of European clotliing, 
and to seek employment as clerks. I have already 
seen great numbers, who have been dismissed from 
school, and can write a little. They then consider 
themselves gentlemen, and their ideas are above 
anything nnder a clerk’s place. Now, it is well 
known, that among the few merchants established 
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on the coasfcj employment as clerks cannot be 
afforded to as many as are desirous of sucli a 
sitnatioin 

I 'vvlllj therefore, endeavour to point out a 
remedy for tliivS evil, wliich would, I think, not only 
benefit this class of individuals, but the country at 
large, as well as our manufacturers in England: 
— I mean, ihc ebtablishmcnt of schools of industry 
on a scale similar to that which I have recom- 
mended for the garrison at Annamaboe. Let a 
suitable piece of land be selected, which any one 
may have for notliing; build upon it dwelling- 
houses and oflices, as well as workshops, which 
could soon be done in this country, If the people 
could be induced to work. Men willing to become 
apprentices to different trades should be belccted, 
and bound to bricklayers, carpenters, blacksmiths, 
slioemakers, weavers, ■vvheehvrigbts, and cabinet- 
makers, fur three or five years, as might be 
deemed most proper. These men might assist in 
building their dwellings and shops, before they 
began to learn their trades, which some of them 
would do by employment in this very work. Suf- 
ficient ground should also be enclosed for raising 
such food as is necessary for the support of these 
Itihourers. 

Every article of subsistence is abundantly 
produced in this country, and many luxuries. 



u 


TRAVELS IN 


auch as sugar and coffee. Vegetables^ and great 
quantities of fruit, grow spontaneously. Civili- 
zation miglit thug be begun, but it could hardly be 
permanently advanced without a recourse to arms. 
The Kings of Apollonia and Ashanteo possess 
too much ail)itniry ponder to be withdrawn from 
their cruel and barbarous liabits by any other 
means than the swoul; and it is said, that very 
many other chiefs and kings arc in the dally habit 
of making human sacrifices. 

Although Annamaboe has been already often 
described, a few remarks upon it will not perhaps 
be unacceptable. Behind the fort, or on its north 
side, 13 a piece of ground about two liuiidred yards 
square, round which arc built some very good 
houses, with their stores, belonging to English and 
native merchants. These houses and the misslon- 
hevuse are the only huildinga worthy of notice, 
except the King’s house. This is new, and 
copied fiom those of the merchantb; it is not, 
however, yet finished, and very pr()bably never' 
uill be, in consequence of the extreme indolence 
of the people. The town may, perhaps, contain 
about three thousand inhabitants, and consists 
(with the exception of the houses already men- 
tioned) of dwellings irregularly Imddled together, 
generally built round a square of about seven yards 
each way, with only one outer entrance, each 
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]iouso opening into tlui sctuare, and forming its 
sides. Some of the principal houses of this de- 
scription have benches running along the outside 
wall inside of the sr[uarc. These benches are 
made of fine clay, in the form of sofas, and are 
handsomely coloured with clay of a dllFerent colour. 
It is here that they hold their palavers, all being 
seated around; the head man, or cabocccr, is 
generally jDlaced on a seat raised above the rest. 

Although the soil in the neiglibourliood of 
Anuamaboe is excellent, yet it is very little culti- 
vated; the natives chiefly depend upon the people 
in the woods for their com and yams, vegetables 
and fruit, which are got in exchange for fish, a 
very plentiful article on the coast at certain sea- 
sons of the year. 

The only tiling in the neighbourhood of Aniia- 
maboe worth mentioning as a sign of either im- 
provement or enterprise, is a good road for about 
ten or twelve miles into the interior, made for 
the purpose of conveying timber to the coast. 
This great undertaking was executed entirely 
at the expense of one person, a very intelligent 
and highly respectable native merchant, named 
Barns ; but since the abolition of domestic slavery, 
be, unfortunately, cannot obtain labourers to cany 
on the timber-trade ; though he has procured from 
England timber-carriages and every thing requisite 
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— all is sacrificed. In fact^, a complete clieck is now 
put upon every efiPort of enterprise by tlie abolition 
of domestic slavery. These slaves were much 
belter provided for than our labourers in Eag- 
landj for they had always plenty of food and 
clothings and were never exposed iu bad weather, 
noT was one quarter of the labour ever required 
from them that would be expected in England, 

The natives of Anuamaboe are in character 
much the same as those at Cape Coast, and many of 
them arc thieves and vagabonds, During my 
blioj’fc stay there my servant’s conntjy cloth was 
stolen off him in the night. When inquiry was 
made for it every one denied all knowledge of (he 
theft; however, on a closer search, the cloth was 
found rolled up tightly under the head of one of 
the servants of the house where I lodged. I had 
him well flogged; but nothing will cure these 
people of thieving, except a tread-mill for they 
fear nothing so much as labour. 

During my stay at Anuamaboe, the King sent 
me a pressing Invitation to pay him a visit, and in 
order to appear before Iiis Majesty iu a suitable 
manner, I was advised by the merchants to send to 
Cape Coast for my regimentals. On the following 
(lay I paid him a visit in my uniform, with which 
he seemed much delighted. Having previously 
learnt that I belonged to Her Majesty^s Life 



'WESTERN AFRICA. 


47 


Guavdsj lie asked me a great many questions 
respecting tbe Queen of England — how she was 
when I left England ? and if Prince Albert was 
quite well? how many cliildren she had? how 
long she had been married? and what were tlicir 
titles? He laughed heaiiily when I informed him 
that Her Majofety had five children in so bhoit 
a timCj and asked me how I accounted for the 
English ladies being so prolific? Upon which I 
told liiin that the reason was, tliat in England one 
man had only one wife: he could not be persuaded^ 
however^ that one wife was sufficient for one 
man. 

I experienced great kindness during my stay at 
Annamaboe from the merchants of that placCj 
both English and native ; and was indebteeb during 
the whole of my visit theie^ to the hospitality of 
hir. Erewe^ a very respectable and enterprising 
merchant. 

Among the native merchants I may justly 
point out Mr. Parker^ who^ though educated in 
Africa^ would appear with advantage even in 
Europe. His memory is astonishing ; he has read 
a great deal, and has a very good libiary of the 
best English writers. With regard to reading, 
indeed, he is an exception to the rest of his coun- 
trymen, owing, I believe, principally to their erro- 
neous system of education. 
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November SOth, — I took my dcpaiLure from 
AnnamaboCj to yisit tlie krooms ^ along the 
coast. Three quarters of a mile from Anna- 
iiiaboGj we reached a small village of about four 
hundred inhabitants, named Agah, and bcaiing 
E. 2' IST. from Annamaboe. My companion. Mi*. 
Brewe, being well acquainted with the King, or 
chief, I was introduced to him, and he expressed 
his gratification at seeing me in his krooin, and 
desired us to enter his house, and partake of some 
palm wine, or peto.j* But having a long and 
difficult journey to peifoim in the scorching sun, 
we excused ourbclves, and proceeded on our jour- 
ney to the next kroom, wliicli is three miles and 
a quarter from Annamaboe. Our road was along 
the beach, on dry sand, ankle deep, and in the sun, 
with a heat of US'" Fahrenheit, which rendered it 
very fatiguing for people ou foot. However, in 
an hour and a quarter we reached the kroom 
called Little Ciomantinc, formerly a Dutch set- 
tlement of considerable trade, bearing E. 2" K. 
from Annamaboe. ^ It has a strong fort, although 
now abandoned and going to decay ; conse- 
quently its trade has also gone to Annamaboe. 
The fort is in one of the best positions on the 
whole of the African coast. It is built on a per- 
pendicular rook one hundred feet high, washed at 
* Villageg. -j A “beer made from Indian corn. 
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its base by tlie sea It is so steep as to be acces- 
sible by land only by means of a zigzag path, and 
yet its garrison surrendered without resistance to 
the Ashantees, when they might have defended 
themselves against any number of assailants. Its 
courtyard is entirely overgrown with small shrubs ; 
but there still remain on the batteries twenty-four 
good twenty-four pounders. 

This fort might he easily put into complete 
repair. The village contains not more than five 
or six hundred inhabitants, who live chiefly by 
catching fish, which they carry to Annaraaboe. 
It la a wretched hroom. The houses are very 
indilferently built, without any regularity ; and 
in passing from liouse to house, you must climb 
over one rugged rock after another, as is some- 
times the case on the sea-beach in England. 

After surveying the fort and village, we com- 
menced cur march towards Cromantine, from 
which the last-named kroom derives its name. It 
is two miles and a half distant, bearing by com- 
pass B, 1® The road being very bad, we did 
not reach it until about ten o’clock, The en- 
trance to the town is very steep, as it is ele- 
vated one bundled feet above Little Cioinantine. 
Its situation is very grand and romantic. On 
suddenly emerging from a very narrow path, 
about the width of a sheep -track, and six feet 

VOL, T. D 
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cleep^ the town presents itself m full view on the 
right front, and immediately on the right is a 
steep ravine^ thickly planted with the beautiful 
plantain and banana trees^ the cool aspect of which 
10 refreshing to one half melted under a tropical 
yun; for, unluckily, my means would not allow 
me to be carried In a hammock, as my friend was. 
Thank God, however, my health was good, and I 
bore the journey well The town is much more 
regularly built, with a more level foundation than 
Little Croinantine. We halted in tlie market- 
place, In the centre of the town, where we were 
refreshed with some ale furnished by my friend 
Mr. S. Browe. During this time the natives 
assembled around us in groat numbers, gazing 
upon us with astonishment. Mr. Browers musical 
box pleased them very much. 

In the centre of the market-place is a very 
dirty, stagnant pool of water, the exhalation from 
which was very unpleasant ; and though a drain 
about twenty yards long and three feet deep 
would have completely removed it, the inhabit- 
ants are too lazy to make it. The greater part of 
the Fantee people are the most ungenerous, un- 
grateful, and unneighbouily people in the world ; 
so much so, that when their neighbour's house is 
on fire, they will not assist in extinguishing it, 
unless hired to do so. Although they are very 
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superstitious respecting tbeir fetish or religious 
rltes^ they have no prescrlhed form or system of 
performing them. 

In Cioinantine there eixists a tradition^ or 
rather a tnlc^ to deceive strangers^ that they ha^ c 
still in their possession a male child, who lias 
existed ever since the beginning of the world. 
This oliild^ they declare, neither eats, drinks, nor 
partiikes of any nomisliment, yet still continues In 
a state of childhood. When I laughed at this 
absurd tale, it somewhat offended my friend Mr. 
Brewe, who declared that he himself and his father 
had actually seen this infant. I therefore expressed 
a wish to see this extraordinary child ; and during 
the half hour which was required to prepare him 
for the visit, we were admitted into their fetish- 
house, or temple, in the corner of which was seated 
in a chair a little clay figure of the god whom 
they invoke or threaten, according to ciicum- 
stances. In the same house, leaning against the 
wall, was the hollow trunk of a cocoa-nut tree, 
ohallced over with white spots. This, they told 
us, was sent down to them from heaven, and was 
preserved hero as a proof that their fetish lives 
for unem. When I repro\ ed their folly in believ- 
ing such tales, they seemed quite abtoiiished and 
incensed, especially the old fetish-woman, a 
priestess, who at times extorts great sums for tlic 
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preparation of certain charms, supposed to be very 
potent. When a man is sick, his relations send 
for the fetish-man, who, if the painty is found to be 
very anxious respecting the sick man, generally 
makes a heavy charge, in addition to a gallon of 
nun to drink success to the fetish; and he very 
frequently orders a few bottles of rum to be buried 
up to the neck in the ground in different places, 
which the god is supposed to take as a fee for his 
favours to the sick man. If he should die, the 
fetish-man assures his relatives that the favour of 
the god was not to be gained by so small a quantity 
of rum. Such is the abject sutierstition prevalent 
on this coast. 

At length I became impatient to see this won- 
derful dwarf, or child of other days, but was still 
desired to wait a little longer. However, as wc 
were anxious to proceed on our journey, we set 
off. Poiiunately, our road onwards passed close 
to the residence of this wonderful child, so that 
we halted, in the hope of having a peep at him. 
Being again delayed, I lost all patience, and rc- 
fcolved to enter his dwelling. My African friends 
and the multitude assembled from all parts of the 
town, warned me of the destruction that would 
certainly ovextato me, if 1 ventured to go in 
without leare. But I showed them my doubled 
barrelled gun as my fetish, and forced my way 
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tliroiigli the crowd. On entering through a very 
narrow door or gateway, into a circle of about 
twenty yards diameter^ fenced round by a close 
paling, and covered outside with long grass, about 
nine feet high, (so that nothing within could be 
seen,) the first and only thing I saw was an old 
Avoman, Avliom, but for her size and sex, I should 
have taken for the uiystcrious being, resident there 
from tlie time of the Creation. She certainly was 
the most disgusting and loathsome being I ever 
helicld. She had no covering on her person (like 
all the other natives of this place), with the ex- 
ception of a small piece of dirty cloth round her 
loins. Her sHn was deeply wrinkled and ex- 
tremely dirty, wdth scarcely any flesh on lier 
bonea Her breasts hung half way down her 
body^ and she had all the appearance of extreme 
old age. This ancient Avoman was the supposed 
nurse of the everlasting child. On my entering 
the yard, this old feiisli-woman (for such Avas her 
high style and title) stepped before me, making 
the most hideous gestures ever witnessed, and 
endeavonring to cb’ive me out, that I might be 
prevented from entering into the god^s house; 
but ill spite of all her movcmeiita I pushed lier 
aside, and forced my Avay into the house. Its 
outward appearance Avas that of a cone, or extin- 
guisher, standing in the centre of the enclosure, 
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It was formed by long poles placed triangularly, 
and tliatchcd with long grass. Inside of it I found 
a clay beuclr, in the form of a chair. Its tenant 
absent, and the old woman pretended that she 
had, by her magic, caused him to disappear. 

On my return, I found my friends anxiously 
waiting for me, dreading lest something awful 
might have happened to me; and the towns- 
people seemed q^ulte in a fury. They did not, 
however, dare to attack me, for tliey are great 
cowards when tlie lest determination or spirit of 
resistance is shown. They arc so superstitious, 
tliat not one inclividual would venture over the 
threshold of the holy house, without the permis- 
sion of the old nurse. When I explained to the 
multitude the nature of the trick pn'uctiscd by the 
old woman, they were greatly incensed. There 
can be no doubt that some neighbour’s child is 
borrowed whenever strangers wish to see this 
wonderful infant ; and when dressed up and dis- 
guised by various colours of clay, it is exhibited as 
the divine and wonderful child. The nativCvS are 
so credulous, tliat a fetish-man or woman lias no 
difficulty in making them believe any thing, how- 
ever extravagant. 

After the delay occasioned by my visit, we 
went on to our next stage, a small town near the 
beach, called in the native language, OcctO) which 
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signifies salt-pond. It contains about two thou- 
sand inhabitants^ and derives its name from the 
lake on wlilch clifFereut parts of it stand. Its ap- 
pearance is very picturesque, as it is shaded by 
many large cotton and adoomahj as well as cocoa- 
nut trees, whicli grow in abundance on this part 
of the coast. 

Here die Wesleyan niibbionailea have an e&ta- 
hlishnieiit, Avhicli we visited. Wc remaiued there 
for some hours during the heat of the day^ whicli 
was excessive, making the loose sand very trouble- 
some. On our arrival, my friends (though tliey 
liad been carried through the whole distance) w'crc 
glad to lie down to rest ; but being myself auxiou!:^ 
to -see and learn as much as possible, I went over 
the greater part of the town to observe tlie nnui- 
ners and habits of the people, which differ con- 
siderably from those of Cape Coast or Anuamaboe, 
although not at a great distance from them. The 
natives of this place arc more generous in thoir 
manner, and in many of their features differ en- 
tirely from those of the Tan tecs, bearing much 
resemblance in features and form of the head to 
the Ai’abs and F elhitahs. Their limbs also are 
more elastic, and their quicker than thobO of 
the Fantees, who are the hciulcbt and most 
morose of all the Africuns whom I have seen. 

The houses here are much cleaner and bettor 
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confetructed tlian at Cape Coast or Annamaboe. 
They are generally built round a square yarcb 
with one main entrance into It. This is mostly 
about four yards by twelve, the houses forming its 
sides, with entrances to the different apartments 
from the court or yard outside of these rooms. 
Along the walls are clay benches, in the form of 
sofas, which are shaded from the sun by projecting 
roofs. In the morning, the master of the house 
sits here with his attendants, and diinks palm- 
wine ; but the women arc his principal drudges or 
slaves, as Is the case in almost all other parts of 
Africa. The master of tho house has generally 
from six to ten, or even twenty wives, according 
to his means, and a proportionate number of 
slaves. The slaves are not usually treated worse 
than his wives. Marriages are here made by pur- 
chase, as in other parts of tliis coast. When a 
man sees a girl to whom he takes a fancy, he goes 
to her father, and bargains for her as he would for 
a sheep or goat, without any consideration of the 
disparity of age, nor are the giiTs inclinations ever 
for a moment thought of. Even the most influen- 
tial of the native meichants, wlio have had a liberal 
education, do the same thing, and maintain a vast 
number of wivesat an enormous expense. 

On inquiry, I found that many Arabs and 
Moors, as well as Eellatahs, had found their way 
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to this place, either as slaves or fugitives, from 
their own country, and thus the diffcrcRce of 
feature before noticed may be accounted for. 
Fishing is the chief occupation of the inhabitants, 
wlio dry the hsh wlilch they catch in great abun- 
dance, and carry tliem to Annamaboe and into 
the inteiior. Palm-oil is also made here, as v'cll 
as farther inland. 

The lake from wlilch the town derives its name 
is very salt, although unconnected with the sea. 
A high bank of sand, about a hundred yards broad, 
separates this lake from the sea ; consequently the 
salt water must filter through the sand into the 
lake, Avliich, at high water, is inuch lower than the 
sen, I'roni tlio nature of the soil and bod of the 
lake, there is very little doubt but that it was once 
an inlet of the sea, now separated from it by 
sand and shells washed up by the tremendous 
swell all along this coast;— hence the lagoons, or 
salt lakes, found in many places, and which stretch 
out to a great extent. The water is very bad, and 
can only be obtained by digging, or rather scratclF 
ing lioles In the sand, and It Is always brackish. 
This town bears E. E N. from Annamaboe, and 
is distant about nine miles from Cromantinc. We 
experienced great kindness at this place from the 
Missionary teacher, a native of Cape Coast, placed 
here by Mr, Freeman, 

n 3 
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CHAPTEE IV. 


StriUlgc Articles of X’ood — Kative Cookery — Tlie Uivcr Amissa 
— Keccption by the Cabocecr of Ainissa— Soil, Pruits, &c — 
An Adventure’— Yisit from a Hyena — The River Ana^^ua 
— Ai.-afali— Soil, Fruits, ka . — BGiiutiful Birds— Sloors ami 
Arabs here—Cattle — Eoturn to Capo Coast — Hospitable Re- 
ception the re~Iiivihition from Uie King of Asliantco — "My 
Reply — Visit tbc KeigUbourbood of Capo Coast — Coflbc 
Plantations — Indolence of the Natives — Tlie Tov'n of Napoleon 
— liyau Awkv’ano — Fruits Orowing Spontaneously — Bail Roada 
— Singular i^ioclc of Carrying Timber— Colton Trcoji — Tlie 
Dwarf Cotton Shrub — Scone of a Sanguinary Battle- Djowkwa 
— Native Houses — An Intoxicated Cabocecr — Tlio Oaboccer’s 
^l*c^ents — Account of liim. — Return to Capo Coa^t — ^Sail for 
'IVhydah — IVinnebab Method of Curing Fish — Natives— B Lock 
— Neighbouring Country— The DeviVs Hill— Soil — Van win 
(sampbii'e) — The lUyor Jensu— Beautiful Birds— Tlio King- 
fi*^her. 

At 4 A.M. we resumed our journey to the Elver 
Amiss distant three miles. Oar road passed 
over loose sand, and was very fatiguing to tlio 
traveller. After walking about two miles, wc 
canjo to a small lake, ndiere we found two fislier- 
nioa busily engaged in cutting up a very large 
sliarkj wliieli they said tbey were dividing into 
so many cowries' worth, or, as we should say, 
two penn 7 \yorths. Here all is fish that comes 
to net’’ They eat anything; alligators, alliga^ 
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tors* Gggs^ clogSj monkeys, cats, — in fact, tliero 
ave few things they will not devour us a meal, 
Their method of cooking is certainly very good. 
Their soups and stews arc wholesome ; and their 
j)alm-soiip IS delicious, cither made with fish or 
fowl ; it is seasoned witli palm-oil and pojtpcr. 
Kaukic, a sort of bread innclQ from the Indian 
corn, coarsely ground, is the most common ibod, 
as wheat on bread is in Europe. Of vegetables 
they have great varieties : yams, cassada, or manioc 
root, sweet potatoes, and plantains, as well as 
many other herbs used for soups. We saw at this 
place the remains of a very large whale, which had 
been driven on shore some time before. 

After passing along the beach, still on the 
loose sand, about one mile, we reached the river 
Atuissa, which might more correctly he called a 
lake. The whole of the party except myself were 
carried across by the same men who had carried 
tliem the previous part of the journey ; but I, 
having no carriers, was ferried across by one of the 
chief’s or caboccer^s canoes, rvhich happened to be 
on the lake. After crossing it, we immediately 
proceeded to the krooni, or village, named, from 
the lake or river, Ainissa. Here the old caljocccr 
received ns very kindly, and soon cleared out ii 
house for our accominodatlon. We tlien walked 
round the village, which is pleasantly situated on 
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a goocl soil, differing from any I had seen on the 
ooast farther we6t^ya^c^. It blaclc, loamy, and 
very rich and fertile, hearing many large trees of 
different kinds, such as cocoas, bananas, and plan- 
tains, in great abundance. Pine-apples come up 
spontaneously. 

After walking round the krooin, we went to the 
river to bathe, and found that it had risen con- 
siderably since we crossed it, as the sea, when near 
high water, flows into it. It has here, hoAVOver, 
nearly banked itself off. T he water of this lake is 
very salt, although it is constantly fed by a fresl> 
water stream from the N.W. Tliis river forms a 
lagoon at a short distance from the sea, eastwards. 
On returning to our lodgings, Avhich had nothing 
but bare walls, we made a hearty supper, sitting 
or lying on the ground or floor, and were after- 
wards joined hy the good old cabocecr over a glass 
of grog, which he very readily accepted, accom- 
panied by some of his captains. Thus we amused 
ourselves till twelve o'clock, Avhen one of our party 
having got a little too umch, became rather 
quarrelsome, and by some accident upset the 
candle, so that Ave were left in total darkness, for 
as the hut had no windov^s, We Avere not benefited 
by the moonlight* The old caboceer seemed 
much alarmed, and clasped mo tightly round the 
waist Avith both his arms for protection. A light 
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wasj however, soon procured by liclp of a luolfcr- 
match, and lo ! all the old clucks captains had 
deserted liliu, supposing the light had been pur- 
posely extinguished for some hostile design. The 
old man, liowcver, was soon convinced of the con- 
triuy, and I escorted lihu liomc to liis house, which 
differed from those already dfvscribcd only ]jy hav- 
ing the firO“])laco inside instead of outside of it. 
When I icturncd all the party laydown to rest 
till the morning. I had borrowed a grass mat 
from tlie eabocaer, and the otliers lay in their 
baskets. Musctuitoes,liowcyerj were so numerous 
that we could get no rest ; at about half-past 
two A.M. my friend Mr. Brewe and his wife 
■were entirely driven out, and made an attempt 
to sleep in the street, but found their tor- 
mentors still more numerous tlieic; whereupon, 
they resolved upon beating a retreat back to 
Annamaboe. However, as I had already walked 
twelve miles in a vscovching sun and over a miseia- 
ble road, I felt no inclination to accompany tliem, 
particularly as we had not yet seen any thing of 
tlie neighbouring country. Besides which, wc had 
not finished our intended journey. 

My remonstrances, how ever, were in vain. Mr. 
Brewe had dctci mined to return, aud awoke my 
other friend, nho was comfortably reposing under 
the protecting influence of Bacchus, lie had felt 
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nothing of the muscj^uitoes^ ami very much wished 
to renuui till morning ; but Mr. Brewe was not 
to be dlssuadecb and accordingly ordered his ser- 
vants and baggage to get into marcliiiig order. 
I determinedj notwithstanding, to remain alone. 
Mr. Brewe showed great anxiety for iny safety^ 
and very kindly left the provision-boxes for my 
use during the next two days, which was very 
desirable^ for our money is of no value in this 
country, co^vries being the only currency known. 

After the departure of my friends, I lay clown 
outside of the hut, and was just falling asleep^ 
when I felt something touch my cap. I was not 
alarmocl, however, supposing it to be cither a clog 
or a pig, smelling at my head ; but on moving my 
head, and making a noise to drive away my un- 
welcome visitor, the animal made more noise in 
his retreat than it seeuicd possible for a dog to 
make, and moved much faster than a pig. This 
circumstance induced nic to get up, when, to iny 
astonishment, the same animal having been obliged 
to repass me, as it had been frustreated in its first 
attempt to escape by getting bewildered amongst 
the houses, it turned out to be a large hyena, or, as 
the natives call it, a patakoo. These beasts arc so 
ravenous and so numerous, that they frequently 
carry off cattle, pigs, poultiy, and even dig or 
boralch up dead bodies. 
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In the morningj when the old caboceer visited 
me, I informed him of vvlmt had happened, and he 
congratulated me upon mj oscaiic, as he assured 
me that those beasts frequently carry off a bulloolc 
or a hog. 

After brcalclast the caboceer called again upon 
me, inviting me to go to his house to be introduced 
to his family, and to diink with him. Pic pressed 
me very much to leuiaiii with him a few days, bat 
I begged him to excuse me, promising to come 
another time and remain there a short time. The 
village bears nearly the same direction by the 
compass us the other two places already mcn- 
tionecL 

December 1st, — At 10 a.m, I set off on my 
journey to the river Atiaqua, only two miles 
distant. Ifc is now the dry season and is very 
small ; it runs Into the lagoon, which I was obliged 
to cross in my way to the small village or hroom 
named Arsafali. This la.'ooin is situated between 
the lagoon and the sea, but close to tlie latter. Its 
natives are maintained chiefly by fishing. Bnt at 
a little distance in the interior much corn is pro- 
duced, and it is often brought to this place for 
shipment, sometimes at the rate of sixpence per 
bushel. 

The soil is much more fertile licre than at Cape 
Coast. Cocoa-nuts grow in great abundance, 
although near the sea no trees of any considerable 
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talze are to be fouucl. The ground is mostly co* 
vered with shrubs and small trceSj about ten or 
twelve feet high. At this place I saw some very 
haudbomc blids^ of beautiful plumage, such as the 
S[)lcndid crown-bird. They are very wild^ few 
of thciU;, iuclced, arc stationary in any part of this 
coast. They migrate every three months, and 
some continue here only a few days, not remaining 
to breed, perhaps as being too near the sea. The 
flsli taken hr this lagoon have a much better 
flavour than those caught in the sea. 

The inhabitants of this place are much like those 
of Accra ; mucli better made than the natives of 
Cape Coask the foim of their head being niucli 
finer. I found, upon inquiry among some of the 
old people, that they had come from a great dis- 
tance in the interior, and belonged to various tribes, 
wlilcli I could distinguish fi’oni the maiks upon 
their faces. Some Moors and Arabs have even 
found their way to this part of the west coast. 
They arc, as at all other places which I have yet 
viteitecl in this coimtiy, very indolent; and here 
they aie very fond of gaming and drinking, espe- 
cially rum, or pahn-wiiie. Sheep, goats, and pigs, 
as well as poultry, are plentiful, but small and 
lean, compared with those of colder climates. 
The sheep iu West and Central Africa are 
clothed with hair instead of wool, like the goats 
in Europe. 
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After dinner I set out on mj return to Aiina- 
niaboej along the hcach, which Avas much more 
fatiguing than luy journey from the Ainissa 
through the woods. In the eYcning I reached 
Acera, where I passed the night at the mission- 
house, being very kindly entertained by Uic native 
teacher before mentioned, who resides there, 

December 2c!. — At 10 a,m. I started again by 
the same route us before for Annainaboc, which 
I reached at 5 There I remained a few days 
longer with my faiend Mr. Drewe ; and when I had 
determined to return to Cape Coasts my friend 
Mr, Cobble kindly furnished me with a canoe^ and 
thus I reached Cape Coast safely after a fortnight’s 
absence. 

There I rcccivccb as before, from Mr, Hutton 
and all the merchants of the place, as well as 
from the officers of the garrison, the greatest at^ 
tentlon and kindness. In fact, they often pi’csscd 
me to become an honorary member of their mess, 
and I trust they will excuse the liberty I take in 
mentioning their names, for It is the only mark of 
gratitude I can give for such kindness and gene- 
rosity. The officers then in garrison belonged to 
Her Miijcstyk Tirst West India regiment, and 
were, — Lioutenunt Togsoii, coininaiuling the fort; 
Lieuteiuint Anton; Mr- Ross, comini ssaiy; and 
Dr. IMTIardy, surgeon. 
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I here waited for the King of Ashanteo'e reply 
to a letter sent to him by Governor llilb as I men- 
tioned above. Tlie reply was despatched in duo 
tiine^ and was to this effect: that the King would be 
happy to see me in Coomassie, and would give me 
iin escort us flir as the Kong Mountains. Having, 
however, soon afterwards heard of the murder of 
one of his subjects, ho sent off an express to over- 
take the Governor’s messenger, with orders for his 
return to Coomassic. ^Vhen he again reached 
that place tlic King s letter was withdrawn, and I 
another substituted for it, informing the Governor 
that though the King would be glad to sec me in 
Coomubsie, ho could not allow me to go farther, 
on account of the murder which had been com- 
mitted. One of his own messengers also was sent 
down, with a largo retinue of attendants, bringing 
a message to the same effect. Upon consulting 
the Governor, he therefore agreed with me that 
it \YOuld be uselcbs to go to Coomasaie, when 
I was aware that I could not penetrate farther. 
Quako, the King’s messenger, was bcnt for, and 
deblred by tlic Governor to tell his master the 
lung, tliat I should not trouble him, since I 
should not be allowed to proceed beyond the 
iimite of his dominions. 

With this message liis Majesty was proba- 
bly much mortified- I must here add that I 
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was much indebted for the intcrc&t Governor 
Hill took in my pro 2 )osed journey> and to his kind 
treatment of inc while I remained at Cape Coast. 

After Bpcndlng a very pleasant Christmas with 
my generous and hospitable friend Mr. Hutton, 
and passing also the New Year’s day In true Hnglish 
style, as far as could be done ia this count ry, (the 
liealth of her !3Iajesty and tlic royal family, witli 
success to tlie army and navy, and other loyal 
toasts, having been drunk Avith much spirit,) I set 
out, on the 2d January, 1845, uccompaiiicd by 
Mr. Hutton, Mr. Smith, and the A&hantce princes 
(who happened to be at Cape Coast to receive 
their pension from the British Government), on a 
journey to a town of some note twenty miles dis- 
tant from the Cape, lying in a nearly north-west 
direction. Our road passed through a coffee planta- 
tion, formerly belonging to the late Mr. Swansea, 
but noAv in the possession of tlxe Missionaries esta- 
blished lit Cape Coast. It was in a much neglected 
condition, owing to the difficulty in prevailing on 
the native labourers to attend to their work. 

A native foreman is too commonly the idlest in 
the gang, and too ready to oucourage those under 
lilm to set their employers at defiance. This re- 
inarlc Avill perhaps be thought by some philuu- 
ihroplc persons very uncharitable; but whoever 
lias had any experience of the character of this 
people Avill corroborate my statements. The situ- 
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ation of this plantation is pretty well chosen, 
as it is close to a river, and has a dwelling-house 
pleasantly situated on a hill of considerable eleva- 
tion. In the garden are some very fine orange, 
lime, and bread-fruit trees, with other smaller 
plants, and pine-apples in great abundance. In 
the plantation the coffee-trcos are very healthy, 
but nearly choked up with weeds and grass, which 
is of very rajild growth in this country. The pine- 
apples are of large size. The greater part of this 
plantation, however’, has been ill choscir. 

On the other side of the streanr the soil is an 
excellent Hack loam, and would doubtless pay 
well if properly cultivated. This place is called 
^Tapoleon, wherefore I am at a loss to ac- 
count, After crossing the stream at the ford, 
about ten yards wide, but only one foot deep iit 
the dry season, and proceeding, still in a north- 
western direction, three miles farther, we came 
to a very neat little kroom, having about two 
hundred inhabitants, called Eyau Awkwaiio. It 
is distant eight miles from Cape Coast, and is go- 
verned by a very handsome black cahocecr, who, 
though yevy good-natured, is, like .all other of 
these chiefs, very fond of large presents, and very 
unwilling to make any in return. Here we halted 
fur breakfast, having the necessary provisions, 
solid and liquid, with ns. 

After resting t^v’0 hours, we set out again, pass- 
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ing over a very rugged and narrow path, conti- 
nually interrupted hj stuinpa of trees, left when 
the ground was cleared for cultivation, as the 
brush-wood is then only burnt and not rooted up. 
Such a road was not very pleasant for our feet, 
but after marching three miles from the last- 
named kroom, wc reached a much larger one, 
containing about one thousand iiilmbitaut>s, nearly 
the whole of whom turned, out to have a peep at 
our cavalcade. These two k rooms arc pleasantly 
situated, and have a soil of the best quality. The 
natives are maintained chiefly by the produce of 
their lands, such as corn, yams, manioc, or cassada, 
bananas, and plantains. Oranges and limes 
grow spontaneously, as well as pine-apples, which 
are gathered and sold at Cape Coast in exchange 
for English cloth, guns, rum, or the fish caught 
and dried there. 

Beyond the last village the road becomes still 
rougher, but is over-arched by large and beautiful 
trees, varioua and singular in appearance, and 
adorned by many kinds of creepers. All tlie 
largo planks and beams brought to Cape Coast are 
carried from tliis neighbourhood on the licads of 
slaves, relays of whom arc stationed at intervals, 
each carrying one largo beam or two })lanks on lus 
head ten or twelve miles. This is certainly hard 
work, particularly for girls. 
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These slaves are only so employed for one niontli 
during tlie Avholo year, and perhaps have the re- 
maining eleven months for their own occupations. 
Doinestio slaves are by no nicans ill treated. They 
always have plenty of food, and clothing is not 
necessary, nor is it worn, with the exception of a 
small piece of cotton cloth tied round the waist. 
They are always treated as part of the family. 
Such a thing as actual want is unknown. 

The beams and planks are, for the most part, of 
the adooinah, a very large and liandsome tree, and 
excellent timber. It is all sawed by hand and pit- 
saws. Saw-mills would be of advantage here. 
Cotton trees of immense ^ize grow In the neigh- 
bourhood, some forty-eight and fifty feet in girth. 
They are only used for canoes, sometimes tbreo 
and even four large canoes being hollowed out of 
one tree. Their wood, however, is too soft for any 
other purpose. The nancie of cotton-tree causes 
many people to suppose that it produces the cotton 
commonly used in manufactures ; such is not the 
case I the cotton produced by this tree is contained 
in oblong pods, about ten or twelve inches long, 
and round at each end, like an egg. This pod 
contains a substance lilce silk, and is used only for 
stuffing pillows or cushions. The pods hang down 
for some length, as If suspended from the end of a 
piece of twine, a foot and a half long. The dsvaif 
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cotton slivubj Tvliich procIucGs the material xisccl in 
our mannfactiire^ also grows spontaneously in this 
neighbourhood. This shrub seldom exceeds five or 
six feet, and lias several si>rcacl!ng stems. Its flower 
is heautlfnb either rod or yellow^ and is succeeded 
by a round and flattisli podj about one incli diameter, 
which, when ripe, hursts, and its seeds are sur- 
rounded by cotton, Avhich, wlicu gathered, is 
cleared of them. They arc black, and in shape 
miieh like the stone of our liips and haws. 

After passing over tho top of a gently sloping 
hill, between two beautiful and well-cultivated 
valleys (the spot where tho Asliantees fought and 
were defeated in one of their most cleterinlned 
battles,) ornamented by beautiful trees, much like 
the tulip-tree in full blossom, we reached a small 
kroora called America, probably so named by the 
European settlers. Here we again halted and took 
a draught of water, Around this little krooni the 
land is cultivated, and there are several very lofty 
trees, very straight and spiral in form, so that it is 
evident how good the soil must be. This place is 
eighteen tniles from Cape Coast. After resting 
half an hour, we set out on our last stage, rather 
fa^rn'ccl from the roughness of tho road, and lu half 
an hour rruched Djowkwa, a pleasant little town, 
with houses tolerably well built of mud and very 
roomy, They are constructed also with a degree 
of regularity seldom seen in African towns. Not 



72 


TXIAVELS IN 


having sent any messenger forwards to announce 
oiu' approach, as Is usnal in Africa, the caboceor 
was unprepared to receive us, and we were, there- 
fore, told to wait a little, a house having been 
shown to us in wl)ich we might stay till he could 
see us. We waited until we lost all patience, and 
were obliged to lie downiuidei" a large tree in the 
market-place. Very large ants tormented iis 
cruelly, both by their teeth and stings. 

At length the cabocecr announced his readiness 
to receive us, and wc liad to repair to another part 
of the town whore he dwelt. TIis house is tlie best 
in the town, and in front of it wc found him 
seated in his chair of state, a rudely constructed 
wooden chair covered with brass nails, under a 
large spreading tree \ chairs and stools wore placed 
for all our party. The great man, however, was 
so drunk as to he wholly unfit to go through the 
ceremony of formally receiving us, and we Averc 
obliged to content ourselves by receiving an 
apology, as he candidly confessed his drunkenness 
and inability to I'ccclve us according to the custom 
of the country. He then retired, and left us 
under the care of liis son, wlio was very willing 
to make himself agreeable by quaffing various 
tumblers of Avine and ale, whicli we had brought, 
as Avell as several glasses of brandy and gin. He, 
consequently, soon showed symptoms of intoxica- 
tion as well as hie father, and continued the 



WESTERN AVniCA. 


73 


palaver till elc^ cn o’clock, wL cn wc were allowed 
to retire to our lodgings for the night, where w^e 
ivci'c each provided with a mat, the 011I7 article of 
furniture considered l)y this x')eoplc as necessary. 

In the planting season, it appears, the farmers 
quit their houses in the town, and go to some 
distance, to bo near the fields ; other ernj^ty houses 
belong to people who go into the interior to seek 
for gold, and -who are absent for some inouths. 

Being well tired with my journey, I slcjot 
soundly, and rose on the following morning much 
refreshed. After breakfast wc announced to the 
caboceer our intention of returning immediately 
to Cape Coast. The old man was quite dis- 
appointed on finding that we did not intend to 
stop for a day or two; but being again drunk, 
and unable to conic and bid us good-bye, he 
cle2)uted his j)rincipal captain to perform that office ; 
at the same time making ns a present of gold-dust 
to the value of nine pounds sterling, ^Yith three 
fat sheep, all of which, cy^cept one of the sheep, 
we declined accepting, as we well knew much more 
would bo expected from us in return. 

It may be proper give some account of this 
chief before I pass on to another subject. He was 
one of the King of Adiaiitec’s head captains, who 
in some wuxy offended his master,' and would have \ 
lost his head, had he not, wdth some others, fled to 
Cape Coast, and put himself under the protection 
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of the English Government, His companions 
were either captured by the Ashautcea in tlie 
town of Cape Coast, or given up by the English, 
and belieaded; but Kucljo Chtbbo having been 
received into the fort, was saved from the death 
Avhich awaited him, and afterwards appointed by 
the Governor caboccer of Djewkwa, and his son 
was sent to school at Cape Coast for some years. Ho 
can, however, now scarcely speak a word of English. 
His fatlicr gets cbmnk the first thing in the morning, 
axid remains so during the remainder of the clay. 

January Ed. — At half-past nine o’clock wo 
sot out ou our return, and reached Capo Coast, 
after sundry halts, at six o’clock in the evening. 

January 30 th. — An opportunity of visiting all 
the principal settlements along the coast as far as 
Whydah having occurred, I wont after a few 
hours’ notice on board the Mechra, a vessel 
belonging to Mr. T. Hutton, ho being himself 
embarked al&o ; and on the 1st of Eebruary we 
rracbod Winnebah. Going on shore wo pro- 
(‘oeded directly to the Mission-house, where wc 
fortunately met the two missionaries, Mr. Brook- 
ing and Jlr. Chapman, who had lately returned 
from Coomassie, They were now on tlioir way 
from Accra, and treated us with great kindness. 
At their departure on the following morning they 
left orders that I should receive every accomino- 
clatlou during my stay at 'Winuebaln 
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This place Is well situated both for trade and 
agricnltiu’e. The lown is built close to the sea, 
very near the mouth of a large river running from 
the interior and emptying itself into the Atlantic. 
The buildings are very irregular, and have mud 
Avails, though veryfuie freestone might lie got in 
great abundance close at hand. Thera is only 
one stone hoUvSe in the place. Its chief article of 
trade is pulm-oil, whicU is lirought from some 
distance in tlie interior. The inhabitants make 
a pretty comfortable living by fishing, as the fish 
is plentiful in the sea here, the average number 
caught by each fisherman being five thousand. This, 
however, is only the case at certain seasons. The 
fish are dried and sent into tlie interior, wlicre 
gold dust is given in exchange. Their method of 
drying fish is A'cry .'dimple. If the fish exceeds the 
size of a small herring, it is split up the back, and 
the whole are spread in rows in the sun, and after 
having been turned twice during the day, on the 
second day are completely cured, without the 
addition of salt. A great many sharks are also 
dried, and when large cut into several pieces. At 
Winncbali tliey do not smoke the fi Ji, as is done 
in many places. 

Nowhere on this const did I fijitl so great a 
diversity of character and manner as in this place. 
Natives from tAvo-thirds of all Africa arc to be 
seen here. Any person actpiiaintod willi the fea- 
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turcs of the different African tribes might easily 
distinguish them. No doubt they have been 
brought from various parts of the interior as 
slaves. The men are generally tall and athletic ; 
the 'VYomcn much handsomer than those at Cape 
Coast. They seem good-tempered, lively, and 
fond of dress, aa all their countrymen are. 

Pigs, oxen, sheep, goats, fowls, duclcsj and tur- 
keys, are fine and plentiful for the space of ten 
miles square. 

Immediately behind the town, the country is a 
beautiful level, studded here and there with clumps 
of trees, and the soil is rich and black. Ten miles 
oif is a chain of mountains. The western point 
terminates in what is called the Devil’s Hill, about 
four hundi'cd feet high, bearing from the town of 
Winnehah N.W. by W. The whole surrounding 
country looks beautiful, and much resembles a 
fine large park in England. The lower or western 
part of this plain is flooded in the rainy season. 

On e:san'iinmg the vegetation and soil in the 
bed of this occasional lake, I found the borders 
covered Avith a small plant, called by the natives 
yanwin, Avliich grows near all salt lakes on this 
coast. This plant is used by them as a medicine. 
It is also common in both England and Scotland 
among the rooks on the sea-coast, and much 
prized as a salad or pickle : in England it 
is named samphire. The growth of this plant 
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here shows that in the rainy bcason, when the 
river is much swollen, the sea rises considerably 
liighcrj and makes the water of the river aiul this 
lake salt, as I ha\c ne\er found this plant itscll 
\cry salt to tJiC taste near fresh water. 

The river Jeusu, which falls into the Atlantic 
about throe qiuutcrs of a mile to the cast of 
Winnebah, is said by the natives to be na\igahie 
upwards of two hundred miles; but I only 
ascended it about six or seven miles* It is very 
shallow at its nioulh duxdng the ebb of the tidc> 
owing to the bar invariably formed at the mouth 
of all rivers on this part of the African coubt 
by tlie tremendous surf which always prevails. 
About half a mile above its mouth the river 
deepens ; its banks are abrupt, and about five feet 
above the surface of t])e water. In the dry season 
the current is very sluggish, not exceeding a mile 
and a half nn hour. For two miles from the sea 
trees and large shrubs adorn both banks, fall of 
various birds of beautiful plumage. Amongst 
these I could distinguish two species of king- 
fishers, one as large as a thrush, and the other not 
larger than a tom-tit; the smaller much darker in 
colour than the other. Alligators are very large and 
numerous ; juuI I observed the bca flowed at a con- 
siderable height xip the river as far as I ascended. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Native La-rts— Ko^ucry of tlie Nalivca ; White ileu fair Game — 
^iupGiBtition— EotUh'housea — Colour, HabLifi, of the Na- 

tiveb — Provalcnce of Diunkoimcss — Disgusting' Neglect— 
Fashion in Shaving — Tally Sy«teni — Population — Accra — Hr. 
Bamrerinim nnd lii-s IlospitiUify— Daniali Accraj paitly Bo' 
inolished — Ocea4on of IIub — Attempt to assassinate the 
Governor — English Accra, its Tiadc niiioli reduced by Compe- 
tition with Americans — Cuirency — lilcrchanta' Ilouscb — i‘’uuts 
and Flo'rters — The C’oromaiitinc Apple — Niitivcb most export 
Thieves — Population — Circuuicision — Hode of Carrying Chil- 
dren — Sleep in the Open Air— HauufacturcM — Fish — Didiciilfc 

"^'’■'^janding — Salt Luke— Soil Gaining and Drinking— PopuUii ion 

of English Accra — Stock — Cruel Treatment of lloiscs — Want 
of Natural Affection — Sail for Aiigiiay — Iiuav<lcd by an iCngUsh 
Erig — Hr. Hutton’s Factory at Ahguay — A Prunkcii Caboocor 
— ^His Bre&s and Attendants — A Principal Fetish-woman, her 
Dress — Dance perfoiuied by Her — ^Natives of Ahguay — Slavc- 
merchants — Cotton and Indigo — Llarketa — Treatment of 
Slaves — Characteristics of Africans — Fish — Method of Dressing 
the Crab— Alligators — AUigator-Uuut— Plants and Fruits — The 
Yel vot- Tamarind— Popoo—Hr. Lawson, a Native Merchant — 
Introduction to his Wives— Merchants, their Mode of Living 
— Slave-Tmde — Population — Maiuifactures — Gaming and 
Drinking — Kankio— M. ]!)e Suza’s Slave Fstahlialuucnt — His 
Plouse— Hib Domestic Slaves — Noisy Iteception by the Cabo- 
eeer — Treatment of Slaves. 

The native laws are not severe. Theft is 
pXHiished hy fine, imprisonmentj or flogging, ac- 
cording to the magnitude of the offence. Adultery 
Is punished by compelling the adulterer to pay the 
original price for tvhich the adulteress was pur- 
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chatoCil l)y her husbajid^ and the culprit then tuki.» 
the woman to liimtoclf. But female \irtue licitl 
in so little c&tecm, that opportuuiticb ot‘ uifidelity 
arc oftou afforded by husbands to souie of his 
favoiu'ite wives lor the purpose of extorting money 
and getting rid of her. The common ])iice oi‘ a 
wife hero and at Cape Coast is slxlccu dolhus. 
A Avife is very seldom purchased when more than 
twenty years old; but generally when five or 
six years younger^ so that very old men luu^e fre- 
t|iiontly ten or a dozen wives much younger 
than their own daughters. Not even the appear- 
ance of affection exists between husband and Avlfca 
or between parents and children. So little do 
they care for their offspring, that many olfered 
to sell me any of their sons or daughters as slavca. 
They arc, to spealc the truth, in point of parental 
affection inferior to brutes. 

The caboccer is judge and chief magistrate at 
Winnebah, his captains forming his council or 
jury; but a white man who has been robbed 
seldom obtains any redress, since the natives con- 
sider liim as fair game, and the caboceer, doubt- 
less, receives part of the plunder. Whenever, 
therefore, 1 detected the offenders, I gave the 
thieves a good sound Hogging myhclf. There are 
hero, as all along the cuav-:i, feti?:ii-houscs hi many 
different parts of the toAvn; and the image Avor- 
shipped by them is a rude figure made of clay, in 
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a sitting postures and as nearly like a liuman 
being as the artist can make it. On certain days 
they prostrate themselves and kiss the ground, 
■vvlxcn thej come near rany of their sacred places. 
Nothing offends them more than showing con- 
tempt for their fetish. This Is resented more 
especially by their fetish-men, or priests ; there are 
also many fetish-women on this part of the coast. 

The natives vary much in colour, owing to the 
mixture of the different tribes; those of the 
purest raco have wliat is called a good black hue, 
woolly hah, lugh forehead, with tlic U2)pGr part 
narrow and round. The average height of the 
men is five feet nine inches ; of the women, about 
five feet six inches : they are well made. They 
usually wear only a cloth round their loins, but 
the younger of both sexes generally go entirely 
naked. They most commonly wash themselyes 
once in twenty-four hours, but lie on the ground 
huddled together like pigs. Their food is chiefly, 
yams, plantains, kankie, fish, and palm-oil. The] 
caboceer and his captains generally get drunk with 
palm-wine, peto, and rum, twice in the twenty- 
four hours. 

Much neglect seems to prevail at the time of the 
birth of male children, respecting the separation of 
the umbilical cord. Many boys, and even men, may 
be seen with protruding navels as large as a duck’s 
egg, sometimes turned down at the end. They have 
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many dilTcront fashions in shaving their heads ; 
some leave only a small tuft on the crown; others, 
a tuft on one side just ahovc tlic ear; others, 
narrow strips from die middle of the foreliead to 
the top of the head ; otluirs, again, from ear to car, 
thus dividing the head into four parts. Some 
shave their heads only from the forehead to the 
suture, which is vciy observable in the skulls 
kept in their fetlsli -houses. Of letters or cyphers 
they arc wholly ignorant. Their tally is kept in 
grains of Indian corn, so many being put in one 
small bag as an account against the debtor, and 
in another as the number due to the creditor. 
Surnames are not in use In any part of the Western 
Coast,’*’ except among the few who have been eJu- 

The natives name their children after the daj" of the week, 
and if more than one child is horn on the same day of the week, 
they are called First j Second j and so on according to their 
floniority. 


Sunday . . 

. Queacra, 

Thni'ftday . . Yowda. 

Monday . . 

. Adjiida. 

Friday , , . Foora, 

Tuesday , . 

, Bcnada. 

Saturday . . Mcmenda 

Wednesday . 

. Ewkra. 


Persons bom on each day of the week : — 


Mon, 

Women. 

Sunday, , 

. , Qiiashio 

. . , Aquesua, 

iVIoncIay 

. , Kiidjo . 

. . . Adjewa. 

Tuesday , 

. . Kohra . 

, . . Aahitiaba, 

Wednesday 

. . tiuako , 

, . . Akooa. 

Tliurhday . 

. . (hiaow . 

. , , Yaha. 

Friday . . 

, . Kaffce . 

, . . Efwa. 

Saturday . 

. , Qaamina , . . Amina, 


E 3 
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catcd, whose number is very smalh considering the 
time that missionaries and schools have been 
established among them. The town of Winnebah 
contains about four thousand inhabitants. 

[February 5th, 1845. — We set sail from Winne- 
bah and landed at Accra. On the morning of the 
6th I went on shore and visited Mr. Bannennan, 
whose hospitality and kindness are well known to 
Europeans, After breakfasting with him, I went 
to see some more of my friends in this place ; and 
with Mr. Gcdge, a British merchant established 
here, I remained during my stay. lie drove me 
over the Danish Accra, where avc visited the 
Grovernor, a very kind and gentlemanly man. 

Two days previous to my arrival at Accra, he 
had been under the necessity of destroying part 
of the town, as the inhabitants of the demolished 
houses had received and harboured a party of 
miscreants who had come down from the Wood- 
lands with the intention of murdering him. The 
I)arty, amounting to fifty armed men, had stationed 
theuiselvevS on the beach to waylay his Excellency 
when he landed from a Danish vessel anchored 
in the roads, on hoard of which lie had gone to 
visit the commander ; but before the boat came 
within gunshot of the beach, a signal from the 
fort warned them to keep off. His Excellency, 
thereupon, returned to the ship, and brought a few 
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marines in another Loat, wlio soon put these would- 
be assassins to flight. When he had ascertained 
where they had been score ted^ his Excellency 
ordered that part of the town to be cannonaded. 
I visited the ruiiiSj and it was certainly a wretched 
spectacle to boo so many houses iu asheSj and then 
inliabitants encamped on the outskirts of tlui 
town^ with such articles of furniture as they were 
able to save from destruction. Fortunately;, this 
being the dry season, they were not so much ex- 
posed as otherwise they might have been. 

These people feel the destruciion of their 
abodes the more as their dwellings are their 
family sepulchrCvS ; every memlier of the family 
being invaribly buried under the floor. ’\Yhat 
rendered their case still more wretched^ was, 
knowing that they would not be allowed to rebuild 
their houses^ as the Governor intends to build bar- 
racks upon the site of the ruins. 

It may be well to give some inform atioii re- 
specting the origin of this untoward event. The 
cliief of the Acjuapiin country had a rival in his 
own brother^ who established his claim upon the 
grounds, that, although not tlie lawful heir, he had 
been ehoscu^ as was the custom, by the people ; 
the decision of the matter was therefore referred 
to the arbitration of the Governor of the Danisli 
fort at Accra. The rival chiefs, us is usual in such 
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cases, repaired to Accra^ and waited in tlic market- 
place until tkelr arrival was announced to tlie 
Governor. During this interval^ one of the parties 
commenced their palaver; but the lawful chief 
declared his determination not to enter into any 
palaver^ except in the Governor’s presence. High 
words ensued, and the usurping party withdrew 
to the houses where they had deposited their arms, 
with which they immediately returned ; and, nnth- 
out ceremony, fired upon their opponents, killing 
and wounding several of them, as well as several 
individuals no way concerned in the affair. This 
enraged not only the opposing party, hut also the 
people of Danish Accra, who instantly attacked 
and pursuedtheir assailants, who iinmcdiatoly fled. 
They were, however, speedily overtaken, and com- 
pelled to fight, and several, on both sides, were 
killed. Six of the chiefs of the usurping party 
were beheaded, with their chief Owoosoo, and 
their heads were carried back to Accra, and 
placed close by the gate of the fort. When the 
Danish Governor was informed of this, he ordered 
tlie heads to be buried, and, as soon as he con- 
veniently could, went himself to the Aquapiin 
country, in order to settle, if possible, their palaver. 
However, this could not be done with satisfaction 
to both parties, consequently the usurping party 
(whose chief was killed) determined to kill the 
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Danish Governor. This^ as wc have incutioneJj 
was happily prove iitccL The name of the rival 
chiefs were Ahdoorn and Owoosoo. 

English Accra is well situated on tlic sca-coasij 
in 5” 31' 9" N". latitude^ and 11' 5^' W. longitude — 
Dutch Accra joining it. Tliis place cuirlcs on 
a considerable trade in gold, palm-oil, and ivory ; 
but the Engllfeh trade is now much reduced, on 
account of the luimbcr of American vessels which 
visit the Mdiole coast, with goods of a very in- 
ferior description, and, of course, at a very low 
price. Moreover, the American captains generally, 
for a trifle of extra pay^ act as siyievcargoes, 
hawking their goods in all seaport towns, as our 
pedlars do in England; and as the natives cannot 
dlstiiignish a good from an inferior article, the 
fair trader, or resident merchant (whose ex- 
penses are very great), is much injured. Dollars 
and cowries are the proper currency ; but oil and 
ivory, as well as gold, arc generally exchanged for 
goods suitable for the country, such as cotton, 
cloths, gun, gunpowder, and flints. 

There are several old-established merchants in 
Accra, both native and English, Of the former, 
several havcbccn educated in England, and are very 
respectable men, who have done much for the im- 
provement and appearance of Accra. Their houses, 
aa far as is consistent with the climate, where the 
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thermometer ranges from 82" to 87^ In tlie shade, 
are built on the Eiiglish plan, with large gardens 
and pleasure-grounds, laid out at an enormous 
expense, thoagh not very productive, as the soil 
in tlie immediate neighbourhood is cliiefly sand 
or gravel, and very dry and barren. 

Cactus of dilferont kinds, and the prickly pear, 
grow here in great abundance; the cashew nut, 
which produces much fruit, is also coiuiuon, as 
well aa oranges, limes, bananas, plantains, and 
pine-apples, witli aiiotlier very delicious fruit, not 
very common on this coast, called the Corouuintiuo, 
or Ciomantlno apple, from tlio Dutch settlement 
bearing that name near Anuamaboc. Its nati\G 
name, however, is Aroinbobgway. It is about the 
size of a hen’s egg, and has nearly the shape of a 
pear. Its colour, when ripe, ia a dark yellow; iis 
skin smooth, with an oblong grain. Its sweetness 
is mixed with a slight acidity. The natives prize 
it highly as a preventive against sea-siclaicss. 
Its seeds are four in number, oblong, and about 
three quarters of an inch in length, very thin 
towards the edge, gradually thickening towai’ds 
the centre to three* eighths of an inch. In colour 
it is similar to the horse-chestnut ; the inner part 
is of a pale yellow, and easily separated in the 
middle. 

The natives of Accra aro allowed, by all other 
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people from Cape Cuiibt to Benin, to be the greatest 
and iiio&t expert thieves along the whole coast ; 
hilt iny experience does not enable me to perceive 
any great differeucc in this I'cspect, for I have 
foinicl them all a great deal more dexterous than 
was convcnioiit, white lueii being always con- 
sidered as lawiul prey in all cases. Even in the 
market they will always ask four times tho proper 
price from an European. The population is inucli 
mixed here as well as at 'VYinnebah; but there arc 
considerably more inidattoes in proportion to tho 
respective population of the two places. Tliis^ 
no doubt, arises from their having had more inter- 
course with Etiropeans. Circumcision is practised 
by a considerable nunil)er. This custom was in- 
troduced by some of the slaves Ijrought from the 
Interior ; as I observed the same practice in sevex^al 
towns on the hanks of llic Niger when there in 
1841. In Accra this operation is performed upon 
tlie children generally at the age of ten or eleven 
years, after which a square grass mat, about the 
thickness of coarse canvass, is worn by the hoy 
till the woiuicl is healed, by whicli those who Iiave 
undergone the operation are easily dlstmguished 
from other»s. 

Many of the natives, both male and female, go 
entirely naked, till they arc twelve or thirteen 
years old ; and all, when grown up, except a very 
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feWj tave the upper part of their bodies entirely 
naked^ as well as their legs and feet. The women 
invariably carry their child upon their back while 
in the performance of their domestic duties, and 
even on their long journeys into the bush to buy 
provision, cither for their families or for sale in 
the market. All laborious duties fall on the 
wives; fishing, planting corn or manioc, is the 
only work performed by the husband. The 
child, as before stated, is carried on its mother’s 
back or hips, resting upon a kankie — a sort of 
pad in tlie shape of a half moon, fixed tightly 
round the loins, and protruding at least six inches. 
The child is scaled on this sort of pad or saddle, 
with a strip of country cloth round the upper part 
of its body, as well as its mother, to keep It in its 
proper place. When the child requires the mother’s 
breast, you will often see it reaching its head 
round to the front, and catcliing hold of the 
breast with both hands, to support itself while 
sucking, the mother continuing her pace unaltered, 
wdth perhaps a hundred-weight of yams and fruit 
on her head, during a journey of twelve or fifteen 
miles. The women’s breasts are generally much 
larger and looser than those of an Euro];)ean, 
and frequently hang down as low as the waist, 
which is very convenient for the infant when 
seated in its saddle. 
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During the dry ^earfon the natives very seldom 
sleep in their houses in any part of the west 
coast of Africa^ hut lie on a tlilu grass mat outside 
of their IioltscBj without any covorliig. Country 
cloths arc manufactured at Accra^ hut not ex- 
tensively. Drip or /liter stones are made from 
an cxc*eU(3ut stone found here, superior to any 
other for that purpose. The same stone is also 
used for hiiilcling. Fish Is very ahundaiii gene- 
rally, amongst which is one of a very peculiar 
flavour, nuicli esteemed, and not found on any 
other part of tlic coast, called by the natives 
po(jie- The fish is generally dried in the same 
fashion as at Winnebab. Quantities of the&c fibh 
are sent into the interior, even to A&hautee. 

The landing is difficult at certain season'^, 
owing to a great many ridges of rocks. In 
the rear of the town is a salt lake of con- 
siderable magnitude, frequently brolccn in upon 
by the sea, which washes away the sand-bank, 
separating the one from the other. Three or four 
miles behind the town is fine land for cultivation, 
but between that distance and the town the soil is 
sandy, mixed with shells and other niaiinc sub- 
stances, leaving no doubt that the sou, at a 
former period, covered the surface. Gamitig and 
drinking are prevalent here to a great extent. 
Cards, and a game called Adjito, arc the prin- 
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clpal games. Draughts arc also played ui Dutch 
Accra. 

English Accra^ according to my estimation^ con- 
tains about seven thousand Inhabitants. Stock of 
dilFcrcnt kinds is abundant; and if any attontion 
'vvero paid to ih it might be wonderfully iinprovetl, 
but the Africans pay no attention either to do- 
mestic or wild animals; even the dog or horse, 
the two most sagacious of all the animal creation, 
excite in them no Interest whatever. If not driven 
to it, they will suffer a liorso to stand for days, tied 
up without food or water. In fact, in no case do 
they exhibit any feeling either of rcganl or affection, 
to merit even a com 2 ^arison willi any of the lower 
animals, lielng also selfish in the extreme, in every 
point where no traces of education arc found. 

February 11th, — I sailed from Accra, for Ah- 
guay, accompanied by Mr. Hutton, onboard the St, 
Helier of Jersey, Master, Dcslands. Tliis vessel 
being consigned to Sir. Hutton, with goods for liis 
factories on the leeward coast, gave me a good 
opportunity of visiting each where liis fac- 

tories are established, as well as many of the prin- 
cipal towuis and markets in the neighbouvliood. 

On the 12th, at ten a,m., we were boarded by 
the Cygnet^ brig-of-war, the same vessel in which 
I was ordered a passage from England, previous 
to my being transferred to the Prometheus 
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Only a short time previous^ ahe liad run a large 
Spanhh slaver on sliore^ iiiucli larger tliaii Jicrsclf, 
and well armed. She was then on the look-out 
for a felucca^ which was afterwards taken by the 
Iljjdra steamer. On the idth^ wc wore boarded 
by the ^tav^ Captain Dunlop^ ofl‘Popoc^ a town of 
slave- trading notoriety. 

On the same evening wc anchored off Alignay, 
another of the greatest blave-inarts on the coast of 
Africa ; and on the following morning Avent on 
shore in one of Mr. Hutton’s canoes^ which we 
brought from Cape Coasts as well as a crew of 
canoemcn, as there is great difficulty at times 
when shipping slaves in obtaining them^ for they 
are generally themselves slaves, and their master^ 
invariably slave-dealers^ Spaniards and Portu- 
guese. In fact, all the natives here who can afford 
it arc all concerned in this traffic. 

After lauding, Ave proceeded to Mr. Hutton’s 
factory, on the south side of the tOAvn, facing 
the sea, dustanb half a mile, over a bed of loose 
dry sand, and always very hot. The sea-breeze, 
however, renders it less distressing. Upon near- 
ing tlie factory, Ave Averc met by the caboceer, 
a tall fat man, Avith bluodsliot eyes. lie ap- 
peared to bo a complete specimen of the drunken 
sot, which I found to be truly the case. lie 
wore a country cloth round his loins, and a light 
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blue hat, too small for him. On his wrists ho 
had lieavj iron bracelets, rudely manufactured. 
On this occasion he was attended by his principal 
captains, or lieadmen, but what in any civilized 
country would be called a dibgustiug rabble. 
About twenty or thirty had old Danish muskets, 
with which they kept uj) an irregular fire Avheii 
the guns were inclined to go off, which was seldom 
the case more than once out of four times. A 
great many, however, never broke silence, running 
round their chief like so many loose hounds, and 
performing tlie most ludicrous and disgusting 
gestures, to show, as they Imagined, their great 
superiority to strangers. 

This remarkable cavalcade was accompanied by 
the principal of the fetish’ women. Her dress or 
surplice was of the most grotesque description. 
On her head was a fore-and-.aft hat, in the form of 
a naval cocked hat, made of grass or rushes, ma- 
nufactmed like our rush baskets in England; a 
number of greegrees, or charms, were suspended 
round her neck. Her lower garment, or official 
costunie, was a thick coat of thatch of tlie long 
grass, one end plaited into a band about four feet 
long. This band is tied round the body, the loose 
ends of the grass hanging downwards in the form 
of the Highlander’s kilt, but not quite so good 
loulsing. The fetish-woman also wears on these state 
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occasions a sheep or goat’s skull on her forcheach 
outside her rush cap* She also carries two rude 
wooden halons^ one in each hand* She dances to 
the music of her two hatonsj heating on each other, 
licr motion being about as graceful as a haycock 
shaken on the top of a haymaker’s pitchfork. 
ITcr body is white-washed witli a very fine lime, 
mamifacfcuvod from the oystcr-shcll, which is here 
in great abuiulaucc. 

Nothing of parlicular interest struck me in Ah- 
guay, the slaTC- trade being the principal traffic. 
Palm-oil and a little ivory are purchased by Mr. 
Hutton, the only European factor in the place. 
The character of the natives is depraved in the ex- 
treme. As in all other slave -dealing settlements, 
they are aided by each other in every sort of 
villany, murder not excepted. The example 
set them by the Spaniards and Portuguese is 
certainly bad. These are very numerous here, 
Besides those actually slave “merchants, a great 
number of slave crows are Innded here, amono-st 
whom very frequently deadly encounters take 
place with the knife or pistol. 

Cotton is cultivated by the natives, spun, and 
woven into cloth. In spinning, the distaff is the 
^ only system or method known. They use a con- 
■ skier able quantity of lime on their fingers when 
spinning, to prevent the perspiration staining 
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tho thread. Indigo also grows licrc^ as -wgII as 
in all the neighboiirliooch and is inauufacturcd 
rudely by the natives. The leaves arc pounded 
or beaten on a stoncj until they beconiG one mass. 
They are afterwards made up into round balls^ 
about tho size of a crlclcet-balL They arc then 
exposed in the market for sale. 

There are two small markets daily in Ahguaj^, 
which are tolerably well biipplicd with articles of 
consumption. Brazilian tobacco is sold in the 
market^ — ^no doubt taken in exchange for slaves ; 
yams, manioc root, plantain and biiuana, pine- 
apples, cashew nuts^ ginger and pepper; ground 
nuts and cotton are also sold in the market, 
as also country pots of very fair workmanship, 
grass bags, and mats of -various kinds and of 
mixed colours, some displaying considcrahlo taste 
and skill. The bush-rat is also dried, and 
sold in the market. The slaves are let out, like 
horses, to work; those selected for exportation 
work in irons. The ironvS are worn round the 
neck, the length of chain between each slayo 
being about a yard and a half ; but I have never 
seen any of them perform half what in England 
would be considered a day’s work for a boy of 
fourteen years of age. The habits of all being ^ 
natuYally indolent, they never expect half a day’s ( 
work from their slaves. 
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The condition of the domestic is very difFcreiit 
to ^Y]lafc the people in England are led to suppose, 
except those who are exported. They are con- 
feidored as part of the family, and are very seldom 
worked heyond what is necessary fur cxcreisc. 
They are constantly, as I liavc already said, sup- 
plied with plenty of food, whicli is always in great 
ahundance; and if tliey are sick they arc sure of 
being provided fur. Tlnj owner will always take care 
of his slaves for his own sake. As I luivo before 
stated, nothing approaching affection, or that re- 
gard perceptible in the civilized world, can he 
traced in the character of the uncivilized Afri- 
can ; neither can I convince myself that education 
even will establish in the breast of an African 
those fine feelings to be found in the European. 
The fox exhibits a treacherous cunuing, but can 
never be trained to that sagacity and attachment 
possessed by the spaniel or Newfoundland dog. 
I may be considered severe in my I’emarks, bizt 
the real character of the African has often been 
sadly mistaken, for want of actual knowledge. 

The African can never be properly appreciated 
where he has a chance of obtaining anything 
by feigning any passion towards you, which 
may be deemed must likely to obtain what he 
desires. But go amongst tliem poor enough, UvS 
I was, only to t>ay for what you purchase, wltli- 
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out anything to give awny^ then you will never 
be troubled with any of their importunities or pre- 
tended friendship. 

The reception experienced by Mr. Hutton and 
myself from the caboceers was purely with a 
view to obtain presents^ as in the two following 
days we were surrounded by tbenij begging rum 
and other articles. 

At Ahguay fish are caught in great abundance, 
as are also crabs, both land and water. They 
are converted into a very delicious dish by the 
natives. The crab is dismciuborcd, and his claws 
cracked or broken; all the fish is Uikon out, m 
also that in the main ))ody. The >substanco is 
then finely minced Logefher, seasoned with iiow 
palm-oil or suet, and well seasoned witli pep- 
per.^ This operation is performed after the 
Grab is parboiled. The whole of the preparation 
iv$ then packed closely Into the shell of the body 
of the crab, and put into an oven and baked. 
It is brought to the table in the shell. This would, 
in my opinion, become a choice dish in England. 
Immediately behind this town is the fine Lagoon 
river, Avhich is navigated by great numbers of 
canoes from a considerable distance. The greater 
part of the fish used In this country Is caught in 

* This dish is called Icatok him. In the Pantee country, hota/i, 
signifies crab, and Im, pudding. 
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this lagoon, which ahouncls with a variety of fi&h, 
and great numbers of alligators, which arc often 
very dangerous to peroons batliing in the ri\cr. 
A short time ago a large party were bathing, 
iimongbt whom was only one man. An alligator 
seized him, and of course killed him. In conse- 
cpicnce of this, the natives turned, accompanied 
by their fetish- men, and clctennined to hunt 
alligators until tliey found the same one who 
had killed their conipaiilon. After killing ten or 
eleven alligators, it was declared by the fctish-maii 
that they had at last caught the offender; for he 
informed the party that h!s fetish had asiaured 
him of it. No doubt the fetish-man was now tired 
of the sport. 

The river here is about seventy yards wide, in 
the dry season, and three and a half feet deep, 
The current is about one mile per hour: source 
from West to East. From the northern bank the 
land is very level, and the soil rich black loam and 
sand. It is partially cultivated for the growth of 
yams, cassada or manioc, cotton, and indigo. I 
observed some very singular lieatli at this place, 
about tvro miles from the river; as also fern, 
wdiich I could not distinguish from a species 1 
have observed in Great Britain and in Scutlaud, 
culled the lady or female fern. The velvet tama- 
rind aloo grows here in great abundance. It is a 

VOL. I. F 
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small fruit, about balf an incli in diameter, nearly 
round; it grows witli a pod closely resembling 
fine black cotton velvet. The pod is about the 
thickness of a penny-piece of copper, in its centre, 
and has a sweet acid taste, much prized by the 
natives. Althougli small in comparison with the 
common tamarind of this country, it is much more 
delicate and delicious. The tree, at a little distance 
from the sea, grows about twenty-five feet high, 
spreading in a regular conical form, and forming 
an agreeable shade from the burning rays of the 
sun. Its leaves are small, like the English plum- 
tree; its fruit distributed very rcgularl}^ hlany 
other dclicions fruits are found hero, growing on 
shrubs of the laurel tribe. Some of the fruit are 
oblong, others round, and about the size of a sloe, 
the colour of all is yellow when ripe. Some also 
grow in pods about the size and shape of a large 
capsicum, containing a large quantity of seeds. 
This neighbourhood would, in my opinion, j)rovc 
an excellent field for a botanist. 

On the morning of the 15th, Mr. Hutton, 
myself, and a few more of the people (natives), 
set out in a canoe to visit Popoe, and call upon 
Mr, Lawson and his family. Popoe is about eight 
miles to the westward of Ahgiiay, and is situate, 
like the latter place, close to the sea, having the 
lagoon hohlud, or to the north of the town. My 
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friend, Mr. Hutton, liiid forwarded a communica- 
tion of liis intention to visit Popoe. Mr, Lawson, 
as well as most of his family, were horn at Accra, 
and arc consequently Fan tees. He Is a lit tie old 
man, much under the middle size, a jet blade, with 
round shoulders, or bordering mure upon the 
buffiilo or hump-baclc. He very graciously con- 
descended to inlrodiicc us to tAv^o of his favourite 
wives, of extraordinary dimensions, for circum- 
ference of body is here considered a principal 
mark of beauty. They were seated facing us, on 
the opposite side of the room, tlie old man seating 
himself by our side. With one of his best grins, 
he pointed out tlic two huge flesh mountains as 
his wives, upon which they seemed much grati- 
fied. Each damsel had on her wrist a pair of large 
solid silver bracelets, weigh ing about half a pound 
cacli, very plain, and similar to those worn by the 
convicts in the dock -yards in England. The 
ladles seemed about twenty- four yeariS of age ; 
while their old matrimonial pai’tner, very much 
resembling a monkey, was about seventy, 

Mr. Lawvson’s two sons are living in the nest 
house to their father, tiiid carry on a trade in all 
sorts of goods of British manufacture, which are 
exchanged for palm-oil and ivory. Their lioiiscs 
arc good, and in every way arranged to imitate 
our English style. They also enjoy every luxury 

F 2 
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■vvlnch can be procured from European nations, 
as well as those of tholr own country. They are 
very kind and hospitable in their own liouses to 
those witli whom they are acquainted, but they 
are very deceitful and treacherous in their cha- 
racter. If an English man-of-war or merchant- 
man is in the offing or in the roads, the old man 
acknowledges the British flag, but the moment 
the flag of another nation is displayed, he, like 
the Vicar of Bray, acknowledges that also. 

The old man professes great attachment for the 
Engllsli, and even pretends to give our naval 
officers Information respecting the slave-trade, hut 
it is needless to sa^ that it is always false ^ as he is one 
of the moat notorious slave-dealers on llic coast 
himself; although I believe that it is not gene- 
rally known in England he is at all conccrnecl 
in that traffic. This statement, however, may be 
relied upon, as I am writing from ocular demon- 
stration, as well as from authentic information, to 
a much greater extent than even fell under my 
own observation. I have also obtained informa- 
tion which may very probably lead to Implicate one 
in this abominable traffic who is little suspected, 
and whose duty, according to British kw, it is to 
suppress this trade. But I shall, after obtaining 
more information with regard to the conduct of 
this individual, write fully upon this subject. 
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Mr. Lawvson^ owing to his great trade and wealth 
acquired by the slave-trade, is acknowledged by 
the inhabitants as the leading man in PopOGj 
althougli they have a caboceer, or dootay^ who is 
acknowledged ns hereditary chief magistrate or 
ruler; for Mdicn Mr. Lawson interfere.s, the 
opinion or order of tlie caboccor is disregarded. 

Popoe contains about five llioiisaud Inhabitants, 
amoiig>st whom arc many Spaniards and Portu- 
guese, whoso uumberto are considerably increased 
of late, owing to the crcAVS of several captured 
slave-ships being landed at Whydali. Cotton is 
cultivated, and manufactured here to a consider- 
able extent. Earthen j}ots and jugs are also 
manufactured. Drinking and gaming is becoming 
more prevalent among the natives. Their chief 
drink is rum, and peto, which, if properly managed, 
would make good beer. I made ale from the In- 
dian corn a few days ago, which I expect to prove 
tolerably good. The games they practise are 
cards, di’aiights (no doubt introduced by Eu- 
ropeans), and the game of adjito, before-men- 
tioned. Tobacco is also much sought after by 
the natives. Their chief food consists of kankic,''^ 
and fish, which is caught in great abundance in 
the lagoon, Manloc-voot is much in use for 

* KiUikie is Indian corn ground, made into dough, wrapped in 
leaveSj and tlicn baked or boiled in lumpa, the ake of a man’s fist. 
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farina for supplying the slaves >vhllc in barra- 
eoons^ and also for their own consumption. Yams 
are not so plentiful as on many other parts of the 
coast. Stock of every description is hero in 
abimclanccj and of a superior description; but 
unfortunately little attention is pnid to the im- 
provement of it. They never fatten any of their 
stock previous to using them. The soil round this 
neighbourhood is very good and level. 

On a small island^ on the opposite side of the 
Ingoon from Popoo, is a large slave cstabliskinent 
ivith several baracoons, belonging to Isidore de 
Suza, son of M. dc Suza of Whydah, who is the j 
greatest slave- dealer in all Africa^ although in 
other respects a very kind and generous man. Mr. 
Hutton and myself visited the island, and called 
tipon Isidore, We were ushered into a large hall, 
or principal apartment, beautifully arranged in the 
Spanish style, and richly furnished with European 
materials, Pound this apartment were arranged 
prints, in rich gold frames, of K’apoleou in his 
principal battles, as svell as his disinterment ut St. 
Plelena, and second funeral in France. In a few 
minutes Isidore himself made his aj)pGarancG, and 
gave us a hearty reception. His house is very 
pleasantly situated, commanding a full view of the 
Atlantic Ocean. It is well situated for his trade 
of elavc-dcaling. Isidore is a tall, stout man, of 
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pleasing exjn’cssion and agreeable manners. He 
is kind and generous to all bis doiuestics^ who live 
in case and indolence. The greater part of his 
domestic slaves are at all times either playing 
at some game which can be enjoyed either lying 
down or sitting, or stretched at full length in the 
dirt, like so many pigs. The African does not ]>lay 
any games recpiiring exercise of body, but will lie 
for a whole day scarcely changing liis position, 
except to eat ; and on these occasions he generally 
eats as much as three or four Europeans. 

On tins island I observed the finest cattle I had 
seen on this part of the coast. They are properly 
attended to, having proper sheds, and slaves ap- 
pointed to attend to tliem. I also saw a very 
handsome pony here, and in good condition. 
Isidore is of Portuguese parents. 

After crossing the lagoon, we returned to 
Pop 00, where we went through the same ordeal 
of reception, by the continued annoyance of the 
firing of old muskets close to our heads, as well as 
several four-pounders placed on the sand (pro- 
cured from the wreck of some of the slave-vessels 
driven on shore), and fired as quickly as they could 
be crammed full of powder, nearly as large as 
swan-shot. Here wo wore followed by at least 
three or four hundred ragamuffins of all descrip- 
tions, clapping hands, beating tom-toms, firing 
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miisketSj flourishing a sort of bill-book^ wliich they 
call a sword, all declaring their great satisfaction 
and good feeling at the sight of an Englishman. 
They all followed us into Mr. Lawson^s yai'd, 
keeping up the same discordant annoyance for at 
least two liours, when we found that their princi- 
pal good feeling was towards the rum puncheon, 
which they emptied in a very short time. They 
will drink rum as fast as an Englishman willdrinlc 
beer. I was very glad when I saw their annuse- 
ment changed from such awful discord to the less 
noisy clamours of their drinking quarrels. As 
early as possible I went to bed, but found It im- 
possible to sleep, owing to the noise of these gcntiy, 
which did not cease until midnight, when the 
drunken party were too much exhausted to keep 
up their clamour any longer. Slaves in barracooiis 
for exportation are fed twice during the twenty- 
four hours, morning and evening. They arc lot 
out of their barracoons, and driven like cattle to 
the river, eight or sometimes ten on the same 
chain. The chain is strong, the links about eight 
inches long and about two inches wide, the iron 
about threc-cigliths of an inch thick* They arc 
chiefly fed upon farina, a meal ground from the 
cassada or manioc-root. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

OrcgapqjGo — Extensive Markets, at— NaLivo rroduoo and Euro- 
pean Mnnufaeturcs — Popoo Beailfi, their Value; prohahlc 
Origin of — Hourfc^ — Situation and Soil of Gregapojee — Pisli — 
Alligators — Population — Pet urn to Ahguay^ and thence to 
Whydali— ToR-hoiise — Fiah-lrap— Travelling Canoe — ^Boauti- 
ful Seenery of the Lagoon — Oysters growing to Trees — Old 
Penyman— Gihhetfj of three Criminals— Murder committed 
hy them — The English Fort at Whydah — Character of M. 
de Snza — Treatment of Slaves — Hints with reference to 
this odious Traffic — ^Prico of Slaves— Slave Hunts — l^ccessity 
for Education— Ciniolty in the Shipment of Slaves — Visit to 
Avoga — Account of liini — Reception by him — Mode of Riding 
— Bad Road — Reason for not repairing it — jMarkotat Wiiy‘i‘di 
— Native Manufactures, kc . — Duties imposed by the King of 
Dahomey— Hid Enormous Revenue — Head Moncj' — System of 
Government— Sovorc Laws, and their Rcrfult — Paganl-im — 
Abject Superstition of the Natives — Dangerous to show Con- 
tempt for their Fetish— Anuivcrsaiy Offerings for departed 
Friends— Usual Termination of such Festivals — Suako Wor- 
ship — Houses built to contain them — The Snake -Lizard- — The 
Field-Lizard — The House-Lizard — Vampire Bats. 

On the 16thj at 10 a.m.^ Mr. Hutton^ myselfi and 
the captain and supercargo of a HanilDurgh vessel, 
as well as the two junior Lawsons, went by canoo 
up the lagoon, to visit the famous market and town 
of (xrogapojee,'^ three miles and a half N.W*. hy 
N. from Popoc. The town Is of little moment, 

* Gregapojeu is mostly abbreviated into Grcejec. 
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havlns: remarkable about it ; but the mar- 

ket IS the most extensive of any of the settlements 
on the lagoon, except Whydali. Cotton, both 
raw and manufactured into cloth, is sold in the 
market, the latter very high, in price, owing to 
their tedious mode of manufacture. The cloth is, 
however, much stronger and more durable than 
that manufactured in England. Beads, both of 
European and native manufacture, are offered for 
sale here ; and the Popoc head is also an article of 
traffic, but it is very scarce and of high price. 
hTothing is really known of the origin of the Popoe 
heads: they arc somctinics found in digging the 
earth in and round the town, when making mortar 
or swibh. They are generally from half an inch to 
an inch in length, and of a tubular form, much re- 
sembling a stout pipe-handle broken into small 
pieces. They are of a light red coral colour ; but 
though they have, I believe, been minutely exa- 
mined by scientific men in Europe, the result has 
not proved very satisfactory. They are balanced 
with gold in purchasing, consequently very few 
persons are able to wear them. From the cir- 
cumstance of their being found at Popoe I am led 
to the conclusion that these beads have either 
been manufactured here at some remote period, 
or that some ship has been cast away, having on 
board those heads as well as other merchandise, 



\VF.STEIIN AFRICA. 


107 


wliicli has long ago perished, lly reason for this 
belief is, that the lagoon extends along this 
coast to two Imndrecl miles, and is In no place 
more than a mile or a mile and a half from the 
Atlantic, and in many places indeed it is open to 
the sea* This lagoon has doubtless been formed 
by the sea throwing up tliis extensive bank of 
sand, which is still accumulating, perhaps more 
rapidly than in any other part of the world, owing 
to tlie terrible swell always to be found on this 
coast, winch has in many places washed up a bank 
so steep as to be scarcely accessible. These beads 
may consectuently have been buried by the con- 
tinued accumulation of sand. Popoc is built on a 
bank of this description, between the lagoon and 
the sea. Prom the river Volta to Penin the 
houses are all built of clay or reel earth, which 
becomes very hard and is very durable. 

To return to Grcgajmjee. The marlcct is well 
supplied with every article of consumption of 
native produce, as well as several articles of Euro- 
pean manufacture, amongst which I noticed the 
Dutch knife, needles, beads, a few iron spoons, 
Manchester cottons to a small extent, pieces of 
hoop iron, princij^ally stolen by the coopers em- 
ployed in European factories on the coast, which 
arc exchanged with people farther in the interior. 
Pipes and Brazilian tobacco are also sold in this 
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market, wooden kowls, grass baskets of neat work- 
manship, grass mats and hags of great pliability 
and durability, India and Guinea corn, yams, ma- 
nioc, farina, meal from the Indian corn, calabashes 
two feet in diameter^ richly carved, large and small 
earthen pots and dishes of native maniTfacture, 
sluilots, and two sorts of quashie root, and leaves 
of the same plant, as well as other medicinal plants 
used by the natives. Lime from the oyster-shell Is 
also manufactured here as well as sold in the market, ' 
for use in cotton spinning. All sorts of stock are 
sold ; pigeons are in great abundance. They arc 
not claimed by any one. We shot a great num- 
ber ; they are small, but very plump and sweet. 

The town of Gregapojee is situated on the 
left bank of the river, on rising ground, on a fine 
red dry soil; though considerably liiglicr than the 
nelglibonrhood, the soil is rich, and very pro- 
ductive. The number of its inhabitants is small 
in comparison with Its marlret, which Is hold twice 
during the week. It is the principal market of 
commerce for all the neighbouring krooms and 
towns in its vicinity, either on the lagoon or in- 
land. This lagoon, in a commercial country, would 
be of great advantage, as the navigation is so easy; 
the water in most places not exceeding four or five 
feet, although in some instances I found the deep- 
est part twelve feet, but not for any distance. 
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The canoes are piialicd along by poles, in the same 
manner as oiir punts on many of the rivers in 
England, devolving paddles might be used with 
great advantage, or small steamers. The cur- 
rent, which increases duihig the chbing of the 
tide, does not exceed tho rate of two miles 
per hour; and in t^ome places during cl)h-fidG 
the water is cpiite f]’a'’li, and used by tlic iiati res. 
Eveiy part of the lagoon abounds with fish of 
various kinds. Alligators are both laigc and 
numerous. Some days, during a journey of ten 
milc>s, more than a dozen of these reptiles may 
be seen on the banks. The bed of the river is 
found frerpiently to vary from sairl to mud, but 
no gravel. By digging any considerable depth, 
I found, however, marine sand, confirming ray 
opinion, that on the present bed of the In goon 
the sea formerly rose. 

After remaining a few hours at Grecjec, I made 
a slight calculation of the number of its inha- 
bitants, which wc estimated to he at least twelve 
hundred, and I always make it a rule rather to 
understate the amount than otherwise. ITc I'e- 
turned to Popoc at G r,M. where wc remained 
during the night. On the following day wc pro- 
ceeded by the lagoon back to Align ay, and rc- 
maiiiGcl tliore tine night and the next day. On 
tho 18th, in tlic evening, Jlr, Hutton, Mr- Han- 
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SOR^ and myself, took onr departure by lagoon for 
Wliyclali. The river is very interesting during the 
whole distance we have yet travelled, but though 
the moon was bright, it was not s afficleiitly 
powerful to enable me to map the river correctly, 
which I regretted much, I made my mind up, 
however, to avail myself of another oxDportunity 
to do so. 

At about twenty-seven miles by lagoon from 
Ahguay, I arrived at the toll-house (a place where 
a barrier is fixed across the river), which is here 
only sixty yards wide : this barrier also answers 
the purpose of catching fish. It is constructed of 
stakes driven into the bed of the river at short 
intervals ; the space between the stakes is filled 
up with small palm stems or strong reeds, leaving a 
space at intervals for the fish to f)ass through, 
which leads them into a trap formed in a similar 
manner to our eel-trapa in England, During the 
night, lights of palm-oil are burnt over the traps to 
attract the fish. My canoe being much lighter 
than the other, containing Mr. Hutton and 
Mr. Hanson, I was at the toll an hour before 
them. 

During my stay a large travelling canoe arrived 
from Whydali, containing several Spanish gentle- 
men with about twenty young slaves, male and 
female. At this bar the canoes generally stop an 
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hour to refresh the ciinocmcii, and pay the toll, 
which is always made in rum. During our stay 
the Spaniards very kindly presented their canteen 
of spirits^ containing plenty of wine, Lraiidy, 
Ilolhmdsj and rum, witli a good supply of cigars. 
I of cour&e availed inyvsclf of their kindness, and 
after a few conipliuicnts from each party they 
proceeded on their journey. Soon after Mr. 
Hut ton arrived, when, after remaining a short time 
to refresh the canocmen, we again resinned our 
journey. 

As the morning dawned, the appearance of 
the lagoon and the scenery on its hanks was 
really hcautiful. But it wanted those delight- 
ful villages, and clean cottages and gardens, 
which arc to he seen on the banks of the rivers 
in Europe, though every opportunity presents 
itself if the natives were willing to work. Most 
of the huts on the banks of the lagoon arc of 
the most inferior description, and the people 
dirty in their habits. "When about seventeen 
miles from Mdiydah, each side of the river pre- 
sented a beautiful appearance, liaving a small 
tree or shrub, not exceeding fifteen feet high, 
and resembling the mangrove, with the l)ranches 
droDj)liig, and the top taking root in the bed 
of the river, thus forming a beautiful colon- 
nade. The leaves do not reach lower than a yard 
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from the highest rise of the water. At this place 
the water is very salt. 

I had often heard of oysters growing on trees, 
but could never before give credit to such infoinia- 
tion. Hero, however, I had ocular demonstration 
of the fact ; the roots of the trees (and as high on 
the stems as the water rises) being covered with 
thousands of oysters, as well as the bed of the 
river, for several miles. Some of them were of 
enormous size, but they have not the delicious 
flavour of the Thames oysters. 

At 10 A.i\r, on the 19th, we arrived at the 
feiry, between "Wh^dali and the beach, where 
goods arc lauded and shipped. On the left, or 
north side, at the commencement of the path or 
road to the town of Whydah, stands a house 
occupied by an old ferry-man, who acts also in 
the capacity of W'^atchmau, This old man is 
supposed to inspect all passes or permits obtained 
from the caboccer of Whydah to persons leav- 
ing the poit, specifying the number of people 
washing to proceed by canoe for any other place 
on the lagoon. If any more than the number 
fepeclfied in the permit attempt to pass, the whole ‘ 
are detained, till the smuggled person is pointed 
out, who is punished by imprisonment. This same 
old watchman, either upon ombarlving or dlsem- 
barking, is supposed to present the parties tra- 
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veiling witli a calabash full of clean water and a 
mug, which is ccriainly a very great convenience, 
as the water here is excellent. This order was 
esta])lifehed by the King of Dahomey, at the recom- 
mendation of M. do Siiza, senior. 

Opposite the ferry-house still remain the gib- 
bets oF throe canoe men, murderers of the super- 
cargo of a Hamburgh vessel which traded on tliis 
coast. He took a passage in a canoe l)y the 
lagoon for Popoe, intending to buy oil, but hav- 
ing in his possession eight thousand dollars, he 
was murdered by three out of the four canoenien. 
It is needless to say that the money was never 
found. The natives of this place are the most 
depraved, unprincipled villains in all Africa, or 
perhaps in the world. "Were it not for M. de 
Suza and Ills friends, indeed, there would be no 
safety for white men. 

Upon our landing, hammocks were waiting to 
convey us to the town, which is three miles dis- 
tance from the lagoon, through marshes and lakes, 
which are not, however, deep. 

About twelve o’clock we arrived at the old 
English fort, which has been considerably repaired 
by Mr. Hutton. It is now used as his factor}'. 
Shortly after our arrival, we were visited by 
several Spaniards and Portuguese, who gave us 
a very cordial welcome. Mr. Hutton is a great 
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favourite amongst tlicin, as well as with every one 
else. The Spaniards and Portuguese of this place 
all treated me with great kindness. In factj 
though they are slave-dealers, they arc generous 
and kind, and very gentlemanly in their manners, 
particularly to Englishmen. Even the greatest 
enemies of M. de Suza, if they knew him, would 
admit him to he so. They also treat their slaves 
very well, both as regards food and labour, as I 
have already stated in other parts of my journal ; 
their labour is little or nothing.^ 

The Spaniards and Portuguese treat their 
slaves in every respect better than the African 
slave-merchants ; and I know, from personal 
inquiry, that none of M. dc Snz:a’s slaves would 
accept their liberty from choice. I have found 
by calculation, that the expense of maintaining 
slaves for domestic purposes is much greater 
than the hire of them to perform any labour 
wmuld be. The only advantage in holding slaves 
is, that you always have them in the house or 
premises, and in fact they are always considered 
as part of the master’s family, and their services 
readily procured, which is not the case in regard 
to hired slaves; for, so long as the African can pro- 
cure food by theft or otherwise (at leiist it is so 
along the coast), they can never be induced to 

* This I knovr practically^ as I am well aeq,uainted with agri- 
cultural labour. 
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work. This is the great clriuvhack upon all 
enterprise and improvement, cither in agriculture 
or jnanufiictiire. The greatest siifferino: which 
the slaves undergo is in shipping; but owing to 
the vigilance of the English men- of- war crnibcrs, 
few opportunities for shipping them offer. AVheu 
these do occur, large numbers arc put on board, 
Avhich frequently causes a loss in the niuubcr 
before reaching their place of destination. 

Since iny arrival on this coast, I have often con- 
sidered whether better and more humane measures 
might not be adapted in regard to the Slave Trade ; 
first, by making it a law in all colonies to which 
slaves are transported, that they shall be free in 
a certain number of years — say ten years, if they 
ho transported befoie sixteen years of age, and 
seven years, if after the age of eighteen years ; and 
that the free transportation of slaves from the 
coast of Africa sliould be allowed. This system 
might in the end be attended with more heneficial 
results to Africa, and the slave in geueiail, than the 
present system. 

j The price of slaves (owing to the suppression 
j of the Slave Trade) is very high, consequently 
! the kings and chiefs in the interior go annually 
on a two or three months’ slave -hunt, which 
they call a war. The result of this hunt is, 
of course, the capture of a number of slaves. 
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These slaves, (with the exception of those detained 
as wives or slaves, for they are the same^ or botlii) 
are sold at a high price to the white men, which is 
consequently an encouragement to the kings in 
the interior to follow up these annual hunts. If 
the trade were open, the markets would be soon 
supplied, and the kidnapping trade would not he 
worth following. And if agents wore a]>pointcd ' 
in all our colonics, to which slaves are transported 
from this coast, to make entry of all the slaves 
employed, so as to Insure their freedom after a 
limited period, with opportunities of returning to 
their native country, these slaves would only be 
serving an apprenticeship to their calling, whatever 
it might be. They would then return to their 
native country with a full knowledge of the 
system of agriculture, of which at presen L they arc 
entirely ignorant. This would prove, in my 
humble opinion, the most effectual way to civilize 
and cultivate Africa. Missionaries are very useful, 
where the people whom they come to instruct are 
even partially prepared to receive them ; but where 
the natives are not raised either in knowledge or 
habit above the brute, I am of opinion that school- 
masters and schools of industry ought to precede 
the labours of the missionaries. After paving the 
way for them, no doubt their services would be 
highly beneficial. 
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If the plan I have ventured to suggest were 
adopted, the condition of slaves on their trans-* 
portatlon would be much Improved, as not more 
tlian one-fourtli of the number at present put on 
hoard of one ship would be sent. Suffocation is 
well known often to he the rcsiilt of the crowded 
state of the sliivc-ships ; in fact, many slave 
vessels have been run on sliore, with full cargoes 
of slaves on board, of whom two-tlilrds have 
perished ! Then let us think of the enormous 
expense of keeping so many English cruisers on 
this coast, and of the sacrifice of life amongst our 
seamen. And, again, what must be the result of 
the numerous captures of slaves, who have been 
taken to Sierra Leone ! I fear tliese i^oor creatures 
wdll not (in the event of their being sent to the 
West Indies) much improve their condition, more 
than if they were compelled to serve for the same 
period in the Brazils. 

On the 12th, in company with Mr. Hutton, I 
visited the Avoga, or cabocecr. His name is 
Dagbwa, which, in theDahoman language, signifies 
a large calabash, or gourd, ^Ylth the pulpy part 
taken out \ it Is then used for domestic purposes, 
but chiefly to drink out of. The King of Dahomey 
sent him here to rule, giving him tliis name, to 
signify that his Majesty could drink with him, or 
could depend upon liis orders being enforced 
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through him. Drinking water with friciicls is 
considered the strongest mark of frlcndshipj coU' 
scquently If you are invited by any persons of 
rank to drink with them, water is always the first 
tiling presented^ as being free from any adultera- 
tion ; afterwards^ rum, palm-wine^ or peto^ is 
produced. Daghwa is a well-formed man of 
middle age, about six feet in height^ rather stoutj 
witli good symmetry, and high forehead ; but, like 
almost all the natives on this coast, the frontal 
bone narrows suddenly towards the top. The ex- 
pression of his countenance is pleasing, his face 
round and plump, his hair very short, having been 
lately shaved, — a custom amongst all ranks here. 

The Avoga received us in his garden, under 
the shade of a large tree, called Wooatee ; chairs 
were placed for Mr. Hutton and myself, but the 
Avoga sat on the ground. No native, indeed, uses 
a seat of any description, except on particular oc- 
casions, when a low stool is sometimes used. The 
Avoga expressed great satisfaction at our visit. 
It appeared that he had seen Mr. Hutton before. 
After drinking water with him, we partook of 
some Brazilian wine of roses, and aniseed wine; 
but his favourite drink is common American rum, 
of the worst quality, which Is brought to this 
coast in great abundance by the American traders. 
After sitting a short time the Avoga became 
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tired^ and lay clown in the dust. This seems at 
all times his favoiiTite position, as well as that 
of all others. Yainie, his chief interpreter, is n 
very pleasant, intelligent man, and speaks good 
English. 

Tlio Avoga has in his possession a very fine 
donkey, as well as a small pony, which he priy.cs 
very much. He fed Join rides on oltlicr; and 
when he docs venture, lie has always a couple 
of men to hold lilm on. The chief mode of 
riding is in liaininocks, slung on long bavnhoos, 
a species of palm-cane about twelve feet long. 
The clews of the hammock are made fast near 
each end of the pole. A negro at eacli end 
carries it, the pole resting on his head. The 
parties are rclic\ed at internals, four men being 
the number generally appointed to carry one 
person. But if lie be a very heavy man six 
are considered necessary. A stranger would 
feel very much surprised, upon proceeding from 
the beach to the town of Wliydah, to find the 
road in such a deplorable condition, particularly 
as a good road might be so easily formed. The 
path, which is three miles long, is in many placet 
worn dosvn very low, and covered with w^atcr for a 
distance of seventy yards, to the depth of two and 
a half or three feet ; and so It is likely to remain, 
though 60 much palm-oil is shipped at this place. 
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and the puncheons are floated over tliia water. 
The reason of this neglect Is obvious ; if the road 
were good, and visitors could reach Wliydah 
without being under the necessity of sending to 
the town for hammock-men to carry them, it 
might be an annoyance to the slave-merchants. 
The road might very easily be made good. The 
country is very level, and the soil tlie best for 
agricultural purposes of any I have yet seen. 
They are now digging a well in the Englisli fort : 
it Is at present twenty feet deep, and the soil at 
this depth is the same as at the top. At twelve 
feet deep, jaw and thigli-bones, ns well as iron 
anklets and armlets, in a very do(ioni[)0bc<l state, 
were dug up. Doubtless on this spot formerly 
stood a house, and as every dwelling-house is also 
the family sepulchre, this may account for finding 
these remains. 

The market of Whydah is superior to any^ 
I have seen on the coast, and is bettor sup-‘ 
plied even than Sierra Leone. It is formed. ' 
of several streets of low huts, built square, and 
generally joining one another. Those who expose 
goods for sale in the market are subjected to a 
very heavy duty to the King of Dahomey, as wcllj 
as those trading in any other place. The market I 
is superintended by a chief constable, who attends 
to its cleanliness and regularity. The floors of 
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tlic mai*lcct-l lilts arc composed of well- worked 
clay, and consequently become very hard and 
vsmootli. They are raised about a foot above the 
streets, passing l)eUvceu the huts or stalls, coiisc- 
<|iiently the latter are always dry. The floors arc 
fVcapieutly rubbed over with cow-duug, and iiu- 
niediutely swept off as clean as a broom will take 
it. This is said to be very wholesome in this 
ellmate. 

The market-place occupies about three-fourths 
of an acre, or an acre, and is held daily. It is 
well supplied with every article of native con- 
sumption, as well as modicinal plants, and many 
articles of European manufacture. Among other 
articles generally cx2')oscd for sale are the follow- 
ing: — Pork, beef, mutton ; cotton cloth, native and 
English ; tliread, beads, gun-flints, tobacco-pipes, 
iron, pep^jer, clii fa composition to destroy mus- 
qiiitoes), clinch nine, bill-liooks, Badagry pipes, 
flints and steel, raw native cotton ; tancacani, a 
medical root resembling ginger; goora and kolla 
nuts; eyo-iiutis, used in ^daying the game of 
'‘adjltof’ skins of the alligator, deer, bush-pig, and 
cat; dried rats and mice; raw and didod fish; fish 
cof)kcd in palni-oll; kootataffiiii, a root rcseinbling 
onion, but very blttc]’; <Joccai and dogo-iuitSj for 
making oil ; b(nl(‘d and raw Indian corn; country 
pots and calahashe.-a ; lime, made from the oyster- 
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hliell; grass bags and baskets; porcu[)ine quills, 
emw-fish, palm-oib tomato, shalots, and occro ; 
water-cresses, salt, farina, ground nut; atoo, or 
quashie-root ; sakwadee, a root similar to ging'er, 
having a taste resembling manioc-root ; palm-nuts ; 
hodya, a root used as a decoction to expedite labour 
in cliild-birtli ; ag^vbaja, used for cartridge-boxes ; 
gun-flints, stones for grinding corn, brought from 
Abomoy; dookAva, ball made from beans ground 
with palm-oil and pepper; kahoina; akaowo (native 
name), saltpetre in its oidginal state. 

There are several other markets of minor im- 
portance in 'Whydali, all subject to the same scale 
of duties, wdiicli are collected by the Avoga’s 
officer. All goods sent out of the country pay 
a very heavy duty, such as palm-oil or ivory; 
in fact, the native duty here on ivory is so 
great, that very little is now bought. It is 
always levied on the sellers, vho, of course, are 
subjects of the King of Dahomey. Any hesita- 
tion in paying avouIcI cost the individual his head. 
All persons who possess any regular income are 
taxed accordingly. Some idea may be formed of ' 
the enormous revenue exacted by the King, when | 
even one of M. Ke Suza^s slaves pays annually a 
tax oF head-money alone to the amount of two 
thousand five hundred dollars, and another one 
tliousand fiA’‘e hundred ; these two sums are head- 
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money nlone^ which is always paid according to 
rank^ repulatiouj and income^ independently of 
duties paid for trade in articles either exposed for 
sale, or passed from one pari of the kingdom to 
another, or to any other country not under the 
control of the King of Dahomey. The duty on 
slaves is \ory high, and is charged upon the mun- 
bor shipped on board, which is upon the dcclara- ' 
tion of the A\oga, which is always made by his 
own head, When more tlian one party ships 
slaves, one of the party pays the Avoga gcne- 
rally in rum or tobacco, and then settles with 
the others, according to the number shipped by 
each party. All liead-rnoney is paid in cowries. 
Every native of Dahomey is a slave, and pays a 
duty of so much head-money to the King, con- 
sequently many are very glad to lca\e their 
country, preferring a foreign bondage where less 
severity is exercised. 

The roads, with the exception of that leading to 
the beach, are much better than in most of the 
settlements along the coast, and the houses are 
much larger and of better construction, and well 
thatched, Tlie system of government here is also 
niucli superior to that of any other part of the 
coast, although very iar behind Europe. But, as 
I have before slated, the people are so de^j raved 
in every respect, that it is necessary the law should 
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be very rigid to govern tbem. Perliai^Sj how- 
ever^ tliia arbitrary system of government may 
luivOj in a great measure^ been the cause of the 
total absence of principle or morals so observable 
amongst the natives. Besides the punishment of 
deatlij impi'isonmcnt for life and for limited 
periods is inflicted here. The porisoners are de- 
tained always in irons, and in the Avoga, or cabo- 
ceer’s house. Ilis headman, or chief constable, 
goes round the market daily, and collects the duties 
fi'om each individual exposing goods for sale. A 
portion is exacted from every stall, whatever the 
goods may be, for the support of the prisoners. 
Doubtless little attention is in tliis ease p)aid to 
justice. On the Avoga’s premises is aLso a store 
for goods collected as customs,, such as rum and 
tobacco ; which arc carried up to Dahomey wlien« 
ever the King thinks proper to make the order. 

Paganivsm is the only worship existing amongst 
this people. They worship images, which in this, 
as in other places, are called fetishes, but hero 
they are more disgusting than in any other part of 
Africa I have yet visited. The form is meant to 
represent a human figure, as nearly as the clumsy, 
stupid artist can make it. It Is formed of clay, as 
large as life, and is jDlaced in all the most pmblio 
parts of the town. The lower parts of the body 
of the image arc out of proportion large, and are 
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exposed In Llie mo&t clisgasfchig niRiiucr. At ccvtaln 
times a table is laid for liim, from which of course 
everything is take a away l)y the })rie3tj or fctlsb- 
uian. They seem quite delighted when convinced 
that tlic fetish lias enjoyed his meal. Sometimes 
it is left initouclicd^ which is a sure sign of Ids 
dissatisfaction wiLli the quantity, consequently an 
augmentation niuc^t be made in order to appease 
him. It is even wur.^e than sacrilege in Knii-land 
to meddle with or deny the powers vested in their 
fetish; and if a white man, even hy mistake, is 
guilty of contempt towards fetish, he is Ijy the 
priest doomed to instant death, through the power 
of the said fetish. Undoubtedly the fetish-man 
\vould willingly lend his master a hand, but if 
no tiling vshould happen to the offender, the fetish- 
man makes the very plausible excuse, that had the 
offender been a black man, be would mstantly 
have died. 

Anniversary offerings are made by all who can 
afford them, to commemorate the death of their 
parents. On these occasions sheep, goats, and 
fowls, are killed in abundance, and the friends and 
relatives are invited to a grand feasts They 
believe the spirits of the departed relatives are 
present, and they ol‘tcii address them as if they 
were partaking of, and enjoying all their luxuries. 
This feast generally terminates in the whole party 
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getting into a bx'utal state of Intoxication. Other 
customs ecj[tially absurd arc also kept annually ; this 
latter custom is held by the moon, which happened 
this year on the 11th of April Its purpose is to 
ensure to all spirits of departed friends a safe and 
eu’^y passage across the great >Yatcrs westward. 
TJiey mean tlic riyer Votta* If this custom were 
not kept up, they believe the spirits would wander 
on the banks for the space of one hundred years, 
before they would have performed sufficient pen- 
ance for their friends’ neglect. 

The vsnake is also a fethh or idol here; and 
liOLi&es arc built in several parts of tlio town 
for the accommodation of snakes, where they arc 
regularly fed. These houses arc about seven 
feet high in the walls, with conical roof, about 
eight feet diameter, and circular. The snakes ; 
are of the boa -constrictor tribe, and arc con- 
sidered quite harmless, although I have iny 
doubts upon it. They generally leave this house 
at intervals, and when found by any of the natives, 
are taken up and immediately conveyed hack to 
the fetish-house, where they are placed on the top 
of the wall, under the thatch. It is disgusting to 
witness the homage paid to these reptiles by the 
natives. "When one of them is picked up by any 
one, others will prostrate themselves as it is 
carried pa*l, throwing dust on their heads, and 
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begging to bo rubbed over the body -with the 
reptile. After taking the snake up, a very heavy 
penalty iri incurred by laying it down, before it is 
placed in the fctisli-liouse. Wherever a snake is 
found it must l)c irninediatcly carried to tlicfetisli- 
liou^e, whether it has ever been placed there before 
or not. 

►Snakes abound about IVhydali ; their average 
length is four ibet and a half; head flat, and 
neck small lu proportion. Four diflereiit sorts or 
species are Ibimd here. Of the lizard, tbc mo&t rare 
is a species of snake-lizard, of a greyish brown 
colour on tlic back, belly white; a streak of 
delicate scarlet blends the colours of the back and 
belly. They are ra[)id in their inoveinents, either 
in climbing or running, hut, like the snake, always 
retreat to cover. The ca^c, howe\'cr, is not so 
with the common field-lizard, which is much more 
nimble, and if pursued generally makes towurdt a 
tree or wall. The former is more round and 
harder in flesh, consequently not so clastic, and if 
struck with a rod will break short at the part 
struck. Not so tlie fichWizard: as I have said, 
that is uimhle in all its movements, and I have 
often observed it spring into tbc air to catcli a lly. 
The male is beautifully coloured, blue, red, and 
yellow ; l)ut like the chameleon, it luis the power 
of changing its colour. After dcatli the colours 
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immediately lose ilieir brilliancy. Tlic lizard tribe 
id vezy useful in destroying insects. Tlic house- 
lizard also abounds in WhydaU ; this reptile is 
fpilte hanule^s and very nimble. Its claws are 
very iduirp : it is capable of catching a fly or anb 
when I'linuing along llie ccilingj although some- 
times in darling on its prey it falld on the floor. 
It destroys b])idor35 ants, small beetles, moths, and 
many other indccts; it is ahont five inches long, 
the head broader and eyes more prominent and 
brighter than those of any other of the lizard tribe. 
It is ot a colour Ijctwecn a light grey and a 
brown, without any other 'variation, and, like tlic 
snake-lizard, it is ])rokcn by tlic sliglitcst toucln 
The field-lizard lays two eggs of tlic size of the 
English sparroAv’a egg, quite white, covered onty 
by a soft cuticle or membrane. The fetish-snake 
lays a considerable number of eggs, and lays two 
at the same time. These are about the size of 
a sparrow’s egg also, but both ends are of the same 
oval form, about the same as the largest end of 
the sparrow’s egg. They are generally found 
amongst decayed leaves or dry rubbish. 

Great varieties of insects are also to be found in 
and around this neighbourhood, amongst which 
I have observed some of great peculiarity ; but as 
I am no entomologist, I must content myself with 
describing a few, Eirst, the vampire-batj said 
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not to be found except liere and at Abomey, 
although a speciet; very much re^dembling the 
latter ia found at Accra and different places on 
the coast. Still it is very different in size, ap- 
pcaranccj and habit ; the same sort found at 
Accra is here also, but it never mixes or associates 
with the large Wliydah vampire -bat.'^' TIu* 
ibriuor measures oidy about oigliteon inches )>e- 
tween the tips of the wings, the latter vnrievS from 
ihlrty-tlireo to thirty-six inehe,s. They<also fly in 
the day-time instead of at night. Tlie body is 
about eight inches long, and Iwche iuelies round; 
it 'weighs about a pound and a half. The shape of 
the head is similar to that of an English terrier^, 
except the eye and nostril, A\duch re>einl)le tliofec* 
of a thorough-bred hoi>c. The ear is much larger 
in proportion thaji tliat of a dog, and is sliaped 
like that of a rat. The front teetli are feline ; the 
back grinders like those of the ox. They possess 
great power in their jaws, and are aa tenacious 
of life as a cat, living for several days w3 tli a severe 
fracture of the skull The body possesses great 
strength, having ele-ven ribs; its back (that 
of the male) is of a -very dark brown colour, 
l)ordercd round tlie diameter or horizontal part of 
the l)ack (which is flat) wdtli a stripe ol* grey. The 

* 1 havu pie^ci'vecl hO\citil srechnoii- of Llie^c iiisttts luul <5011 1 
Ham to Uii^liinil. 
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belly is considerably lighter, in a mouse colour^ 
and half way round the throat, on the under side, 
of a beautiful yellow coloiu% an Inch in width. 
The female is deficient in the latter ornament. 
The wings resemble the small bat^ and have five 
large clrnvs and a feeler, or smaller claw^ merely 
attached to the web part of the wing. The frame- 
work of tfic wing is very strong of bone as well as 
muscle. The first joint from the shoulder-joint to 
the elbow measures five and a quarter inches, and 
from tlie elbow to tbc wrist four in dies and three- 
quarters, the longest part forming the fingers (mid- 
dle one), seven inches and a half. Tlio hind legs are 
short and strong, and attached to the pelvis bone, 
apparently quite the reverse of any other animal 
with wliich I am acquainted. The pelvis is like 
that of any other animal turned upside down. 
They are furnished with five strong feline claws 
on each hind foot, but not placed like fingers and 
thumb, all grasping or hooking the same way, each 
claw forming two-thmls of a circle. Except when 
flying, they roost on trees, always hanging by the 
hinder claws, the head downwards. They couple 
like the monkey tribe, and have young annually. 
They carry their young constantly, till capable of 
taking care of itself, whether flying or at roost. 
The female has two breasts or teats, which re- 
semble (anatomically speaking) those of a woman. 
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The milk is tliick and very white, Tlicy bear 
yonng in the months of February and Mai'cli, and 
migrate to different places in the kingdom of 
Daliomcyj according to the fruit seasons of the 
different districts. Their visit to Wliydah is from 
the end of March till the end of April, They live 
chiefly upon the gwaha and cachii, plantains and 
bananas. The nati\c name at Wliydah Is 
Tookiiy. I forgot to men lion, lliat the body is 
cohered witli \ery fuio down or lialr. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

LocuNtH" TUe Ant — Its Destructive l^aturo — Horse at> 

taeked })y them — ^Their Ingemuty in BuiUUng — Stock — Great 
Want of Hochnnicb — Portiignoae Whydali — Emigrants from 
Siernt Leoue — Their Dcploralile CoucUtlon— English at tlic Dort 
of Whydah — lArUitary [Resources of Dahomey — Polygamy — 
iVfode of Shipping Slaves — Brutality on these occasions— Porto 
»Soi,uoia — itr. Lawson’s Slaves — Greejce — Toll imposed tlieie — 
Zaliliv ay — Taka'sgo — Dadaguay— The Cahbage Palmdroe — 
Wooded Scenery— The Palm-tree — Exploring Yisit to the 
Ifalio—^Cialoi tunes of Uluiy BotUo, Capt. GlappertoiTb Servant 
— Ad veutuies— Curiosity of the Natives — iVlefo and itsllarlcct 
— Alligators — My Crew mutiny from fear — PlippopoLanii — 
Supeiotition of the Natives — A piuty of Pi&licrmen, and their 
Pish -traps— Base Conduct of the Pishennen — My Punlbhment 
of them and my Crew, 

AxopnER very singular animal of the insect tribe 
whicli I met with licrcj is of the class of locusts^ 
whidi I have not seen in any other part of Africa. 
Its form is similar to that of the grasshopper;, but 
it ha* four long transparent wings. The body is 
of a scarlet colour, tlio wings of a bright yellow. 
It is about four inches and a half long. At a leap, 
assisted by its wings, It can clear about twelve 
yards. Another insect is the largo winged ant, 
about the dimensions of the Avasp in England. 
They are aycU hnoAvn to all African travellers. 
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althoiigli some of tlieir liabita and powers may 
not have been noticed. One circumstance I shall 
relate^ which convinced me at least of one pecu- 
liarity in that insect. Yesterday mornings after 
a night’s lieavy rain, I observed several of them 
going singly in different directions ; for they 
seldom go in large c()ini)anies like otlicr aiitrf. I 
caimdit one, and carried it liomc in the l)on(l of a 
twig. li emitted a smell, immediately upon being 
caugliL, of the moot offensive mid loathsome kind. 
I put it into a tin case with some other live insects, 
hut the smell was so offensive as to compel me to 
leave the room. In about an hour and a half 
I returned, and found all the other insects dead. 
The moment 1 o£)ened the box, the ant again 
emitted the most offenrive siuelL 

A thought struck me that instead of the ant 
destroying the other insects by violence (as I at 
firbt imagined) their death might have been the 
result of the poisonous effluvia emitted by this 
peculiar ant. I determined, consequently, ui^on 
making another trial, and, having cauglit several 
of these insects, amongst which was the large 
white- winged ant, with several varieties of beetles, 
I took the precaution to fix a partition in the box, 
that neither party could us(3 violence towards 
the other. On re- 0 £)cnlng the box, wdiich was 
perforated with small air-holes, all the others were 
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apparently dead. I took out all but the ant. 
One peculiar sort of beetle seemed to recover a 
little after being put in a current of fresh air, but 
ultimately lluit died also. I afterwards caught 
anotlier ant, and held it near a clog’s nose, upon 
•vvliiclj tlie poor animal struggled and howled. I 
tried to hold it near my horse’s nose, but he 
also rejected it with bitter determination. I left 
both ants alive in the box of bamboo, on my bed- 
room table, and although well ventilated, I awoke 
c^uite sick at the stomach. I then took some medi- 
cine, and put the ants to death. 

To some this statement may seem exaggerated, 
but those who may be incredulous I would refer 
to Governor Maclean, late of Cape Coast, and Jong 
an African resident. His veracity is not to be 
doubted; or I would refer to any of the British 
merchants of our settlements on the African coast. 

This species of ant builds hills from twelve to 
fifteen feet high, and displays wonderful skill in 
architecture, both as regards durability and pro- 
tection against foul weather- It' has a peculiar 
method of hardening the mud of which it builds 
its house, rendering it eq_ual in hardness to 
cement i these houses are of a spiral fonUr This 
ant is armed with two large horizontal fangs, with 
which he secures liis prey, then bites with his teeth 
perpendicularly to tlie fangs; these, aided by a 
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sharp still gj render him (independently of his 
poisonous odour) a formidable cnciuy. Another 
large ant, though of less magnitude and without 
tlie offensive smellj is also found in this country, 
and is pi’obahly as dangerous as the fornici'a on 
account of its travelling in large armies, 

T rcnicmher shooting a pig'oon near Cai)o Coast, 
which fell on one of tlieir paths, lleforc I rcniclied 
the spot, Avliich was not more than two minutes, 
they had commenced an attack in hundreds on 
the poor pigeon, who was yet struggling to heat 
them off I was myself attacked, and was actually 
compelled to strip myself naked on the road, to 
clear my person of them. 

Mr. Hanson, of Accra, informs me of a simi- 
lar attack made by these ants upon himself and 
liorse, and declares that they would have killed 
the latter had he not had the presence of mind to 
throw numerous buckets of water over the poor 
animal, and dash water up his nostrils, which 
were literally filled w^ith them. These ants dis- 
play still more taste in their mode of building, aud 
seem to prefer the Gothic style of architecture. 
They first build an upriglit shaft about three feet, 
then at intervals of about six Inches build circular 
apartments, each* formed conically round the shaft, 
very much like a large bason turned upside 
down ; the shaft resembling a large stick run 
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tlirough tlie centre of half a dozen basons. The 
top apartment terminates in a spiral cone or 
pyramlclj and is consequently quite waterproof. 
From their skill in hai‘dening the clay, the space 
between each floor or apartment forms a con- 
venient galleiy^ where they exercise in bad 
weather. These apartments are all honey-combed, 
and have a passage, or rather several staircases, 
from the lower to the upper apartment through 
the main shaft. 

I ought first, however, to have said something of 
the higher animals. Oxen are not so numerous here 
as in Whydah, no attention being paid to the breed- 
ing ; nor arc sheep or goats so numerous as in 
other parts of this country. The Portuguese and 
Spaniards are the principal parties who hold any 
stock, consequently the breed of oxen is much 
inferior in size to those I have observed in many 
other places on this coast. Sheep and goats are 
better bi'ed than oxen ; but horses are not at 
all bred here. Some of the Portuguese and 
Spaniards have small horses, brought from Ba- 
dagry and Abomey. Neither the ox nor horse is 
used for agricultural purposes, altho^luthe soil 
is so well calculated for the plough, being very 
Icvesl, and without a stone even of the smallest 
size. The wild ox is abundant in the bush near 
this place, as is also a species of deer, both black 
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# and red. The head is broader and thiekerj and 
its legs leas graceful than those of the red deer, 
which is lighter^ and very inucli reseiublos our 
iSiniill deer in England. 

Hwinc arc very toU^Jcrior iii this place, being 
iilinost cfpial to those of England. "Wild carni- 
vorous annuals abound in tlie busli in tlil^ neigli- 
bourlioodj paidiciilarly tlu' patalcoo, or largo liyania, 
the pantliei', bush-cat, and biiuill v^olf. 

Fowls arc plentiful lie re, and sonic are very 
large, owing to the breed being crossed iiy the 
large Portuguese fowd, wdiich is brought over 
from the Brazils by the Portuguese slave-dealers. 
The Guinea fowl is found here also in great 
numbers, running wild in the neighbourhood. 

I felt surpi'iscd at first to find this large settle- 
ment so destitute of mcL‘haiiics, There is not, in 
fact, to be found here a mechanic capable of 
performing even the coarsest piece of workman- 
shipj either in wood or iron. This, no doubt, 
is attributable to the extensive slave-trade formerly 
carried on here, preventing any attention being 
paid to other pursuits. The slave-trade was 
so profitable a speculation, that tlic merchants 
were enabled to bring everything necessary for 
their use from the Brazils. The fciave-merehauts 
have elegant houses, furnished In a handsome 
manner. The traffic in slaves, howeverj is now 
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much reduced orn this coasts o\Ying to two causes; 
first, the vigilance of the English mcn-of-war in 
capturing so many slave-vessels ; andj secondly, 
from the circumstance that the blave-dcalcrs are 
obliged to pay for their slaves in cash, as the Frei)-ch 
and English factories estahlislicd here are able 
to sell manufactured goods at t\venty*fivepcr cent, 
less than the Spaniards or Portuguese can pos- 
sibly afford to do, This information T obtained 
from one of the most respectable slave-dealers in 
Why dab, lie has only bcei\ two years in this 
trade, into which he embarked in consequence of 
having involved himself in difficulties through 
speculating in a business with which he was unac- 
quainted in Madeira, of which island he is a native. 
He is, I am glad to find, disgusted Avith the trade. 

Whydahis divided into three parts, or rather was 
so formerly. Besides the real Portuguese, there are 
numeroufe slaves who liavo obtained their freedom < 
by purchase, and some by returning as servants or 
slaves to the slave-dealers who come from Brazil. ' 
In many cases, when a rich slave -dealer dies, ho 
gives, by his udll, freedom to all his slaves, how-, 
ever numerous they may be. The Portuguese 
part of A\Tiydah excels, in CAmry sense of the wmrd, 
hotli the English and French. This I consider 
attributable to tlicir superiority in the know- 
lelge of agriculture and domestic economy and 
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comfort of those returned slaves. Great inmibors 
of them have small farms hi a very fair state of 
cultivation ; and they are mueli more cleanly in 
their ha})lts and person tluiii those who have never 
loft tlioir native country as slaves. They also live 
in comfort and plenty, and occupy good and 
well" furnished houses, while tlic latter arc wallow- 
ing in dirty \vrctcheclnc\-s, iguorauco, and povoi'ty. 

The few fain Hies wlio have lately emigrated 
hither from Sierra Leone are the next who hjuc 
made any attempt ivorth mention at cultivation. 
They seem to strive hard ; but without some assist- 
ance T fear their efforts are not likely to be crowned 
with success, as their means are not sufficient to 
enable them to cultivate the land to any extent, 
or to export their produce. I am convinced that a 
great deal might be done to henciit this country and 
these poor emigrants from Sierra Leone, particu- 
larly ill such a superior soil as that around "Whydah. 

Another party, who call themselves English, or 
belonging to the English fort, consist of some very 
old men, who formerly were slaves in the fort, and 
some of them soldiers. These poor old men are 
quite delighted when mention is made of their 
early days, and express the happiness they then 
enjoyed in comparison to wluxt they now expe- 
rience. Their sons and daughters also consider 
themselves as belonging to the English. Many 
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years ago the King of Daliomcy issued au order 
tliafc all the people who acknowledged themselves 
to belong to the English fort should from time to 
time assist In repairing the fort^ and he placed one 
mail (formerly a corporal in Governor James’s 
time) ill charge of the fort ; but^ like most Afri- 
cauSj when Icl't to hinibelf, he displayed but little 
conscience, and let the fort go to ruin, except that 
part occupied by himself and wives. However, 
Mr. T. Hutton, of Cape Coast, has now esta- 
blished a tolerable factory in the old fort, and 
has the ^dace into a considerable state of 
I'cpnlr, although more is required to be done. 

Another 2>arty here Is that of the French, which 
is very small, having chiefly turned over to the Por- 
tuguese. Some few have again attached them- 
selves to the French fort, now occupied by a 
French merchant, who is doing a profitable busi- 
ness in the palm-oil and ivory trade. 

The military resources of the settlement of 
"Why d ah are very deficient, having no regular 
trained army, but only a few standing or perma- 
nent troops. They are chiefly composed of slavcs;, 
wlio are summoned to assemble when a slave-hunt 
is contemplated, and during this service are com- 
pelled to maintain themselves, of course, by plunder. 
"When the war or hunt is over, the rabble receive 
each apiece of cotton cloth to wrap round his loins. 
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They are then dismissed to their homesj wlierc 
they remain till their services are again required. 
The few constant attendants as soldiers are 
people who are serving for pnnishincnt for offences 
of various descriptions. For ins t a nee, if a man 
commits adultery with the wife of another, and 
the ease is laid before the King, the offender is 
doomed to servo so long as he is able in the capa- 
city of a soldier, and when unfit for that service, was 
generally offered as a sacrifice at one of the King’s 
annual customs ; hut the latter part of this cruel 
sentence has been abolished by the present King 
of Dahomey, who is much more merciful than his 
predecessors. Polygamy is here unlimited, and 
depravity of every description to an extraordinary 
extent. The longer T rcaide here, the more 
am I convinced, however, that the most predo- 
minant passion of the African is theft. The 
more they are taught, the more accomplished 
rogues they become ; and this is one of the most 
civilized settlements on the ^^holc of the western 
coast of Africa, from the number of llbci'atcd 
slaves who have settled here, and who become 
themselves slave-dealers and farmois. In fact, Avith 
tlic exception of Europeans, these are tlie only 
people Avlio show any signs of clvili^atiou. The 
former name of dAliydali was Grihwee or ririgh- 
wee; Init since its su])jcctl()u to Dahomey it has 
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become part of that territory, and received its 
present name. During wars the military of 
Whydali arc altached to the powerful army of 
Dahomey, which is of a much superior description. 

February 28th. — A slave ciew was landed here 
to -clay from the Hydra steamer. On the 29th 
I went on board this vessel, and was kindly re- 
ceived by the officers. Here 1 met with Mr. 
J\I‘Gregor, first lieutenant, who had been trans- 
ferred from the Fvometlious^ in which vessel I was 
passenger from England. 

March 4tli. — I went by the Lagoon river again 
to Ahguay, and arrived early on the morning of 
the 5th. Ail was bustle and excitement amongst 
the slave-merchants. They had, late on the pre- 
vious evening, shipped five hundred slaves in the 
short space of an hour, although the surf is 
always very bad on this coast. Unfortunately 
two of the slaves were drowned during the ship- 
ment. It had been intended to ship six hun- 
dred slaves, liad the Hydra steamer not hove in 
sight. On the following morning the Hydra 
made the slaver a piisse, to the great mortification 
of all who had slaves on hoard. 

It may be intcresLing to those unacquainted with 
slave-shipping to learn something of the mode. 
Wlieu a shipment of slaves is about to take place, 
the blav es are taken out, as if for their usual airing. 
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perhaps ten or twenty on one chain , which is fas- 
tened to the nech of each indivicluaij at the distance 
of about one yard apart. In this manner they are 
thus marclied in single file to the lieacli, without any 
intimation of their fate, about which they seem 
quite iiiditfcreat oven when they know It. Every 
canoe i.s then put in reqiilsitloiij and the little piece 
of cotton-cloth tied round the loins of tlic slave is 
stripped offj and the gang on each chain is in suc- 
cession marched close to a fire previously kindled 
on the beach. Here marking-irons are Iieateck 
and when an iron is .sufficiently liotj it is fpilckly 
dipped in palm- oik hr order to prevent its sticking 
to the flesh. It is then applied to the ribs or hip, 
and sometimes even to the breast. Each slave- 
dealer uses his own mark, so that when the vessel 
arrives at her destination, it is easily ascertained 
to wdioni those who died belonged. 

They are then hurried into a canoe and com- 
pelled to sit in the bottom, where they are stowed 
as closely as possible till the canoe reaches the ship. 
They are then taken on board, and again put into 
the chain until they reach their destination, where 
they are given over to their intended masters or 
their agents. 

March 6th, — Mr. IIiitt(m having returned from 
Daclagry, where he had been visiting his factoi'y, 
wc sailed by the lagoon to the westward, as far 
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as Porto Sogoora, dlstaafc by kgooii forty-four 
miles. In our passage^ we put in at Popoe^ and 
visited my old accpiaintance, Mr. Lawson, and 
his sons. At tlic landing-place were a number of 
i\[r. Lawvsoii’s vslavcs bathing, all chained together 
by the neck, They all seemed very healthy and 
liappy, but I could not help thinking that it is well 
lor them that their nature and habits partake so 
much of the lower animal, otherwise they would 
l)e sciitiihlo of their wretched situation. 

After a short visit to Mr. Lawson, and an in- 
troduction to his two priuclp<al wives, whose large 
dimensions I have already mentioned, we again 
resumed our journey, and after five miles’ sail by 
Lagoon, Ihougli much less geographically, we 
arrived at Greejec, a town of great note on account 
of its market, as I have already mentioned. Here 
a toll was demanded of us. About one mile fixi'- 
ther lip the river, another barrier crosses the river, 
and another toll was demanded. This eonsisted 
of two liottlcs of rum. A great trade is carried 
on in this latter jilace, 'which is named Zahlivay. 
Tt ib situated on a rising ground, on the left 
hank of the river. Tlie reason of two tolls being 
established so near to each other, is, to catch all 
parties attending the markets of both the latter 
places, xvhether on descending or ascending the 
lagoon, (^ach bar being respective^ placed below 
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and tiLnvo l)o(-li towix^. Gri'tjdjeo cuiitaiiiri twelve, 
lmndi‘(xl iiiluibitaiits, Zallli^ay about Uv{> 

tlioiif'arid. 

Tlio rivor licrc Is at pi'<‘sent only four feet and a 
Imlf dtu'p, and a (juurtcu' ofaniilo l)rojid; tliu lanr], 
levo] and rich. The ri^*ht bank is well cnltlvuicil, 
and tluu’O arc a few plaiitailous of coUoii Ihrec 
fai‘UL(3i' up tlie I'lvc'u. .V beautiful belt of 
ooooa-troos extends alou^‘ the laud, s('iianitiue; the 
lug()(ui Crum the vsea. This bolt extended for 
several uulcSj anclj with a close cover of shrubs c f 
the laurel tribe^ gives an iiKlcscril>ablc effect to 
the landscape ; whilc^ close to the bankS; arc dif- 
ferent patches of cultivated land* But on neither 
side of the liver docs cultivation extend for any 
distance. Three miles higher from the last-named 
town 3 and also on the left hank of the river, 
ruiming S.E., is a sin all village of two hundred 
inhabit ants (name not known) ; and two miles 
and a lialf farther in the same direction, and on 
the same bank, is a small town of some note, 
owing to its inhabitants performing some feat of 
valour, according to their ideas. 

Ill the river, opposite this little town of Yakasgo, 
is a small verdant island, })ut uneullivated, per- 
Imps owing to the iiumdatlons during tlio rainy 
season. Another village, or krooru, bcautitidly 
situated, and only liidf a mile distant from the 
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latter, suddenly presents itself, being almost con- 
cealed with cocoa, palm, and cachii-trccs. This 
is a fishing village, having a great number of 
canoes, some of the most simple construction, 
consisting merely of a cocoa-tree, of about 
cigliiccu inches diameter, and twelve or fifteen 
feet in length, hollowed out with the excep- 
tion of a foot at each end* This unshapely vessel 
often carries three boys, who navigate it witli a 
shill quite astonishing, bringing home sometimes 
a thousand fish. 

About six miles higher, and magnetic west, is 
another town, called Badagiiay. This town has 
a weekly market. Its manufactures consist of 
cotton cloths, generally blue and white stripe, 
earthen pots, lime, indigo, country mats, and 
grass bags holding about a bushel. This town is 
also on the left bank. The river is still only four 
feet and a half deep. 

Three miles farther, on the right, is a beautiful 
grove of the cabbage palm-tree, extending for 
several miles. The belt of cocoa terminates where 
the cabbage-palm commences. The latter tree is 
of a very singular and graceful appearance. At 
the root it is not more than one foot in diameter, 
and rises to the height of fifty feet. This singular 
tree gradually thickens till it reaches one-third of 
its height, its graceful swell increasing its diameter 



WESTERN AFIITCA. 


1*^7 


to twenty incliGs. It tlicn again (leci’cahCb in tlAiolv- 
ncferf to tlic coinnionc<‘iueiit of tlie branchei'f, ur 
leaves, wliicli resemble a iiuiiibev of ladleft’ j’aiw, 
each leaf beautifully ribbed lilve a plaited frill, 
al)oiit four f(‘eL long, and ^preading so as to form 
tbvoe-fuurlhs of a cireUn T(.) tluise who ha\e 
never seen one of tlieftc trees, it seeiub a won- 
derful production of J\biture. 

The lagoon becomes hero half a mile wide, and 
continues only four foot dee[) during the dry 
season. After ascending six miles nearly due 
west, it widens to three-quarters of a mile, 
and becomes thickly w*oocled on the right bank 
with large trees of different species, mixed with 
heaiitifid shrubs of various kinds of the laurel 
tribe, and numerous orchidcous and ]>arasltical 
plants, together with a great number of ringing 
birds of varied and beautiful plumage. The quiet 
stillness of the scene, under the ray^s of a tropical 
sun, had, at least for a short period, a pleasing 
elFect upon my mind, recalling to my memory 
scenes of boyhood. Those happy days recur to 
us now only as it were in dreams, which quickly 
float past, and vanish on the rapid and silent 
stream of life. 

At sunset we arrived at Porto Sugoora, a town 
of considerable size, though not of much trade. 
The chief manufacture here is palm-oil and cotton 

Ii2 
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cloths* The town is on tlio right hank of tlio 
lagoon, on a strip of land separating it from 
the sea; the distance between the two latter 
being one mile, and the town equidistant from 
each, and in the centre of the bank, which is 
clilcfly sand. The bank close to the lagoon k 
thickly wooded Avith a great variety of large trees, 
with underwood and running plants, of at least 
twenty clUfcrcnt kinds. The palm-tree is cnlti- 
vated here on accuLint of the nuts, nsed for oil. 
Monkeys are in great abundance, passing in 
flocks from one tree to another, as nimbly as if 
they belonged to the feathered tribe. 

Iiiimcdiatcly npon arriving at Porto Sogoora, 
we called upon the caboceer, or headman of the 
place, a tall, stont, and good-natured looking man, 
about thirty-eight years of age. After the usual 
formality of an African visit, Mr. TIutton, who 
was on bis return to Cape Coast, determined at 
once to proceed on his journey. Mr. Hanson 
(agent to Mr. Plutton, at his factory at Ahguay), 
ami jMr. Ilenrique, half-brother to Mr. Ingram, 
late Governor in the Gambia, accompanied Mr. 
Huttoii as far as the river Volta. Mr. Hanson and 
ISIr. Ilcnriqne promised to return in three days. 
In the interval I determined to remain at Porto 
Sogoora, with a vieAv to explore a river named 
ITaho, which I haA^c reason to believe to ImA^e 
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itto rise lu the Kono ilountain^j north of Da- 
homey. Aecurdingly T api^lled to the (Ml)(>ce( r 
for four eauoeiueii to work the canoe, ^vlHch ho 
readily aj^ieed to bii[)p]yj but of coiu'r^e on 
well [>iud fur it. lie also oifered to su[)i)ly mo 
A\lth a voting man as seiAiint and cook, wliieli I 
aeeepl(Ml. I had, in addition, two volunteer-; 
on(‘ old man, named Itliay Ilolho (and now a 
felidi-inan), a servant to Cnptaln Cdappertou 
durine: hh last travels in this country, and an- 
other man, a native of Accra. 

After giving my canoe men buhsistencc, my ^^ro- 
mifecd servant jn'esented hiiiiself, when, to JI13" 
great feiirprl'C, I recognised in him a servant of 
Governor IliH’s at Cape Coavst oidv a fevv^ months 
belore. I was agreealdy MirpiAe<l at tliis, parti- 
cularly’ as he could speak Engiidi. Pool' fellow’ ! 
he was also much pleased iit the opportunity of 
representing Ins ca^e to me, and the circumstances 
under wluek ho was made a slave. It appeared 
tlui t, after leaving tlie service of the Governor of 
Capo Coast,^ he ventured upon a journey along the 
coast as far as Little Ehnina, a distance of at least 
two luindred mile',. At the latter place lie was 
ver|uesied hy an Lhniiui soldier (if dcfcrvung i.uch 
i‘anlv) to sell a [lieco of cloth for him. rie st.itc-» 
that, after selling the cloth, the soldier accusial 
lain of stealing the money. He was, in eonse« 
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quence, seized by the soldier, and told to a slave*- 
dealer at Popoe, Owing, however, to his being 
able to spealc English, it was not deemed safe to ship 
him. lie was consequently exchanged with the 
caboceer of Porto Sogoora for two younger slaves, 
the cahocccr considering that he might make him 
useful as an Englibli Interpreter in the course of 
trade. It is very prohablc that the suspicions of 
the soldier were pretty correct, for I myself had 
previous ocular demonstration of his being a thief. 
Indeed, you will very seldom err far in suspect- 
ing most Africans to be rogues. 

March 7tL — At 6 a.m., I called, as is the custom, 
oil tlie caboceer, who, upon the whole, behaved 
pretty well and kindly, although for pecuniary 
motives. He called the canoeincn and my Cape 
Coast servant, and my two volunteers, giving them 
strict injunctions with regard to my safety. I had 
also a boy left with me by Mr. Planson. My 
party altogether amounted to eight in number. 

embarked in Mr. Hanlon’s canoe, which was 
comfortably fitted iii), and proceeded up the lagoon, 
which now becomes broad, forming a lake six 
miles in width and the same lu length. On the 
right bank, and about five miles from Porto 
Sogoora, we landed, to visit a small Icroom, on 
luuioiint of its market, in order to purcliase some 
vegetables. This krooin is distant from the lake 



WE^'nUlN AFillCA, 


151 


one mile, ?:ltuated on a va^t plain of exculleiiL 
loamy soil. The iniuLl)it;uits all turned out armed, 
but upon their finding my little party friendly, we 
were well reeeivt‘d, and supplied wUli a calabat^h 
full of ch‘an water. /Vfter purcliusiiig h(tme vege- 
taldod and .shooting soiue wild pigeoii'', which are 
here in groat numbers, we vi'^ited tlu' marh el- 
place, altliough the weekly market was held on 
the follo^vlng day. 

The luarkefc ib held under the shade of a silk- 
cotton -tree, the branches of whieli extend iniicdi 
farther than any otlier tree I had ever seen, and 
arc so cloae as entirely to shade those under it from 
the bimibig rays of the sun. Tliib Is not usual in 
the cot tun- tree, although they are always, at their 
full growth, of a great height and the trunk 
large. 

I here observed also a tree bearing a singular 
fruii, the name of which has escaped my recol- 
lection. It is larger than, and nuicli resembles au 
orange, but has merely a very thin skin, with 
pores like the orange, inside of which is a shell 
as hard as that of the cocoa-nut. This shell is 
about tlic thicknej3^ of a half-crown, and the kernel 
(which conijdetoly fills tlio shell) is a little tlnukor 
in consistence than butter, and of an acrid taste. 
Tins fruit is very valuable in making soap, 
and this soap is coiibidercd far superior to any 
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other in tills country. A fruit of the smiic 
Species^ but cab out one- third of the size, is also 
found in the neighbourhood, which is cleared of 
tlic kernel and converted into snuff-boxes. This 
ki'ooin Is luiiucd Suva. 

After remaining licrc about an hour we again 
embarked, and crossed the upper end of the lake 
to a very largo market, bearing N. 15" AY. from 
the last-named place, and distant three miles and 
a half Here we were met by several lumdreds 
of persons, attracted by the novel a])pearance of 
the canoe, which was covered in with painted 
canvass, over a frame-woi'k forming a house, with 
the exception of a space at each end for the caiioc- 
nicii, wlio na^iigatc the canoe with long poles in 
the lagoon and hike. Hundreds came into the 
water as high as their middle to get alongside, 
no doubt induced by other motives than curiosity. 
IMy people used every effort, particularly my two 
volunteers, to keep the people back at a proper 
distance from the canoe . Besides the oppressive 
lieat, increased hy the crowd, the very disagreeable 
odour from tlieir diriy skin is extremely offensive 
to those whose nasal organs arc not properly 
seasoned to it. But as boon as I pushed the 
Jalotims aside, and thrust my head through the 
aperture, a speedy and confused retreat was the 
rcsiult. jMany were pushed down in the ^Yater 
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iiiul trod upon ; l)iii llicy f>ooii re turnup I, ai'ter 
Ijolng' at'surcd tliat I warf quite luirmlc'':5, and could 
not cat Mark inan, Xo one of* tlic pai’ty had over 
bcfui’e beheld a wliiie man; but it would tippear 
they had always laaii'd, througb siadi of their 
IVhaids as laid C‘vcr been on the roast, tliat whites 
men always elioosc blaidc men I'or (iiod in [)i*efer- 
ciiri‘ lo any olhei’. All c'aptaius of davers tell 
tiii:3 to the slaves^ be-ddes many other ab^urdltles♦ 
ThL> market Is well attended, and sLi[)prLed with 
e^vvy thing necessary /hr natfv'C caiisufnpj!fori, 
Several articles of Eiiropeiui manufacture are also 
exposed for sale. It is about fifty yards from the 
lake, and entirely void of any esheiter or shade, and 
would not be known as a market-place as dis- 
tinguished from any other ^.])acG of ground trodden 
bare of vegetation. The market of Eodefo L5 licld 
dally, and is chosen as a central position for all the 
neighbouring towns- Tlie great advantage of this 
place and other markets on tke lake and luguori’ 
is cunvcmexit water-carriage. The ozily dress 
worn at this place by nudes, and by those attending 
the market, is a small piece of cotton, twisted like 
a rope, tied round llio loins and passed between 
the thighs, and ilrawu tightly n>imd the luw(u* 
part of then' pen-on. The females generally, who 
can ailbrd ,sucli, w'car a cloth wrapped round the 
body, just below the ])roast, and hanging a little 
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lower than the knee. Slaves are taken in great 

\j 

munbers from this country. 

We next proceeded to the mouth of the river 
HahOj* at the entrance of which is a small island^ 
tho river passing it on both sides. No doubt this 
island is formed by the force of the current during 
the rainy season, ^^('h washes down the soil and 
meets a check at the mouth of the river, by the 
swell on the lake. 

After ascending two miles nearly N., wc ob- 
served numerous beautiful species of the crane, 
white, blue, and brown, as w^cll as the large 
pelican. Alligators were also very numerous. 
My canocmen now began to show some reluc- 
tance to proceed any farther, assuring me that 
the river was quite unfrequented by any crea- 
tures, except those we saw — alligators and bipod 
tribes, I affirmed, that was the very reason 
why I was determined to and declared 

that the first person who disobeyed my orders 
I would throw into the water. This threat I 
was soon compelled to put into execution, by 
throwing overboard the head n\an of the canoc- 
luen. He begged hard to be allowed to como 
again into the canoe, promising to go wherever I 
chose. This man was the caboceer’s son. I 
allo%Yed him again to conic into the canoe, but still 
Til IB river is eallad tlie ITalio, and the town HaUotia, 
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they worked very lazily, I tlieii took iny double- 
barrel Into my hnnd, desiring my servant to tell 
them tliiit tlicy must nut think, because I was a 
white nuiii and alone, ilial they should disobey aiy 
orders with imp unity, declaring that I would 
shoot the first man who should disol loy me, 
Aft(M' (Ills they proceeded (fderahly well till a 
large hippopotamus showed Ills licad above tlie 
water, lie soon, however, disappeared. 

I cannot say that I had not any apprclieu- 
sioiLS for the safety of the canoe, particularly as 
the river here was not more than twenty yards 
wide and twelve feet deep. The cauocmen 
showed every symptom of fear, hut by repeated 
threats they were induced to proceed ; and, until 
they had passed the place where the hippopotamus 
had appeared, they urged the canoe with a hpecd 
much beyond any of their previous exertions, 
The African is generally a great coward, par- 
ticnlaTly if at any di^^tance beyond bis ONvn 
locality. After many solicitations to allow them to 
return, finding their appeal of no avail, the men 
worked tolerably well, and we ascended the river 
rapidly, the current being not more than one mile 
per hour. 

The course of the river changed fco nuieh as 
to make me uluuKsfc doul)t the accuracy of my 
compass, hut liaving two on board, I ^satisfied 
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myself. After ascending tlic stream fifteen miles, 
the scenery on the banks changed from an open 
plain on each side, witlilong coarse reeds, to banks 
rising about seven or eight feet, with large trees 
of various sorts, many of the drooping kind, 
their long fibres falling into the smooth, glassy 
stream as it stole slowly along. At tins place the 
cm rent is scarcely perceptible. The jasmine, 
twining round some of the smaller trees or shrubs, 
filled the atmosphere with its luxurious odours, 
and clo^c to the water’s edge weic beautiful flng^ 
similar to those of Britain, but bearing a huge 
white flower. The sun ivas ju&t sinking below 
the horizon, and his Libt i ays were red oc ted 
tlirough the openings of the rich foliage on the 
smooth surface of the still stream. 

Hero in the tropics there is no twilight, conse- 
quently as soon as the sun disappears from the 
hoinzon all is dark as midnight. As we had not 
seen any thing resembling a liiuuau habitation, 
or even the appearance of a path or footmark, this 
circumstance, and the tameness of the birds, large 
and small, induced me to conclude that Ave were at 
a considerable distance from any lu’oom or toAvn ; 
1 therefore determined to stop for the night on 
the first part of the bank clear of the bush I could 
liud. Fortunately, the moon was bright, and in 
a!)Oufc three quarters of an hour I observed a small 
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crock oil tliolcft biiukj \\ liu h wc out( rod, but (bund 
that it flhl not extend inoio tlnin a lcAV)iml^ [ 
rejoiced. In A\e\ or, tn Bud tlK‘ uthc^ and nuuL«> oB a 
fire liaviiifT Ijtnui rcetuitly Icludlocl on the bank, 
IW .surveyed all round, to ascertain il’ any path 
led troui tfu^ plac<% but bc'In^’ dbappolut('d we 
a^i^alii went on ])oard, and a^c'ondnl the stream, 
eoin bleed Fioiu the uuirlvs ah’(‘ady inontionod that 
soiue ha])ltallou was noai’. The hippopotamub and 
alli<>:ators wore now, however, making desperate 
plunges into the water at bliort intervals, from tlie 
banks on either side, rendering the luuigatloii 
ill a narrow riv^cr ha^ardou’^. The ivatcr -was also 
becoming deep wl li amud bottom, so tliat polos of 
fifteen or eighteen feet ivcre of no u^'G. I was now 
obliged to take a pole, to 4io\v the canoemon boiv 
to ii-c tliem a= oars. Fortunately tbe current here 
was scarcely perceptible, and. our progress iva? 
gi’catcr than I anti<‘lpated. 

After ascending two iulle?5 more, I observed a 
strong light on the b ft bank near at band- This 
ivas a cheering sight to all of us, as ivc thoiiglit it 
IV as a krooni, or at least a habitation ; wo found it, 
luAVCver, to lie nothing nu»re ihnn a cauif) of seven 
ihhenaoi), and ten or twelve boys. Each o(‘ tbe 
men stood on the bank, armed with old uuiskcts, 
ready, no doubt, to give us a volley in tbe event 
oi‘ our being micinius, Eut I liad myself two 
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double-barrels and pistols, as Avell as iny sabre. 
Upon being addressed, however^ by my old friend 
Ithay Botho, they lodged their arms, and we landed, 
and found that these people frcq^ucntly came do^Yl^ 
the river as far as the place where we observed the 
last niarlcs of fire on the haiiha to catch fish, but 
never ventured lower, dccluriiig, that if thej'’ pro- 
ceeded farther, one large fctisli alligator destroyed 
every person, as well as smashed the canoe. They 
accounted for our heing permitted to pass becnusc 
I was a white man, and that it intended to have 
some more of his amphibious friends to witness Ills 
g‘j*.'Uid performance witli me. Plowcyer, I told 
them that white man's fetich had more power than 
their fetish alligator. They then described his 
enormous dimensions and power, which entirely 
prostrated all the courage of my canoemen. I 
was in hopes that the dread of returning to en- 
counter such a monster would be an inducement 
to them to proceed onwards with less reluctance, 
as I bad assured them we could return down the 
Volta. Howxver, the old fishermen pointed out 
ec|iial difficulties in ascending, unless great sacrifices 
were made to propitiate the river- spirit or fetish. 
My canoemen seemed now hemmed in by dangers 
on all sides. 

The party of fishermen had set their fish- traps, 
a wichor basket, oiithe same principle as that used 
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on the rivers in RrlUilu for catchino’ eol^ : the 

O 

light on the bank attracting the fisli to the trap'^a 
anclj I al&o found to iny no small annoyance^ 
attrnnting musr]^ultors iii s warms. Tn eonsequonoo 
of whhdi I and two boys returned to the canoe, 
thinking to avoid tliem,))ut tlu*y seeiucMl chdenuiiied 
to show tlu'ir re-^pects to tlu‘ stranger, not l>y drink- 
ing water with ui(‘rastlie natives do), ]>ul by tasting 
my blood, '\rith sucdi an annoyanci^, togetlier wltli 
the splashing in the water of dllfereiit ainphibioirs 
creatures, I slept but little. At six iu the 
niorulng we had breakfast, having our cooking 
XI tonsils on board. This consisted of fish and 
manioc-root, and a little yam. My servant, the 
boy from Cape Coast, intimated to me what lie 
overheard during the night, between the canoc- 
mcn and fishermen, to the effect that they had 
detcrnuiicd cither to descend the river, or, at least, 
not to proceed any farther iqi the stream. If I 
persisted, however, in proceeding with my two 
volunteers and two boys only, they would remain 
oil the bank with the fishermen, except one who 
was to Yolimteer to pilot us to the first town, 
about six miles higlior up the stream; and when 
there, the cabococr would demand a toll higlier 
tluiu I was prepared to pay, and in that event 
sois^.n upon my oanoo and property. 

Being well acquainted witli sudi diavucters, I 
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Avas deter mined, though alone, not to give way to 
them. Accordingly, I ordered all my people on 
lioard, which was immediately obeyed ; hut upon 
moving from onr position the men headed the 
canoe clown tlic stream, and declared their deter- 
mination not to proceed fmthcr. Upon this I 
drew niy sword, and drove the whole of the 
eauocmen out of the canoc. My two volunteeis, 
and myself and boys, being sufficient to man 
the canoc, we pushed oft, turning down the river. 
The canoeincii, now finding tlicinsclves luiserdhly 
di-'fippointed, dreaded Ic^^t -wc slioiild leave them 
alone, and raised the most pitcouo yells conccivalde, 
begging to be again taken on board, and ex- 
pressing their readiness to accompany me any 
where I might think XH'oper. But I had deter- 
mined, as a warning, to keep them a little time in 
suspense, and proceeded a short dibtance down the 
stream ; at the earnest eutrciaty of old Ithay 
and my other volunteer, I then, returned to take 
them on hoard. By this time, however, the fish- 
ermen, who had promised them patronage and 
assifetance, completed their villany, by declaring 
them to be their slaves, and determined to keep 
possession of them, upon the pretence that they 
had been turned ashore through their own dis- 
ohedlonce. 

Upon luy rnniihig the head of the canoe on 
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tlie bunkj to iny surprise I found cacli of the 
seven fibliennon ^vitli his musket pueftouted to- 
wards me. They present tlicir muskets from 
tlic hip. Seeing tluit tlicy had neglected to take 
the covers of niuak(‘y-skin off their locks, and 
knowing that they could not (oiU'h the trigger, I 
detenuined to inaki; the fir^t atLa<‘.k, whieli 1 linew 
would he attended \vith^ucecs^ 1 . L had a gnu iu 
my left liand, and onlercd (dd Ithay to come in my 
rear, ready to hand me a second directly I should 
have dibcharged niy first two barrels. Mr. Ilaa- 
son\s buy, who showed as much coolness as if I were 
going to shoot a pigeon, stood on iny left A\itli my 
sword, which was in a canvass case. Standing on 
the bow of the canoe, with one foot on the gun- 
wale, I desired Ithay to inform them that I did not 
come to make war, hut though I unhf onv 
white I would convince them that I did not fear 
iliein. They might kill me, it was true, Ijut be- 
fore they could accomplish that, I could kill at 
least four of them, having four barrels cliarged 
with three large slugs each, adding that the first 
man mIio attempted to remove his lock cover 
I would instantly shoot. 

At this same imjmcnt I biiatcli('.d the s word- 
blade out of itfe {:Cahhurd and h^^ruiig u[)Ou the 
bank, cut the fure-arm of the uuui on tlie right, 
so that ho dropped his inu>kot instantly, and the 
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next momeiifc I put the point to the breast of a 
second. Tins place being a small peninsula, and 
with no means of retreat, except over the place 
Avheve I stood, the others threw down their gnns 
and prostrated themselves, begging me to spare 
their lives. Uy this time the canoemen had tum- 
bled into tlie caiioc, and would doubtless have left 
nio in turn, could they have done so with safety, 
but my volunteers and two boys remained faithful. 

In ray exasperation I broke one musket against 
a tree, and deternihiecl to do so with all tlio 
others, but relented, satisfying myself with 
emptying the priming and dipping the guns in 
the liver. I then returned to the canoe, taking 
with me also the old man whose arm was out, 
and whose nmslcet I had broken. He writhed 
and groaned as much as if his arm had been 
amputated. It certainly was cut to the bone, 
and perhaps a little beyond ; but if taken care of 
it would probably not be attended with serious 
cuiwer^ucnces, although the largo blood-vessel on 
tlie upper part of the iviiiit, running in the direc- 
tion of the thumb, was separated. I had in my 
carpet-bag fortunately two bandages, one of 
which I used, with some native cotton, to dress 
it. This done, I resolved to punish my canoc- 
ineu, which measure I put into execution with a 
good stick. I also obliged them to ascend the 
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river against then’ former cleteriulnation. This 
I did more with a view to enforce obcdlenee, 
than with any wish to visit the town, still distant 
six miles. To some it may seem hard to compel 
Individuals to accompany me against their own 
free will ; but it must be borne in mind that tlnnr 
services were entirely voluntary; but they expected, 
being alone, and when they had me on the lake, to 
kill time, and obtain pay for their own pleasure. 
After we had proceeded about a mile, I ob- 
served two canoes ahead, containing the other six 
fishermen and the boys. They liad fled to their 
canoes, which had been moored a short distance 
above the encampment. After advancing an- 
other mile, I ordered the canoe to be brought 
round, and commence our descent. This gave 
great satisfaction to the whole of my party ; but 
very different were the feelings of iny prisoner, 
who till now was, doubtless, calculating upon 
ample revenge for his wound and the loss of his 
musket. The other canoes, finding that we were 
r(? turning, returned also, but coidd not l)e induced 
to come near to us. In ])assing the place of the 
encampment, my prisoner begged to be landed, 
but I was (lotennlncd to put him to a little niore 
inconvenience, and carried him a considerable 
distance farther down, landing him on the worst 
part of the bank I could select. 



164 


TUAVKLS IjSr 


CIIAPTEll vni. 


Jly lonely Situation — Akwouay, its Population, fee.— Kind Po- 
ception by the Oadadoo — Kafcivo Hou^o of two StoTles — 
Gigantic Cotton-tree — Ptay, i\ Vegetable of tho Yam tribe — 
Voracity ol tlio P?ativca— klamifactaion, &c. uJ Akwoaay 
— Natives of Porto Sogoora — Visit of the Caboccor— Alodo of 
oatehing Crabs— Great IXoat — Visit from tlative Women— 
Ml. Lan^on of Popoe — Characier of tho Kativos — Attempt at 
^Murder — Nocturnal Visit— Sn pci stitiou— Vicinity of a PetiBh- 
house — Plocks of Monkeys — The Monkey, an article of Pood — 
Disagreeable Si tn at ion— Cravings of Hunger— Visit to the 
Groojoe Market — -An Alligator killed— Usual Notioc to tho 
Authorities on such, occasions — Tho Alligator used as Pood — 
Cruelty of the Natives to the Horse— Peturn to Whydali — 
Bad Conduct of my Canoemen — Adventures — Arrival at 
Wliydah— Preparations for my Journey to Abomey — Country 
around Whydali — ■ Parms — Emigrants from Sierra Deone 
Slave-dealers — Genex'osity of the King of Dahomey — Soil of 
Whydah— Corn-mill— PornS; Vegetables^ Pruits, &c. 

I NOW began to reflect a little on tbe occnvrences 
of the morning, with feelings mingled alter- 
nately Avlth anger and regret. Sometimes I felt 
vexed that I had not piinishccl the villnny shown 
towards me move severely, at others I regretted 
breaking the old man’s mnskei, and that I had 
perluips disabled liim for life. This was the 
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first time that I luul ever felt the loneliness of 
my situation in .Vfriea. soon, liowever, as my 
thoughts turned upon something cdse this uichin- 
clioly feeling was forg'otten, and my men with 
iniieh sutisfaeiiuu gaily urged our cauoe down 
the stream till tiuy retudicd the lakcj, whieli 
bring tit this time rather rougli, our [irogrofts 
was sl(nv till iv<^ ivarhed towards tlie windward 
sldcj when' tlie water wais muni calm, d'lils lake, 
the extern t of whi(‘li I have already inontluned, 
is during the dry season not more than four 
feet and a half deep upon an average. 

After passing down the lake four or five miles, 
I determined to vlblt fi town of eousidcrablo size 
on the left bank. This town is named Akwoaay, 
and may contain seven or eight thousand in* 
habitants. It is beautifully situated on a rising 
ground, shaded with fine trees of difterout de- 
scriptions. The houses arc built of better 
materials and proportion than those of any of the 
U>wns I had visited on the banks of the river 
between Whydah and this place. The cabocecr 
is also called gadacloo, which he claims as his 
name, as well as marking the rank he ludds us 
rulin’ or king. 

Akwoaay, Porto Sogoora, Greejoo, Popoe, 
Ahguay, Grand Popoe, and some otlua- towns 
on the lagoon, are all Indopendent settlemeiits. 
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Avitli their own chief or king and governmcntj for 
they have repelled all advances made by the 
Dahomans, Upon niy landing at Akwoaay, I n as 
met Iby the gadadoo^ who Idndly Invited me to his 
honbO to drink some peto with him. I accepted 
his invitation with great satisfaction^ as also did 
the whole of my party, lie had just completed a 
new house of two stories, which had been planned 
by a krooincm who had at a former period been 
to England in a merchant-ship. He evinced no 
small satisfaction in showing us up-stairs, though 
his upper room was only capable of admitting a 
person in a crouching j^^^sition ; still it was enough 
to make an uncivilized African proud to imagine 
that he occupied a palace c(][ual to the sovereign 
of England, His house ^yas about twenty feet 
long by twelve broad, and, including both stories, 
ten feet in height. In reply to Iiis question, what 
fcort of a house the Queen of England occupied, I 
told him that her palace was much larger than his 
whole town, and ten times higher. At this he 
seemed astonished and incredulous. However, his 
kindness was nothing abated, and after we had 
satisfied ourselves with peto, he ordered fish to be 
cooked with pahn-oil, and plenty of meal from the 
marze or Indian corn. 

'While this meal was being prexiaved, the 
gadadoo accompanied us round the town, where 
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I shot plenty of pigeons^ wliidi arc here %ery 
numerous. At this place I measured a cotton- tree, 
and foujul it forty-two feet in rireuinference. Here 
I also fouad a root used for food of a description 
I luivc not seen in any (Mher part of Afj*ica. It is 
culled hy the natives dai!) and is of the yam 
t3‘ii)c. It tastcn very sweeh ‘^^nl is al)oui the finu- 
nc>s (if an Ihiglish potato, about eighteen indies 
long, and in the middle ahoiil ten inches thick. 
It tapers from the upper end, but not so miudi as 
a cuiTot. After our walk, Ihc gadadoo led us again 
back to his house, and dinner being ready uuiic was 
served up hy itself in two calabadics, the fish stewed 
in palm-oil in one, and boiled corn in the other. 
Unfortunately niy host posse ‘-.'sed neither spoon nor 
knife ; but I sent my buy to the eaiioc for both ; 
the rest of the iiarty, of coiuve, never nuide u^e of 
any convenience beyond their fiiigern, which they 
used with great dexterity, each endeavouring to 
cope with the others. This feeling of competition 
exists amongst them only when eating or stealing. 
They eat cnoiiuously at all times when they find 
an ojiportunity of doing so at the expense of 
others, but when at tlicir own they are capable 
of sust {lining linage r for a length of time. Tlic 
old gadadoo seemed to enjoy the scene, looking 
on with as inii<*h pleasure as if he were par- 
taking of the fare ; as ahu did the crowd outside, 
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'svlio could at a little distance see all our manoeuvres^ 
tlie windows being so low. All seemed astonished 
to see a white man eat with a hnife and fork. 
This was the first time a white man had visited 
this ])hicc within the rcincinbrance of the present 
population. 

After dinner we again partook of some peto, 
drinking the gadadoo's health, who was apparently 
about sixty or seventy years of age. lie then 
accompanied ns to the beach, inviting me severat 
times to come again and visit his country. The 
crowd was very great ; even as high as the arm- 
pits the people stood in hundreds in the water, to 
catch a glimpse of the white man. I liad some 
slight apprehensions respecting my luggage and 
instruments in the cauoe ; hut every thing came off 
well. This was one of the very few places near the 
coast where I experienced hospitality from a native 
without some pecuniary motive. Tlio gadadoo 
was first made aware that I had nothing witli me 
to offer him, but mildly rG])lied that ho rcctuircd 
nothing, and was too proud that his town was 
honoured by a visit from a white man, He is 
beloved by his pieoplc for his mild government. 

The situation and construction of the town, its 
inaniifacture of cotton cloths, and its advantages 
for agriculture, render it ii much superior town to 
any on the lake between this place and Whydah. 
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Itoiind the iminGclIatc neijjclihourliood the town 
the soil is of a li;^ht red, excellent for corn, ma- 
ul oca, melons, f^onrda, and all sorts of vegelablci-. 
At some little distance behind, udiere tli(i land is 
(>l\vt‘r, tlie soil is a black sandy loam, and pr(tdu(*Ci 
excellent yains. 

After iiarting nnlh our veneraldc lio^l, we 
I>iHlied off, and made direct for I'orto >Sogoora, 
whlidi place \vc rcMclicd about ludf an hour before 
sunset. The caboceerV piiiicipal people were 
all on the beach, aiixioutely awaiting our return, 
and in fact a party of sundry canoes was ordered to 
go in search of us, had we not made our appear- 
ance at the time we did. The old cahoceer was 
very much pleased to hear of my safe return by 
a messenger who preceded us* He was just set- 
ting out to meet mo when I arrived at his house. 
After relating my adventure he pretended 1o 
be in a great rage at tlie conduct of the people 
whom he had sent as my canoemeUj and threat- 
ened to punish tlicm severely ; but as one was 
his near relation, I suppose he considered the 
punishment I had already inflicted upon them 
sufficient. 

Amongst all the nelglibouving towns, Porto 
Kogoora l)carb a very had diara(ff{‘r. Its native^, in 
general, nro considtu'cd to Ijc very great 
and (ucu murderers when an opportunity presents 

■\T)r . I. I 
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itself. However^ I cannot say that I found them at 
all deserving such an opinion, as far as my experi- 
ence went : to be sure, they were well paid for any 
nccoiumodation or civility shown me on their part. 
After supper I went to bed, and slept soundly; 
my accommodation being rather superior to most 
of the natives. The house where I slept belonged 
to Ilcnrique, already inentioiicd in a former part 
of iny journal. His principal residence is at Ah- 
giiay, but this house is occupied by him when at 
Porto Sogoora. Pic was now with Mr, James 
Hanson, accompanying Mr. Hutton as far as the 
Volta, on liis return to Cape Coast, so that his 
apartments were appro[)rlated to my servicee. 

PI arch 10th. — Early in the morning, the ca- 
boceer and his principal captains paid mo a visit, 
as is customary in this country. Of course he 
expected to drink with me. This caused me to 
expend the last of my stock of a drinkable de- 
scription. As I had expected Mr. Hanson and 
Henrique to return that night, I did not anti- 
cipate that I should be in want of anything, 
particularly as I scarcely ever drink spirits of any 
kind myself, though in some places, where the 
water is very bad, it is requisite to mix a little 
v^pirit with it. After breakfast I determined to 
examine the town, which is about a quarter of a 
mile from the beach. Between the town and the 
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Lcucli aro beau till il cvcr-grccn sliruLs, of variuuH 
kindsj bearing delicious, swcot, acid fruits. 

Upon rcacluiig the beach J observed a vessel 
coming from the windward, at <a considerable dis- 
tance. liy ber rigging 1 soon perceived that she 
wnis a slaver, I'ehicca-riggcid, Tills vessel was 
tak(m a Few days nlferwards by llie Ihjdra steiuncM*. 
Here I observed a singular un^dc oFcatching crabs, 
A bole is dug in the sand, a liUle out of bigh-v ater 
mark: Ibis hole is about two feet deep and one 
foot eight inches in diameter at thcl)ottom, eluding 
to eight inches diameter at the lop. Hound the 
hole, at a few inches distant, is strewed kmikiCi 
crumbled into small pieces, like crumbled bread. 
Early in the morning the crab -catcher visits hia 
numerous traps along the beach, and, upon his 
approach, these land -crabs run into the hole to 
conceal themselves, and before they have time to 
burrow into the sand they are taken and put into 
a basket* Great numbers are caught in this way. 
Eut no other fish here is taken from the sea, the 
lagoon furnishing ample suj>plies for consumption, 
as well as large <_[uaiitities to dry and send into 
the interior. 

The town of Porto Sogoora is built on a bank 
of white Ioo^jO sand, no doubt thrown up iruui the 
^ea, which hna occa.^ioned the higoou beliind. 
Here the sun ads with great jiower; Eabreiihoit’s 

I 2 
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thermometer ranging at Porto Sogoora^ at this 
(late, from 78"* to 86% and on one occasion to 87*’. 

After returning home, I was beset by a number 
of women, who remained in the doorways ; several, 
indeed, ventured inside during my dinner-time. 
This freedom I did not much relisli, and desired 
my servant to ask thorn what they wanted. 
They replied that their obj(ict was to obtain a 
diam of rum, and offer themselves as wives, saying 
that e\ery great man had a number of wivCvS, and 
knoTV'ing me to be a stranger with no wife, they 
supposed that of course I wanted a few. Being 
uifoimed that I was only a traveller, and did not 
intend to remain more than a day or two, they till 
seemed disappointed, saying they had heard that 
I was a rich man come to Porto Sogoora to esta- 
blish a factory, and buy palm-oil and corn. This 
idea probably had its origin from the caboceer 
offering to build me a house and store for my 
factory, provided I would remain here and establish 
one. 

The caboceer remarked that the people of 
Ahguay had unjustly given his people a very 
bad name, which not only prevented white men 
from visiting and trading in his town, but all 
the nien-of-war from purchasing stock from him. 
flo also complained much of Mr. Lawson, of 
Popoe, as an imeterate enemy, and one of the 
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principal sluvo-dcalera on tlio coast . One of h\^ 
heiRluicii also assur(*d me that another person, an 
Engliiiliman, was u icguLir hLi\e-clcalcr ; but, at 
pr(‘beni, 1 deem it pnulent, in tlic absence ot 
iuupiebti(jruil)le (wide nee, to withhold the name 
of Ihe iiidl\uUuil 5 iiltliouyh I have heard th(3 
same story bum parties wloe \(;raclty I (Muiiot 
doubt. 

With respect li> the character of the 

people at Porto Sugooia by the natives of Popoe 
and Aliguay, I believe it to be not without good 
foiuidation. Only a very short time ago the master 
of a shiver, while being landed from his vessel bj 
a iiarty of canoemeii belonging to the caboceer of 
Porto Sogoora, was purposely upset, with the view 
of getting po=isession of liis money, which lie had 
brought fur payment of the bhucb, and which 
they supposed to be contained in a writing-(.lesk 
which he had with lihm They were disappointed, 
however; fur though they got possession ot' the 
dcbk, the master had taken the precaution to send 
the money ashore previously in an old cask. When 
tliey found in the desk nothing but the ship’s 
papers; they ga\e them up to some of the slave- 
dealer^, but the vo-scl w as gone, and was captured 
the following moriiing after sailing. 

During the night 1 was awoke liy a violent 
wrenching at iny bed-room door ; and luy double- 
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barrelled gun being invariably my bedfellow at 
this place, I sat up in my bed, wbicli faced the 
door, with my gun ready. After demanding who 
was there, I heard some 2 :)Grson fall OYer a stool in 
running away. At this moment I had almost fired, 
but heard the Ca^ie Coast boy’s voice outside, 
lie detained the party, who proved to bo one of 
the women who liad offered her services to me in 
the morning. Her motives were probably to steal 
something ; however, upon being informed of her 
narrow escape, she promised not to cannoy me any 
more, and was suffered to depart. 

On the following morning, March 11th, I went 
out with a view to shoot some pigeons for break- 
fast, accompanied by my Cape Coast boy, and the 
servant furnished by jMr. Hanson of Ahgnay. 
Not finding any pigeons, and my cowries being all 
expended, and being without breakfast, I went a 
little distance into the hush, or thick wood. We 
passed along a narrow path some distance, till wc 
came to two sticks, stuck up, one on each side of 
the path, with a small ineco of Avliite cotton rag 
on the to^) of each. The boys declared that it 
would be at the peril of my life if I proceeded any 
further in that direction, for this was the road to 
a fetish-house ; and the fotlsh-man had stuck up 
those sticks as a warning not to attemjit to proceed 
any further, I pretended, liowever, not to com- 



ArRri'A. 


173 


j.aTliCin'l tluilr pulitvcr, luul walkud on till 1 wad 
dome dUhiiice pa-^t tlie spot, wlmn I lookod round, 
and onlored them to oouiu on; but they htood 
trend dlno* vvattiliing, expecting to dOe lue drop down 
<lriail. After nuiny iLS--m’iUi(‘eri (jf tlie aljsunlity of 
such dupm'ritition, they wore at last in(lu(‘,(‘(l to 
follow me. Such la tlu* infatuation o(' the people 
all along the w(*at coast, and in la(‘t in most placed 
I have ^et \idtod in the interior. 

Soon after panning the fetish liar, I ohderved a 
lluck of monkeys pasbing from one tree to another, 
as nimble as so many squirrels, some ^vitlia young 
ouc lumging to their breast. ]My boys called the 
young one a child. I shot one, which we carried 
home and skinned. Sly boys assured me tliat 
tiny Vy'cre excellent food, and were eahni by all tliC 
native^ of thio place. However, in the inurning, I 
could not j)ersLULde m 3 >clf to partake ol‘ any of the 
monkey, but dotennlned to wailt and see whether 
Mr. Hanson would return. I Ljoked for Iibn liourly, 
a-5 it was now two days past the time ho expected 
to be back when lie lel’t me. However, dinner* 
time came, and I was still fasting. Tlie hoys laid 
cooked the monkey very well, wdth some jialumnl 
and vegetables, making a very fine soup. Seeing 
them relish it so much, I was at last, througli Urn 
cravings of an empty htomucli, induced to eat Bomc 
of it. It certainly was very sweet, and had I not 
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known wliat it was^ I should probably have relibhecl 
it much better. 

Evening arriveeb and Mr. Hanson had not 
rctiiruccl. I was now compelled to make another 
search for something to cat. It being evenings T 
found plenty of pigeons ; foij during the heat of 
the day, all birds seek the shade in the bushj and 
remain quiet till the afternoon or early in the 
morning. I had no vegetable, however, of any 
description. After some consideration, I fell upon 
a scheme which succeeded well, and through ’which 
I got a su Hi dent supjily of cowries. I possessed a 
sovereign; and although I knew it was not current 
here, I sent to the caboceer, requesting him to 
furnish me with change, as I was now without 
cowries. At first, he could not comprehend my 
meaning, but after it was exxilaincd to him, ho 
offered to lend me some cowries, which acconiino- 
dation was all that I required, and I borrowed 
fifteen strings, valued at one sliilling andtlireepcnco 
currency. This supplied me till Mr. Hanson’s 
return early on the morning of the 13th, when, 
after remaining two hours, we embarked, and 
sailed down the lagoon to Ahguay, which place 
we reached a little after sunset. 

Mardx 15th, — Mr, Hanson, of Ahguay, myselfi 
and a young Portuguese, went up the lagoon to 
visit the Grcejee market, and also to endeavour 
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to kill an allin’ator. We only two ou our 
pafcsage up ; but on our rcturii, in the after- 
noon, wo fli’bt oh b erred one of bin all dimensions, 
about five feet and a litdf. It was close to the 
water’s odgo^ under Lite la^uglis of a low fllirub. 

] fired with ti rillc and struck it, but it dropped 
iustiintly into the water, and wo made no board l 
after it. However, in ten niiruitos after, we wer(^ 
more fortunate. Ono of the ciinociTicu observed 
a large one on the bankb be\eral yards from tlie 
water, apparently fast asleep. After getting the 
canoe quite steady, I fired, and shot it tJirougli 
the hardest part of its back ; upon which it 
rublied into the water. After looking about 
sometime, and being about to leave the spot, giving 
up the search, Mr. Hanson observed at a short 
distance tlie enonnoub lieadof this monster restinn* 

O 

ou a broken btakc of the fidung-liurdle across the 
river, the head only above the water. I fired a 
second shot, which knocked out its eye and carried 
away part of its skulb upon which it siinlc into 
tlie water, but immediately rose again to the 
surface. I then took a sword belonging to the 
young Portuguese, and ran it into its belly, 
which was now uppermost, when it again sank 
to the bottom. Considering it now quite dead, 
I ordered the cauoeiaen to get into the water 
and fee Olive it, but all at once wc lost it, owing 
I h 
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to the nuidcliness of the water, caused by the men 
disturbing the bottom. However, it was very 
forfcimate that we did lose it at this time, as it 
proved tliat it was only pretending to be dead, 
for it was ]jcrceivGd twenty yards higher up the 
vstream still strong, although in this mutilated 
state, We again commenced our hunt, but before 
we reached it, the old fisherman had lodged two 
harpoons in its back. It still continuing to struggle, 
and appearing strong, I lodged another shot in 
its head, which being previously shattered, com- 
pletely smashed it. After a few convulsive strug- 
gles, wc secured this creature to the stern of the 
canoe, with a rope borrowed from the fisherman. 

After our return to Ahguay we were obliged to 
give notice to the caboceer of our baying killed 
this alligator ; for, as the gall of the animal is a 
very virulent poison, notice is directed to be given 
on all such occasions to the headman or eaboceer, 
in order to prevent its being used unlawfully. 
Men arc then sent to take out the gall and throw 
it into the river, cutting the gall-bladder first. 
The animal is tlien delivered to tlie person who 
kills it. Tlie alligator is eaten in many parts 
of Africa, and is said to impart courage to the 
eater. Bo this as it may, I myself would rather 
prefer remaining deficient in courage than pai’takc 
of such food. The alligator we took measured 
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eight feet four in (‘lies. I have d escribed the 
capture of tliis inon^ter to reiiiovo an ab.^urd 
notion entertiiiiicd )>}' some, that u Indict cannot 
pcaetriUo the hard part of the alligator’s Imok. 
Tills is the third proof to the contrarj witliia 
iiiy ovvui cxpcrlcri<‘o. Although in each case the 
ball felriick the iuiunal nhove the round, and 
on tlie hard(jrit part of tlu* l)aek, it in uo case 
deviated from tlui true line from tlui Ir.irrel of the 
gun. I believe this erroneous oinuioti to have 
arisen cither from the animal getting away after 
being wounded^ or that the party, firing unseason- 
ably, laid the blame on the skin or crust of tlie 
animal as being too hard, or the bullet for not 
penetrating, when, iu fact, the auiiiial was nut 
struck at all. 

^h\ James Hanson, being anxious to render 
me assistance, as well as Lis generous employer, 
kindly offered to lend me his liorsc. Unfortu- 
nately, the poor animal num at the time in a 
wu'etclied state ; for, although Mr. Ilansou never 
rode the animal himself, liia generosity would never 
allow him to refuse to lend his horse to any one 
who desired it. In consecpieuco of his lenditig it 
to a Portugueso slave-dealer, named Goiii^ago, 
who possessed nut a spark of humauity, ])iit rode 
tho poor beast with an old saddle much too large, 
and with scarcely any padding, the iron of the 
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tree resting on tlic back-lbone, had caused t^vo 
dreadful xxlcera. This, and neglect in food, no 
donbt had reduced the poor horse to its xvrotchod 
condition. The 2 ^eople, I have said already, arc 
void cither of sympathy or gratitude, even in 
their own families ; and the i^oor horse is not 
hold in half so much esteem us the swine, be- 
cause they cannot eat it. It may remain tied 
U ]7 without food or water until it perish, if left 
to a negro’s discretion. However, as some cou- 
sideruble time nmst claj^se before I commence my 
journey to the interior, owing to the King of 
Dahomey not having returned from his slave-lmnfc, 
I knew that by i^roper treatmenti could soon get 
the animal into good condition. 

I accepted, therefore, the offer of the horse, and 
on the morning of the 17th March I left Ahguay 
for Whydah again, accompanied by the master of 
an American schooner, named Pearce, taking with 
us a small canoe with two men to carry the horse. 
All went on well for a few miles, with the excep- 
tion of the American, who was sick and feverish. 
After parsing clown the lagoon six miles, the 
horse fell overboard, and I was compelled to go 
into the water to gC5t him in again. Before wc 
reached Grand Popoe the horse had been upset 
six times, and as often was I compelled to go 
Into the water after him. 
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On our arrival at Popoc, which ifc> half way from 
Aliguay tu Whydah, wa rcuKiInud about an hour 
to refresh our canocnuui, and then we resumed our 
passage* Pelng occupied with the mapping of 
tlie course and aouudings of tlio lagoon, I did not 
observe, till wc had proceedeil six miloB, that the 
two fellows had made oif up an other river to the 
northward, wdh a view of stealing tlie hor^e. Upon 
this I ordered my eanoc to return in search of the 
villains, and overtook them opposite a town [ilso 
named Popoe the Little. On iinding themselves 
discovered, they ran the canoe ashore, and deserted 
her. I caught one of them, and hired another, 
taking care to keep tlie lior»c ahead till we again 
reached Grand Poi^oe, when the men again ran 
the canoe ashore, ^vhile I was purchasing palm-oil. 

My American friend expressed so me timidity at 
being witliout a light now night had come on, he 
having a few doubloons in liis pocket, and having 
to pass the place where tn^o years ago tlie Ham- 
burgh supercargo was murdered. A second time 
I caught the men ; and, after a few good blows 
with my stick, I pushed them into the canoe, wdth a 
promise and detennliuiliun that I would shoot tlie 
first mail who attempted to disul)oy iny orders. 
I renudned in the canoe with the horse some time, 
till, owing to the great wciglit and the strug- 
gling of the horse (tlioiigli Muall), the little 
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canoe again upset in tlie mkicllo of the streanij 
now inoro than ten feet deep. The horse fell on 
me, but we both got ashore well, and I again got 
the horse into the canoe, and determined to 
rcruaiu in it, and hold tlie horse. Mr. Pearce, 
however, being sick, and not relishing being alone 
(with the exception of his bervant) with four 
niffian-likc canocmen, I made a switch and put on 
the horse, sending one canoeman from my own 
canoe to hold him the remainder of the distance. 

My do dies being entirely soaked, I changed 
my dress and drank a glass of grog, win oh was 
the last of our first bottle. We expected that we 
had another, as Mr. ILinson on the previous 
evening had ordered two bottles to be padded in 
our provision-box, one of wine and the other of 
gin. But, during the night, one of the men who 
Imd padicd it had substituted a bottle of water for 
it. This ia only a slight specimen of the roguery 
of this race, on whom England has spent millions, 
without one spark of gratitude in return. 

All now went pretty well, Captain Pearce and 
myself enjoying our cigar till we came to the toll- 
bar across the river, which is always shut at twelve 
o’clock, to prevent any one passing without being 
observed. ATe stopped and hailed the toll-keeper, 
who very independently replied wc must wait till 
morning, though there is an order that the toll 
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faliall 1)C open iit any time of tlic nig! it. However, 

I ^ycnt to worlc, nntl soon dcdlroyed the inm that 
secured tlic tillp-biir. ' lly canuciueiij ull this 
time, exliibited the greater^ t concern. The toll- 
kcepei’, seeing the eanoc^i pass through, 

vowed veTigeiincCj and pursued us with two eauoos, 
<lctcnnia(‘d to make u,s pris<mors. Ihit I told my 
caiiocruen not to fonr, nor yet surrender. My 
canoe being ccuercd, our pursuers never peveeived 
me till I hud my sword-blade close to the Lwoat 
of one of them; and, instead of taking us prisoners, 
I made them our prisoTiers. They had iiuibkets 
with them, it is true; but if taken suddenly and 
With determination, they are great cowards. It is 
singular that the sight of a sword alarms them 
more than that of a gun. After detaining the 
men for some time, and taking them some distance 
from their homo, wo allow^ed thcia to return. 

At four o’clock wc arrived at the ferry-house at 
Whydali, at \vhich place wc remained till daylight, 
laughing at our vexatious journey, or passage; and 
at eight o’clock we once more arrived at my friend 
Mr. ITuttoids factory, English Fort, where wc were 
cordially welcomed by Mr. Hubert Hanson and Mr. 


This toU-}*ar is coiapo'^cd of piUs nr b takes driven into the 
hed of the tonuhiiiii; cuoh other tho whole dibtuueo across, 

K\i\iiig a Rp.iee MuUieient for a oaiioe to pass, hut after 12 a. si, 
^eeurofl from passage hy a a\\\) bar, 



184 


TRAVELS IN 


Roberts, agents for Mr. Hutton. I remained at 
Whj'dalx, awaiting intelligence of the King of 
Dahomey^s return from his war, and the commence- 
ment of liis custom, or holiday. During tliis time 
I occupied myself In learning as much as possible 
of the manners and liabits of the people, as also the 
condition of the surrounding country. My horse 
began rapidly to improve, and in a short time, 
with great attention, the ulcers healed, and he 
would have been fit to ride, hut some villain gave 
him a close of some vegetable poison, which nearly 
killed him ; still, by great care, he recovered much 
quicker than I expected. 

Mr. J. Hanson had lent me a military saddle of 
a light construction, though a little too largo, my 
horse being small, though considered large in this 
country. With a little alteration and a fresh pau- 
nel, however, I made the saddle fit well. I covered 
my holsters with bear-sldn from my helmet tuft, 
and made a new tuft of black monkey-skin. I also 
made a crimson cotton velvet shabrack, trimmed 
with scarlet cloth, and having a snaffle bridle I had 
brought from England, as also some leather for 
reins, I made myself a curb, bit, and chain, shoed 
my horse, and made some spare shoes. This oc- 
cupied me some considerable time, owing to the 
want of xu’Opcr tools. My horse was now strong, 
and capable of carrying me at a reasonable pace 
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with ea^sc. Early in the iiioruingv T took u rldc^ 
every UKjnilnj^ cluing iu^ luy cllL’cctioiij &o that in 
a nhort time I knew niueJi nioi‘cof the siiiToumling 
countiy than the (Ki<h\4 re-sidents in Whydalu I 
aIrtO took a great deal ul’ walking oxereitd(‘, which 
lends materially to promote good I\eal(ln 

TJie country ten or twelve unleri round Whyclah 
IS very inien\sting 5 the m) 11 good, land levch and 
in many places well cnUivated ))y people returned 
from the llrazih, as I before f^tated. Since my 
last mention of these 2 )co])lo I learn that many of 
them were driven awmy from Brazil on account of 
their being concerned in an attempted revolution^ 
amongst the slaves tlierc^ who turned against their J 
owners. These people are generally from the 
Foolah and Eya countries. Many^ it appear^, were 
taken away at tlie age of twenty or twenty-four 
years, coiivsequeutly tliey can give a full account 
of their route to Baclagiy, where they were si lipped. 
They are by far the most incluatrious people 
I have fouiKh Several very fine farms, about 
six or seven miles from Wliydah, are in a high 
state of cultivation. The houses are clean and 
eomfortable, and are situated in some of the most 
beautiful spots that iiuaghuitlou can picture. It 
is truly gratifying to find unexpectedly a house 
where you are welcomed in European fashion, 
and asked to take rofrohment. i invariably found 
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upon inquiry that all these people had been slaves. 
This would seem to prove that to this country 
slavery is not Avlthout its good as well as bad 
effects. 

Tlicre is another class of colomsts, emancipated 
slaves fioiu Sicira Leone, wlio emigrated to 
Whydah, with the intention of farming ; but they 
are inferior in that science to the former class/, 
Though moat of them can read, and write a little, 
unfortunately the male portion of them appear 
nearly as indolent as the uncivilized native ; not- 
withstanding that the King of Dahomey lias 
afforded them every cnconragenicnt, by making 
them gratuitous grants of land on which they have 
built a small town. Immediately adjoining, is 
their cultivated land, which is little more than 
sufficient to meet their own consumption ; but thi^3 
is chiefly owing to the jealousy of the great slave- 
merchants, nlio use their combined influence to 
keep their produce out of the marlcet. Tlicro is 
coasoquently little stimulus to exertion in agri- 
cuUurc, Through some means these colonists had 
been Informed that I had come to Whydah for the 
purpose of establishing a model farm ; and I was 
consequently waited upon by their headman, 
accompanied by several of his people, at the 
English Port. They offered to give up to mo all 
the cultivated land belonging to their settlement, 
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upon oomUtiou of my alibrd’mg tliom cmplo^Mnout 
on tlio fnrm wlioii luboiir wan r(‘qiiir(jrl, as tlioy 
f'jud that iljoir unlttMl eflortn^ uiulor a propor Icador, 
would b<' worthy tljc attention of feoini* of tlio 
Kiiropean inerclmutf^ trading on that coast. They 
all vSC(3nK'(l much dli-appoinU‘d when T told them that 
r was not in a po.iition to accept their proposal. 
'Idioy derive support cljlctly iVoin tlu' hanale--, ndio 
arc d urine' the season employed hi the lj\ish col- 
loGting j)alm-iiuts for making' oih for uliich a 
market can alsvays he found. Several are also 
engaged in washing, which they obtain from 
European slay e-agents, wlio are nuincrouis here. 

I had during iny residence in tliis place a servant 
as interpreter, one of these colouifits, who had 
himself been a slave, but had been captured hy a 
Britidi cruiser while on pii-^^age to Brazil, aud 
carried to Sierra Leone, and there educatech He 
afterwards emigrated to UnderbLuiic or Aljbakuta — 
that saiiitly place of so many converts ^ — and coiii- 
mcnced felavc-dealing. AYliilo on hia passage, on* 
hoard u slaver, he wacj again captured with several 
slaves in his possession. The slaves were carried 
to Sierra Leone ; hut he himself was wdth the 
erew of the slaver juit ousliore at YYhytlah, where 
he is now a roddeut in the ahm c settlement (d' 
liherated Afrieans irom Sierra Ijcouc. lie now 
^1*0 j^[i' 'ion Rqtoil e 
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practises as a quack doctor, and hi& wife as a fctisli- 
womaii* I believe this is only one of many in- 
stances Avhere emigrants from Sierra Leone to 
Abbakuta, who, on being liberated from slavery 
themselves, have commenced the same abominable 
traffic. In spite of what has been said of the moral 
condition of the last-named settlement, agriculture, 
commerce, and Industry, in my opinion, Avill be 
the only permanent means to improve and mo- 
ralize those people. 

On my visit to Sierra I^eonc, Dr. Oldfield, whose 
veiacily cannot be questioned, and whose position 
affords a supciior knowledge of that traffic, in- 
formed me that many of the slaves adjudicated 
upon at Sierra Leone were obtained through the 
agency of the colonists of Abbakula. Docs not 
this fact prove the necessity of devising some 
means to induce the relinquishment of this im- 
lawfiil traffic, and to the adoption of honest and 
remunerative industry ? On the coast, especially 
at IVhydah, a ready market might here always be 
found for corn and other produce, as many ships 
leave this coast with only half a cargo. I feel 
confident if a hundred steady men met with some 
encoiiragoment to emigrate from England as 
agricult arista and mechanics, they would do well in 
this country, particularly as the King of Dahoiney 
is so anxious that Englishmen should settle here. 
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I visited a funn-liou.^G where I found a hand-mill 
for grinding corn and iiianioc. It wn& a large fly- 
wlieelj not jdaced liorizunially, hut per[)endicvilar, 
like the l»arley mill : the felloes of the wheel 
about six iuelies [jroad, and worked iu a I rough 
of a siuuici real lav I’orm. '’flic run of this wheel is 
covered with »shec‘t (‘opper, having small hol(‘s 
puuclied tliroiigli. It is tlicn nailed on the rlin 
with tho rongii side />nt wards, Tlio wheel is 
turned iu the same way as a grindstone. Tlic 
trough can be raised or lowered at \vill according 
as they rec[uirc it. This was made by the farmer 
himself near this place. 

On the borders of a marsh I found some fern 
of various species, the Imly or female much re- 
sembling that in Engl and, and the common fern 
exactly the same as our English fern, with the 
exception of the sizc^ both species here being much 
larger. The lady fern measures five feet, and the 
others six feet four inches. jMangoes, oranges, 
limes, three different species of tamarinds, grow 
wild in this country, and many other delicious 
fruits, with the names of which I am unac- 
quainted; amongst them a damson, very sweet 
wdicii ripe, dark, brown, or red, and of the size of 
a cherry. 
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CIIAPTEH IX. 


Jlimufacturc of Salt— Death of Dr, M^Hardy — Falling Stars — 
AlaiiioC; tlio Food of the Slaves — Crops — Mode of bioring Grain 
— SiiperstUion. — Hospitality of Don FrancUco de Siiza — A 
Tornado — Slave Auctions — I'^unibhinent for killing Fetish 
Snakes — Slaughter of Dogs, &c.— Dogs used as Foocl--An 
English Dog rescued — Tliiovibh Propenbitic.s of the Katives — 
Falling Stars— Murder of two Wives -Adjito — A heavy Tor- 
nado— Itohhed by my Servant — Amerioiiii Brig sold to Slave 
lifci chants— Shipment of Slaves— Sliarkb — l^eath caused hy one 
— Preparations for my Journey to the Kong Mountains— M. Do 
Suza'b Liberality — His Opinion of Englishmen. 


March 24rh. — It is Harmattan season to-tlay. 
The thermometer has fallen from 84” to 71" 
Falivenheitj but the general rise anil fall of 
the thermometer at Wbydah may be calcu- 
lated to range from 78" to 84" during the 
month of March ; thouglh as -will be seen, sudden 
and extraordinary changes have taken place in 
the temperature. Salt is made in great abundance 
at Why dull, and forms one of their principal 
articles of trade, and is transported to a great 
distance into the interior. Their method of pro- 
enring the salt is simple and easy. Xear Whydali 
the sea flows into the lagoon at high water, 
consecjiiently it is voiy salt. During the ebb-tide 
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tiu5 lagoon aiuT tlio licat of the 

suii causes sucli raijld e\!i[)orutioii, as to leave Llie 
?alt on tlic feiu’facej so as to la^scMiiljlc lujur- frost uv 
asliglit fail of buovv. It then scraped togetherj 
and frefpierjtly Ixnled, wldeli elciuises and ■wbiteiis 
it, hut th(* natives gciujraily nso it in its original 
state, 

April 4 til-- —T] 10 CiiJ'foynhf^ (^iptuln Hunt, 
arrived hero from Ca[je Coarl and Accra, hiliigiiig 
the nudauclioly inteliigerice of tlie <leatli of Div 
il^ilardy, colonial surgeon of Ca[ie Coast. He 
was a young man of amiable and gentleiiiuniy 
nuinnervS, and shewed great skill intlie treatment 
of the fever prevalent in that country. It is rather 
singular that this gcntlcinaii sliould never have 
experienced an hour’s sickness during the two 
ycai’i he redded in Africa, till the diort illness 
which had proved fatal to him. He hud boGri re- 
lieved from his station hy Dr. Lilley, and was 
only waiting for a passage to England. Dr. 
MHlardy attended me with great kindness and 
attention during the fever which attacked me. 
lie Avas one of the officers of the garrison whose 
kind and generous treatment I shall ever j'emem- 
her with the wanru'^t foclings of gratitude. Indeed 
I have experienced great kindness from every 
European on this coast, as well as Iroin the rc- 
spectuhle body of civilized Africans. 

April 1 1th, — At three o’clock A.3r., 1 ohservecl 
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an ext raorcli navy falling of stars, falling from south 
to west at an angle of twenty degrees. I visited 
the same day a small krooin, at the distance of 
three miles, hearing due west from Whydah, The 
situation of the village is delightful, and the land 
well cultivated. Eound the kroom arc numerous 
manioc and palm-trees, hlaize or Indian corn, and 
manioc are the chief crops raised in this neighbour- 
hood, on account of the great demand for farina, 
whlcli is made from the manioc-root. The root is 
ground in the same manner as potatoes for starch. 
It is thou dried in the sun, and again partially 
ground till about the same substance as oatmeal. 
Tills is the principal food of the slaves, both during 
the time they are waiting to be shipped and on 
their passage. Corn is produced twice during tlie 
year, and a smaller sort of red corn may bo ob- 
tained even four times in the year ; but I have 
generally observed a carelessness in the storing of 
grain in this country, consei^uently the weevil or 
moth destroys a great quantity. At this kroom I 
observed an excellent plan for storing and preserv- 
ing grain. A large circular jar, formed of clay, is 
placed upon a platform raised two feet and a half 
from the ground on pillars, similar to some corn- 
ricks in England. This immense jar is generally 
about nine feet in diameter and twelve feet deep! 
As soon as the first layer of clay is properly 
hardened, which seldom requires more than 
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twunty-four lu)ui\s in a tropical him, anolhci* layer 
irt laid on, and so on till it attains proper hciglit. 
A light euniiail roof is then torined of hainlioo, and 
tliahdi sewn ovin’ It, similar to the covering of }>eC“ 
hives in England. This roof can la; rinnoved at 
pleasure, to give air to the grain. Wlieii corn Is 
roquinal for 1 fie inarkef, oi’ fin' tht‘lr o\\ ii iisc*, jl 
is drawn from a lioli‘ Id’t at the liottoin ol‘ tlie 
jar, ov(‘r which is place il a wooden slide. 

A singular superstition exists at A\^liydah in 
regard to the position of the body when asleep- 
On no account will a native sleep with his head 
towards the sea, nor enter a new house to take 
possession as a dwelling on a Tuesday or Friday, 
both those days being reckoned unlucky. 

13th.— The thennometer rohC to 90”, and at 
4 hours 30 minutes fell to TO^ Fahrenheit during 
a tornado. 

On the 14th Commander Layton, of II. M. brig- 
of-war Cf/i/Uf'ti came on sliore to visit me, and to 
thank Don Francisco dc Suza for his great kind- 
ness to me since my arrival at Why dab, for I had 
informed Captain Layton of tlie manner in which 
I had been treated hy him. M. de Suza ex- 
pressed much Silt isfacti oil at this u(‘ku()wledgnieiit 
of' his kiuduess, u<»t only to me. but to all other 
Engiynuen visiting tliL place, lie is a profe.NScd 
slave-doider of long standing, as I have previouHly 
mentioned, and tliat cirnumstaucc Is likedy enough 
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to produce an unfavourable opinion of him ; but 
a more generous or benevolent man perhaps never 
existed, in my opinion. 

15th. — I ^vent with Captain Layton on board 
the Cijgnet^ and was received with great kindness 
hy the officers. During the night or previous 
evening, the Bea LarJe^ Captain Gooch, had 
ancliored near the Cygnet Captain Gooch came 
on hoard, and dined with Captain Layton and 
myself. Both these gentlemen expressed their 
willingness to assist me in any way in their p^wer 
consistent with their duty. 

On the 25th, at three o’clock a.m., during a 
dreadful tornado, accompanied with the biost vivid 
lightning and loudest thunder I ever heard, the 
thermometer fell from 87° to 78° Fahrenheit. 

At ten A.M. I was present at a sale by auction of 
the slaves belonging to a Portuguese merchant, 
who died on the 23d instant. Being domestic slaves, 
they sold high ; one, a cSok, sold for two hundred 
and fifty dollars. The slaves are led in one at a 
time in succession as they are sold, and their per- 
sons examined. They are sold to the highest 
bidder, in the same way as cattle are sold in Eng- 
land. At half-past six a fiery meteor passed to 
the southward of Whydah, from east to west. 

2Gth. — The wind changed regularly since the 
20th from west to north, and at daybreak returned 
to west, forming the circle of the four cardinal 
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points in twelve hours. This day and night th(3 
therinonietcr ranged between noon and midnight 
from to 78" Fahrenheit. 

May Ist. — runishrnent was inflicted for acciden- 
tally killing two fotiah snakesj while clearing some 
ruhl)isli in the Frencli fort. This is one of iho most 
absurd an well as siwagc ciistoiub I over witnessed 
or heard of Still it Is not so had as it was in the 
reign of the preceding King of Daliotucy, when 
the law declared the head of the unfortunate in- 
diviflual forfeited for killing one of these reptiles, 
even by accident. Tlie present King has reduced 
the capital punishment to that described below. 
On tliis occasiQji three individuals were sentenced, 
as guilty of the murder of this fetish snake. A 
small liouse is thereupon made for each mdividual, 
composed of dry faggots for walls, and it is thatched 
with dry grass. The fetish-men then assemble, 
and fully describe the enormity of the crime com- 
mitted. Each individual is theu smeared over, or 
rather has a quantity of palm- oil and yeast poured 
over them, and then a bushel basket is placed 
on each of their heads. In this basket are placed 
small calabashes, filled to the brim, so that the 
slightest motion of the body spills both the oil 
and the yeast, which runs through the bottom of 
the basket on to the head. Each individual carries 
a dog and a kid, as well as two fowls, iill fastened 
together, across his shoulders. The culprits were 



then jnarchod slowlj^ round their ncw]7-2n’e2:>arotl 
houses^ the fetish-men Imninguing them all the 
time. Each individual is then brought to the door 
of his house, which is not more than four feet high, 
lie is tliere freed from liis burtlien, and oomj^elled 
to crawl into his house on his belly, for the door 
is only eighteen inches higli. lie is then shut into 
this small space with the dog, kid, and two fowls. 
The house Is then fired, and the poor wretch is 
allowed to make his escape through the flames to 
the nearest running water. Dui'iug his journey 
there he is pelted with sticks and clods by the 
asseinl^led mob ; but if the culprit has any friend s, 
they generally contrive to get nearest to liiiu 
during his race to the water, and assist him, as 
well as hinder the mob in their endeavours to 
injure him. When they reach the water they 
plunge themselves headlong into it, and are then 
considered to be cleansed of all the sin or crime 
of tlie snalce-mnrder. But this barbarous cus- 
tom docs not even end here. After the lapse 
of thirteen clays, in addition to an annual custom 
observed here, custom or holiday is held for the 
deceased snakes. 

During one whole clay all persons wlio are so 
inclined arc permitted to kill all dogs or pigs as| 
well as fowls found abroad or in the strccts.l 
After the day^s collection all are put in a heap 
together, some of the poor animals writhing with 
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agony. Tliey aro tlien clibtributetl amongst tlu* 
luobt ravenous of tliese caniuhals and ietibh-meu, 
and arc all cooked, A glorious least and drinking 
(d* rum iheii takes place. Dogs are cunjaiderud, 
I ought to observe, a great luxury here. 

Idiis day a party of vagal louds allaeki'd a 
Y(iry fine English greyhound I a* longing to tin* 
ICnglish iort. 1 met the \ilhiiiis as they 

entered the Ibrt in [)urbult of’ iho poor auinialj 
’which they had already lamed. I gave chabC to 
theiUj declaring if any one dared to come again 
into tlie fort I would shoot Ifiin instantly. Tlic 
whole crowd tlircw down the dogs tkey had 
already killed, and made their escape, for they arc 
great cowards ; and many of them, in eonsequenee 
of iny having resided there three rmmths, knew 
me, I then went to the Avugaw, and intormed 
liiiii of my determination to shoot the first of these 
villains who dared to enter the English fort, 
which he sent the gong-gong round the town, 
warning all persons against injuring white men’s 
dogs : as they did not acknowledge fetish, they 
Jbtid no right to meddle with any tiling belonging 
to white men. ‘ 

May *hb — The natives employed in carrying 
gunpowder from the beach to the town nf ^Vlly(lah 
arc in the lud>it of stealing it. The greater 
part of the road being sand, they take <Hit the 
po^Yder and substitute sand. They also frequently 
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brcat cowry puncheons on tliolr anti (lu'ii 

send to the owners, declaring that a piniclu'on 
has burst on the road. Before tlie coopers arrive, 
of course a number of cowries are carried away^ 
Eum puncheons ai'O in nine cases out ot leu 
broached, by shifting one of tlie hoops, and boring 
a hole through the part where tlic hoop is re- 
moved. 

Wliydah has long been known to be inhabited 
by some of the greatest villains in the world. 
This may arise, perliaps, in a great measure, from 
the King of Dahomey not wishing to Interrcrc with 
wliite people’s affairs, and the incrchunts being too 
humane to urge the king’s intcrrorcuce. l^>v Ihcy 
are aware that if he were rc(i nested U) iidvc (M>gn^ 
zance of any case of robbery of a white man, ihcj 
robber would certainly lose his head. But such 
roguery deserves a severe check. 

6th. — Extraordinary falling of sizars at two 
o’clock A.M, in the southern honilsplierc, foruiing 
an angle of forty-five degrees from E. to W. in 
the fall. Thermometer range from 82” to 77°; 
but during a tornado at 4^ 30' fell to 74°. 

7th. — made myself two pair of trowsers. 
8th, 9th, and 10th, finished my little tent, and 
made it waterproof. 13th, I witnessed a dreadful 
attack made by a husband upon his wife* I in- 
terfered and rescued her. 

I have just heard of a most diabolical outrage 
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and murder of two wives by tlic hutabaiidj from 
jealousy. The first he treated in the most brutal 
manner^ by forcing a large plantain into the 
lower part of her person^, which instantly caused 
her death. The second (who was pregnant, and 
near her confinement) he ripped open with a Large 
liiiife. The man was of course Imng. 

Unfortunately the people, natives of this place, 
are altogether deficient of any rational or chaiituble 
feeling. Music is scarcely known, or indeed any 
other exeition of the mind calculated to correct 
or imjirove tlie natural passioiis. Adjito is the 
only game j)ractlsed here. It is an indolent sort 
of game, and groups of idle people assemble daily 
under the shade of the large cashu trees lor the 
purpose. Here they remain smoking and drinking 
lum during the whole day, instead of cultivating 
the soil ; however, the caboceer, who is an excel- 
lent man, lias just issued orders that every piece of 
waste ground claimed by any person in or near 
the town shall be cultivated and planted with 
curn, or some other useful vegetable. This order 
has given gieat satisfaction to all Europeans at 
M^iydah. 

May 16 th. — A heavy tornado, which lasted an 
liour, from three to four p.m., the thermometer 
falling two degrees. I discharged my new ser- 
vant, a young Spaniard, for theft. He was one 
of a crew of villains who landed from the Spanish 
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slaver run a&hore by the Cygnet^ Engliali Avar 
brig. I took this man from charitable motives 
Avhon he was AVithout food, or the means of pro- 
em ing any. In a short time he began to steal 
every thing within his rcacli^ and when dlscovex’cd 
iniidchis escape. After three days’ searchj however, 

I found out his hklmg-place, and seized him. Upon 
searching him I found some of my x^^operty. I 
then look him to the English fort, and compelled 
him to inform me where the rest of iny property 
whioli he stolen was score ted, udilch I re- 
covered afterwards. 

2 2d. — I made myself a water-proof cloak, and 
finished a curb -bit and chain, and converted mj 
saddle into a military one, 

26th. — An American hrig from Portland, Cap- 
tain Goodriche, master, Avas sold by the captain for 
six thousand dollars to the slave merchants. The 
crew then turned mutinous and refused to work 
after the slaves were put on board. The vessel was 
then manned by Spaniards, who had been put on 
sliorc from prizes taken by English mcn-of-war. 
Sending vessels nearly valueless to the coast Avitli 
general cargo, and after having been visited byl 
an English man-of-war several times, discharging 
their cargoes, and selling them to slave dealers, 
seems now to bo a favourite plan with the Yankees. 
Iryiuni the vessel sails she is not suspected, from 
her apparent unfitness for that trade. This vessel 



Wi:STEIlN AFRICA. 


201 


took on Loarcl six hundred slaves in a few hours, 
and though tlie swell was so heavy that none of 
the vessels in the roads could discharge their 
cargo, not one of the slaves was drowned. 

Knowing that a shipiucnt of slaves was to take 
jdacc, I stationed myself on the load where 1 knew 
they would have to pass. Tlie first ])ar1y con- 
sisted oi’ about seventy ^ery strong athletic nicn, 
apparc3Utly from twenty to twenty-live years of age. 
These were iblLowedhy a nuin])er more, carrying 
pails or hiickcts for their food on the passage. 
About forty were cliildreu, varying from seven to 
leu years of ago. These were not in chains ; hut 
marched with two slight grass cords, knotted at 
intervals of a yard. The two cords are put, one 
on each side of the neck, and another knot is 
made in front of the neck, leaving sufficient room, 
but so tight as to prevent the head Iroiu being 
slipped through. Tlie others were all in chains ; 
sometimes eighty on one chain. At intervals of a 
yai'd are large circular links, which open to receive 
the neck, and which are secured by a padlock. 
T was surprised to see with what cheerfuluess they 
all bustled along as if going to a fair. The re- 
turned or liberated slaves were all out to witiie&s 
the procession, which seemed to give them great 
sativsfactiou ; for they de<dared they hud hpeiit 
their happiest days in Kahia. I asked several tlieir 
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reason for leaving such a pleasant bondage ; tliey 
assured me that it was owing to the revolt amongst 
some of the slaves in Bahia, who had been the 
means of ruining many slave-holders and large 
sugar mannfactirrcra, who were unable to keep or 
employ them any longer. But, in all probability, 
these men were of the mutinous party, and had 
been sent out of the country. 

I have just learned that two more American 
vessels are in Whydali roads at present for the same 
purpose, and one has lately sailed from Popoe with 
a cargo of slaves: in fact, the American govern- 
ment seems to wink at the trade. Whoever heard 
of an American man-of-war capturing a slaver, 
thon2:h there are three American mcn-of-war 
on the coast at present? I forgot to mention 
the chcumstance of a Spaniard who was employed 
as a hand on board the Medora schooner, from 
London. Upon perceiving the slaves put on 
board the American brig, anchored at a short 
distance, he jumped overboard to swim to her, 
but had only been in the water a few seconds, 
before a large shark approached him. The poor 
fellow kicked with his feet towards the shark, 
endeavouring to keep it off, but the shai k 
darted on him, and tore away his arm. A 
boat wag immediately lowered, but before it 
reached him the shark made a second attack. 
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and tlie poor fellow, wlio was switinning with 
one hand, was again seized on the back of the 
shoulders, and dragged iiiider water, the tail 
of the shark renniiuing in sight. AVhen the boat 
reached the spot, the shark appeared on the 
surface, still lioklirig the main One uf the men 
in the boat struck th(‘ shark’h head with a boat- 
houk, when he relln([iui'lied his hold; l)nt llie pu(/r 
follow’s flesh was completely torn from the bone. 
A fainall rope was fastened round his hack, and he 
was got into tlie boat, and after being taken on 
board the Medora died in half an hour. 

This coast abounds -with sharks; and if a man 
is so unfortunate as to fall overboard he is sure to 
be caught by one of them. 

June 5th, — Don Francisco de Suza, who has 
for some time baek been exeiting liis influence 
with the King of Dahomey to allow me to ^i&it liib 
capital, and pa^s tin u ugh to the K(mg Mountains, 
has just received a batisiiietory reply, Thoiigli 
M. de Suza is ill and confined to liis bed with 
rheumatism, the old gentleman was so much pleased 
with the success of his application, that he sent 
for me to hia bed-side to inform me of the good 
ne^\s, assuring me of las readiness to supply me 
with everything for my journey, and with presents 
suitable for the King and his principal ministers. 
Mr, Hutton had charged me not to go sliabbily to 
Dahomey, as, in whatever circumstances I went. 
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I would surely be coubidered as the representative 
of my country ; and that, in fact, unless I went 
as such, I would be little noticed. 

Under such circumstances I felt somewhat em- 
barraj^sed, for Mr. Hutton had been ever since my 
arrival at Cape Coast my sincere and constant 
friend. lie had supplied me with an order upon his 
factories at Ahguay, Whydah, and Badagry, for 
anything I might require to ensure my success, 
and also requested M, dc Suza to interest himself 
in furthering my views, and to furnish me with 
siilta>)lc 2)rcset)ts. M. de Snza, as I have said, de- 
clared Lib willingness to do anything in his power 
to assist an Englishman ; for although English 
cruisers had captured twenty -two of his slave 
vessels, yet he respected an Englishman more than 
any others, his own countrymen not excepted. 
Under the circumstances, I was glad to avail my- 
feolf of his proffered kindness, although my satisfac- 
tion was mingled with reluctance at my inability to 
repay the expense incurred, except by pawning my- 
self to any one who might require my services after 
luy return to the coast. Tliis was rather a gloomy 
prospect; however, I was determined to risk all. 
On the frdlowing day, therefore, according to M. 
de Sum’s instructions, everything was I’cady, with 
twenty people to carry my baggage, pivovision, 
and cowries. Cowries are a very awkward money, 
requiring one man to carry two imunds’-worth. 
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At one o’clockj diiriiig a heiuy ram^ we stinted 
fruni AVliydalij leaving my ^orvant^ an American, 
wlio had belonged to the xVinciican \essel already 
rnentioneeb but who refused to remain on hoaxd 
after the vessel was conv cited into a Javer. He 
had been foolhli eiioiigli to lend a negio four 
dollars, and was endeavoming to get it bach; but 
after remaining a wdiolc day, he ^vas of cunise 
obliged to put up with the loss of his money. 

This was a gloom} eoimneaccnient of my jour- 
ney; for I had nothing but a set villains with 
me, ready to lub me when an oppmtunity should 
offer. The path fiuiu Wli} dah coiumeuee^ E. N, M 
magnetic; and two luilcT M. E., thou N. one and 
tliree cpuirters, 1 reached Savay, a biiiall hrooia of 
one luiiulred and iifty inliabitants, distauL fiom 
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Whydali five miles and three quarters^ instead of 
nine miles, as computed by the natives. The coun- 
try is open, the soil red, loamy sand, of excellent 
quality. The rain had ceased. One of my carriers 
broke down purposely, in order that another of bis 
nibcally confederates might be employed to atosist 
him, though his load wa& not forty pounds’ weight, 
lie returned to Whychih by another road to avoid 
meothig me, but M. dc Suza s headman, after ad- 
ministering a flogging to him, sent the villain back 
to me, and so he did not effect his object, liaving for 
his villany added eleven miles and u half to his 
day’s journey. 

xVftcr dismounting a few minutes at Sa\'ay, we 
again resumed our journey. The road still mag- 
netic N. five miles, then changing to N. E, three 
and three quarters, I reached Torree, distant eight 
uulosi and three quarters from Savay, and fourteen 
and ii half from Whydah. The country •wasle\el 
and wooded for the last stage. I stopped at Tor- 
ree during the night, without a servant, clothes 
wet, hoi’:3e wet, and no house for him. I was 
obliged to cook, and attend to my horse ; in fact, 
to do ev cry thing myself. Heavy rain during the 
night, and until half past eleven o’clock on the 
following morning, the 7th, when we again com- 
menced our journey. Bearing K seven miles and 
a Itulb reached Azoway, a kroom with one hundred 
inhabitants, — last stage a beautifully wooded path, 
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unci good road. Observed some splendid parasiti- 
cal plants, with a very beautiful flower; one with 
an octagou-slinped spreading flower of a brlgltt 
vermilion colour witli hex yellow petalsj about tlic 
size of a prlnirose. The plant is four or five feefc 
liigh, long, slender, woody fitoin, of a clinging 
(iluiracler. This is the only place at which I have 
observed this plant. 

After stopping live minutes and driukliig water 
with the lieadinan, we marclicd from Azoway, the 
country rcscnibllug a gcntlomun’s park in Eng- 
land ; rising ground three miles to the eastward, 
road bearing N. two miles, tlien 17. W. seven 
miles, reached Aladda, a town with a good mar- 
ket and king’s house built fur the accommodation 
of white men visiting Dahomey. Near this place 
I shot a monkey and gave it to uiy carriers, who 
considered it a great luxury. I ate a piece of his 
liver, wdjich was very good. The King keeps 
wi\ ca at this place, the head one of wliom scut me 
water and a present of a fowl. The land is level, 
with good soil, and j)lenty of corn : distant seven 
miles and three quarters from Azoway, and from 
Torroe fifteen miles and a quarter. On the road 
I had hired some assistant carriers, and my people 
were now In better uiarchiug order, and all 
seemed comfortable and myself happy. In the 
house where I slept I found a sheet of paper 
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written in Arabic^ and su&})endecl to one of the 
beams by the corner. I was told that this was 
placed there as a charm or amiiletj by a Maho- 
medan prlcbt jiu^aing through this place. Here I 
ohscj-ved one of the largest cotton trees I ever 
hiiWy except one on the banks of the river Nlgei', 
wlucli I measured when engaged in the Niger ex- 
pedition in 1841. That uieabured fifty-seven feet, 
l)iiL the cabocecr of Aladctii objected to my mea- 
suring this without tlie King’s leave. 

dune 8 til. — We marched from Ahidda at forty 
lulnutes past nine, bearing N. two mileb, then 
NN. W. three miles, and reached Atoogo, a small 
kiooin of one himdred inhabitantb, the country &till 
thickly \\oodcd with immense large and straight 
trees of various species. Bearing still NN.W. 
at two miles reached Assewhee, a small kroom of 
twenty huts; and at two miles further, with 
several bends in the road, but general bearing 
NN.Wk, ai’iived at Havee, a kroom of three 
huinlred izihabitants, the land well cultivated round 
and near the laoom. Near this place, and for 
several miles which we had passed, an extraordi- 
nary number of butterflies, of various sorts and 
eohyiu'a, were u^semblcd in immense heaps on dif- 
ilwenl spots on the road. Sometimes wo clapped 
a hat upon the heap, and secured fifty or sixty, 
Tpou iiuj,ulring irs to the cause of such singular 
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afebcmLlicfej the iiatUetij in tkeir own Imin ua^Cj told 
me that it was a butteifly school: but upon again 
prctabing them with th<‘ (^vie^t ion, why they te Ice ted 
one jjai’ticulae hpot, I wab told, that wheue^cr any 
pcr>ou had oeciibion to make waiter^ the spot \Yas 
iiiuiu’dhitcly covered with bid t(‘rni(‘b. Upon luiniUc 
obsevvailou I found this peifeelly eou'cet. 

After inarehiiig five inileb in the same beaihig, 
over a good load tluekly wooded w'ilh beautiful 
trees of groat height, \ve airivcd at Whybue, com- 
pletely drenched from a thunder- stoi'in. "Whyboe 
is a towni of considerable size, wltli a hou&c belong- 
ing to the King, for the accommodation of white 
men. The town is w'cll built j but, like all other 
towns in this country, the houscb are all of clay. 
Here, and wherever I lia^e piibsed, no other ma- 
terial could be Mibbtituted, fur I ha\e not seen 
a stone so laige as a pea, neither at "\Vli}dah 
nor since I left that place. It may he well to 
mention, that the construction of the lioubCb is 
much better than in many parts J have visited. 
Each householder occupies a square of seventy 
feet, the hacks of the houses forming the walls of 
a square. The doors are inside the square, with 
the exception of one, as an entrance. In front (d‘ 
the main dwelling is Ibrincd a colonnade ul‘ sipuarii 
pillars. Under this colonnade, and against the 
outside of tlie w'all of tlic dwelling, is a clay seat. 



208 


TUAVKLS IN’ 


written in Arabic^ and subjjoinlotl to one o[‘ Hic 
beams by the comer. I was told that thib was 
placed there as a charm or amide b by a l\Iaho- 
medan priest passing through this place. Here I 
observed one of the largest cotton trees I ever 
saWj except one on the banks of the river Niger^ 
which I measured when engaged in the Niger ex- 
pedition in 1841. That measured jfifty-scveii feeb 
but the caboceer of Akdchi objected to my mea- 
suring this without the King'^s leave. 

June 8tli. — Wo niaiH'hcd from Ahidda at forty 
minutes ])ast nine 5 bearing N, I wo miles, ihon 
NN.W. three miles, and miclu'd Afoogo, a small 
broom of one liundiod iiiliabltants, (lie eoiinti}’' still 
thickly wooded witli !mmeus(' large .md sfi night 
trees of various species. Hearing slil! NN.W. 
at two miles reached Absowhcc, a small ki’ooin of 
twenty huts; and at two miles fnrllior, wUh 
several bends in the road, but gt'ueral bearing 
NN.W., arrived at IXavco, a broom of three 
hundred inhabitauts, tlie laud well culLivaled round 
and near the kroom. Near this place, and for 
several miles which wc liad passed, an extraordi- 
nary number of butterflies, of varioub sorts and 
colours, were assembled in iminciiBe heaps on dif- 
ferent spots on the road. Sometimes wc clapped 
a hat upon the heap, and secured fifty or sixty. 
Upon inquiring as to the cause of such singular 
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asseiiiblicfaj tlic natives, in tlicir own Ituiouago, told 
me that it was a buttoifly school : but ii])on again 
pressing them with the question, why they selected 
one particular spot, I was told, that whenever any 
person had occasion to make water, the spot was 
iiiimecliately covered with butterflies. Upon minute 
observation I found this perfectly coirect. 

After niarcliiiig five miles iu the same bcaiing, 
over a good road thickly wooded with beautiful 
trees of great height, we airived at Whyboc, com- 
pletely drenched from a thunder-storm, Whyboc 
is a town of considerable size, with a house belong- ^ 
ing to the King, for the ai^couunodalion of white 
men. The town is well built; bui, like all otbov 
towns la this countiy, the houses are all of clay. 
Here, and wherever I have pji^sed, no otluu- ma- 
terial could be substil utecl, lor I h.ive noi HC(ni 
a Slone so huge as a pea, neither at Wliydali 
nor since I left that place. It may be well to 
mention, that the cuiislruciion of the houses Ls 
much bettor than in many parts 1 have visited. 
Each householder occupies a square of seventy 
feet, the backs of the houses forming the walls ot 
a square. Tlie doors arc inside the square, with 
the exception of one, as an entrance. In fiont of 
the main dwelling is formed a colonnade of square 
pillars. Under this colonnade, and against the 
outside of the wall of the dwelling, is a clay scat, 
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extending the whole length of one side of the 
square, leaving a space opposite the doorway. 
This seat is about five feet wide, and one foot and 
a half high, having a draught or curroni of air 
generally. It forms a very pleasant seat, and 
frequently a bed for the occu25ants. The slaves 
or domestics generally occupy another part, but 
little distinction is observed in general between 
master and servant, except in presence of strangers, 
and that with a view to display their dignity. 

If a glass of liquor Is presented to the master, 
he invariably shaves it with his domes lies, who 
are squatted rouiul him. U]M)n a niabto* olVcring 
the ghibs or cup, which is iU 3 ver lukcii out of the 
master’s hand, the other, on his kiioos, liolds Ins 
mouth to receive what his master (‘hooses to pour 
into It, in the same way tliat rooks, when young, 
are fed by the parent. 

Cloth is manufactured in almost all tlie krooms 
I have yet passed; but tlieir method is so tedious, j 
that it becomes expensive; consequently num- 
bers, both male and female, are entirely naked. 
Those who can afford it generally wear a cloth 
round their loins, as at Whydah and other places 
on the coast. Hero, to my great satisfaction, 
my white servant overtook me ; Mr, Hanson, 
agent for Mr. Hutton, had kindly sent a native 
with him to show him the way. Poor fellow ! 
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he was much fatigiied and wet, yet cheerful 
withal. He was a little feverish, having slept 
at Torrcc on a dainj) clay floor; for even a mat 
was refused him, though the King orders every 
accommodation to strangers. This is a proof of 
the mistaken idea entertained of the kindness of 
the natives in general. Two days before, when 
I passed, they pretended great attention, knowing 
that they would bo well remunerated ; but this 
poor solitary white man, Avith only a negro boy 
for his guide, they charged eight cowries for 
lying on bare earth ! This is a sample of tlic 
generosity of the generality of Africans. 

The severe laws and discipline of the King of 
Dahomey need not surprise us, Avhcii avc are 
acc[uaintcd with the chanicter of his poo})le. 
Having got some rice and fowl-soup piv'pai'cd, 
I prevailed on my servant to endeavour to tak(‘ 
some, but he was unable to eat any thing. T then 
made liirn some tea, and spread iny oAVn mat for 
him, and covered him over Avith iny sheet — the 
only one I possessed, for my others had been 
stolen. He soon got into a strong perspiration, 
and in the morning he Avas quite restored. 

Whyboe contains about six hundred inhabi- 
tants, Avho seem better disposed than those nearer 
the coast; they are move industrious too. The 
land is well cultivated round and near the town, 
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profluciiig coni of difFoveul sort?, iniiuutc^ anti 
yams. 

June 9th. — We marched from Wliyhoe at 
G'' bearing still NN.W., the path good and 
beautifully wooded. At four miles, bearing N., 
and at one mile and a lialf, reached Akpway, 
five miles and a half from Wliyboe. AkpAvayisa 
small town, with another house of accommodation, 
ndiich we did not enter, having a long journey 
this day. Wc merely halted in the market-place, 
and took a piece of biscuit and some water. Here 
I found a man from Cape Coast, who spoke some 
few words oi’ English. lie was now emjdoj’-od in 
the King’s lionso here, I found him Ivind and 
attentive in obeying the IvingV orders in furnish- 
ing us with water for my party aii<l liovsc, Kor 
this 1 gave him a good dram oi‘ ruui* IFcre the 
path passes over red-sand or freestone, llic first 
stone I had observed. 

Marched again at 8^' 45', bearing N. one mile, 
then NK, W., and entered tlie SAvainp, frequently 
impassable during the rainy season. Fortu- 
nately, I was enabled to ride my horse for the 
greater part of the way. The road was now inter- 
sected by trees of Immense size, interspersed with 
smaller (fruit) trees, of different kinds. Amongst 
these was a sort of damson, of fine flavour, the 
colour of a ripe plum, and of the size of an Eng- 
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lish clieiTy. This swamp continued for about tea 
milcSj in the saiue hearing. We tlicn reached 
Abgrimmali^ distant from Akpway thirteen miles 
and a quarter. We inarched from Ahgrimmah 
at 10 5 with occasional bends in the path 
beai'Ing NN.W.^ and at and a quarter miles 
reached Togbadoe^ a market tOAvn, with nine 
hundred inhabit an ts^ situated on a gentle rising 
ground^ and open^ with the exception of a beau- 
tiful clump of trees at a little distance apart, 
resembling a vast plcasurc-groiuul or park, not 
unlike some part of the Great Park at Windsor. 
On the rigid of the patli, or N.h]., at tlu*ee iniles 
distant, is a l)eautirul valley, ruiiiiiiig NhT.W. and 
Sy.E. five miles, eroj^sing the path in the form 
of an nrcli, and taking the above direcllou at one 
mile and a ludf (.listaui, Jbi’nilng the shape (d* a 
horsc-shoc. Hero the soil is light, and vegetation 
not so luxuriant ; small gnivcl on tlio surfiUic, 
from wliicli the soil had been washed. At throe 
feet and a half below the >surfaco, ironstone in a 
congested or fused state is found. At this place 
wo passed one mile through a swarm of locusts. 
No one who has not witnessed such a scene can 
form an idea of the immense nnmbcrs crowded 
together. Well might the Egyptians dread such 
visitors! Upon our approach to the vspot where 
the swarm commenced, the noise was similar to 
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that of a heavy blast of wind passing through a 
forest of trees, or like the noise of a lieavy slunvor 
of haih This was caused by their hopping to get 
out of our way. My horse at first felt alannod ; 
but, after being urged by the whip and spur, he 
went amongst them, killing many hundreds as ho 
passed, although they arc so very nimble ; but 
their excessive number prevented them from 
getting out of the way. They were about the 
size of a grasshopper, or a little stouter, of the 
colour of a bee. Their wings were not full grown, 
which may account for tlicir not being able to get 
out of the way. I was told afterwards that they 
were not half grown. They arc mucli dreaded 
when they settle down amongst a crop of any 
description, for they totally destroy every tlung 
wiiliin Ihoir roach. 
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CHAPTER XL 


Canainina, its Population- — xVdaivie — Preparations for entering 
the Capital— Abomoy — My hospitable deception — Visit from 
JiTayhOj the Prime Minister— I^iosaage from the King— The 
Palace — The Market-place — Dead Bodies of Criminals hung np 
— Mylleccption by his hlajeHty— Ceremony on Intiodnetion— 
ConA^ersation Avith the King— Perform the SavouI Kxorci.se 
hefoTchim— lila Approbation— Troops of Pormvlo ?voUUors— TUo 
King's Person— .Ceremony of ike Introduction of j\Iilitaiy OlH- 
cers—Diess of the Female Soldiers — luirodiiceil to the ICing'n 
Chiefs — YiBitB— The ICing’rt Staff— Peview of Native Troopa — 
Feigned ./Mtaclc on a Toavii— The King’s SoUlior-Avh^os — Ash 
antoe Prince — Ills Majesty’n Opinion of J'jiiglaud and the Png 
litth— The vain Boasling of the ARhauteo I'rineo silenced by 
the King — Principal Officers— The Dahoinuiv Woiuou ibruiida- 
blc SoldieiH. 

At four uiUcs and n half from Togbndo, roached 
Canamlna, a largo town, scnttcrcd ovc'r a VJist 
area of ground^ the laud level aud well cultivated, 
resembling our fields in England. The country 
la open to a considerable distance* This town con- 
tains at least ten tliousand Inhabitants. The King 
has here also a house for the accommodation of 
white people^ although they so seldom visit this 
place. Ever since Mr. Freeman’s visit, the King 
has been very anxious to encourage intercourse 



with En<^libh people. At llild pliiee we roiaalncil 
for the nlghlj and were well a('( 2 oiuino(latc(l. 

Early on the following niorninga June lOth, ihe 
pretended governor of the English fort at Wby- 
dah^ a deceitful old sconudreh ^vho created himself 
governor of the fort under the pretence of inking 
care of ih though;, as I liad before stated, he has 
let all go to ruin except the part he himself occu- 
pies, met me at Canamlna, for the purpose of 
introducing me to the town of Abomey. After 
breakfast I cleaned iny regimen tala, and my while 
servant got my hov'^c and trappings; ready and 
the day being fine, 1 formed a very docent turn 
out, my regimen tabs being good, ihe sanu^ as (hen 
worn in rny old reglmeiH, lli(‘ First Tafe (hmrds. 
I waa amused at the vanity of the old governor, 
who showed a great anxiety to precede me, with a 
view of making it; appear to the i)eople that he 
was my superior, and that I was merely his escort. 
He himself was carried in an old ragged hammock 
by four negroes, and was dressed in an old worn- 
out gambroon coat of English pattern. This piece 
of vanity I suffered him to indulge in till we arrived 
at Aclawie, three miles and a half from Canamiua, 
and with the same bearing as the previous day. 
I then ordered him to fall in my rear, which order 
ho pretended not to understand. I galloped up 
to his hammock and stopped him. This seemed to 
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mortify liiiii very mucli, partlcuLirly as lie hud 
always informed the people of this place that lie 
was one of the greatest men of ^Vhytlahj and 
had been appointed by the Queen of England 
as governor over all white men. 

We arrived at Abomey at three minutes past 
one o’clockj amidst crowds of spectators^ and ^YGrc 
guided to an excellent house prepared for me by 
MayliOj ‘ the King\s prime minis tcr^ an excellent 
old mall, and very diJTcrent to tlic geiicrallly of 
uiicivili^ed Africans, not haring that covetou6' and 
bolfish disposition usual with tlioin. He was 
always anxious to furnish me ndfcli CN'Cry neces- 
sary which he liad licard a white man ret[uircd or 
used. Ai’ter welcoming me and my people, his 
first liKpilrlcvS were for l\lr. F ’ccuian, and why 
lie was so long before he again vihltcd him? 
lie then desired to drink my healih anti a wel- 
come to Abomey from a lit^uor'-ease which he 
]iad already sent to my house* As lie was husily 
employed with the King in uiakiug preparations 
for my formal reception on the following morning, 
Mayho soon I’otired, leaving 2 no to got mj house 
in order. After a short intcrVcal plenty of pro- 
visions for more than forty persons were sen tine 

* Tlio higher officers of the household arc allowed to adopt 
their official title as their faioily namej iLiylio being in iho 
Dahoinau language Prime Kinibler. 

VOL. r. L 
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from tlic King’s h ou^e* AV o \v crc i h » w o( ) n liWi ii I >1 y 
nceommodated ; and 1 ayhs nnudi wilh tlic 

kind reception I had met with. 

My house or houses coutiiinod acooimnodallou 
for three large families^ Avltli two kitchens und 
large yard^ tlie whole completely walled iu. la 
front of my door was a 'very fine large orango-treo 
oovered wlttifniitj and a large hcnch or scat under 
it entirely shaded from the sun. In the evening 
Mayho again called on me and delivered the Tung s 
oomplimeiitB, informing me that his Majesty was 
very happy to ho.ir of au Ihiglislunan s arrival in 
Ills town, und liopcal dnit many more ivould visit 
his capital, assitriiig nu* lliat notliing (jii his ]i:u’l 
should 1)0 wanting to make every one (*(>mlorlahh‘. 
lie desired Wiiyho also in Inform me Ilia I his 
Majesty would he hajipy to rceelve me lovumlly at 
an early hour on the following inornlng, ''rins was 
gratifying news, as a visitor generally wails fniuiy 
days before be condcsecuds to sec them. During 
all this palaver tlic whole of the attendants were 
on their knees, Mayho hlin^^clf lujt excepted, ihl?> 
being their mode of procedure when delivering or 
receiving a message from the King, besides kissing 
the ground and covering their heads with dust. 

On the following morning at an early liour 
another bountiful supply of provisions arrived, and 
after au early breakfast I was fully equipped, and 
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rodcj aLtenclcd by some of tlic King’s principal 
to the market-place or parade -gvoaud Ii\ front oi' 
Ills palace or house. On our march to the market- 
place we passed along part of the walls of the 
palaccj which covers an immense space. The 
walls as ^vell as houses arc iiiadc of red sandy clay-j, 
and oil top of the wallsj at intervals of thirty feet., 
human skidls w^crc placed along their whole extent. 
On approaching nearer the maikcL-plaee ^vc beheld, 
on an elevated pole, a man fixed in an upright 
position, with a basket on his lioad, apparently 
bolding it wdtli both Ills hands. A little farther 
on we saw two more men, now In a slate of dceoni- 
positioiij hung by the icet from a Ihick pole, pliice<l 
horlKOiilally on two u])rlght poles about twenty loot 
high. Passing cdose to them llio Himdl was intulcr- 
able. The ainufo Imug cxtomUHl downiw ards, and 
at a llitlc distance a si ranger woidd (from their 
shriYcllcd and contracted condition) suppose them 
to be large sliccp or goats ; tlic skin from expasurc 
had turned nearly to the colour of that of a wdiite 
man, I found u2)oti Inquiry the bodies had been 
in this 2)osition about two and a half moons. All 
reckoning here is by the moon. The vulture was 
industriously endeavouring to satisfy his appetite, 
but the heat of the sun had dried the skin so as to 
render it Impenetrable to his efforts. 

On the opposite side of the market were two 
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more liuman bodies inilic .same jioHiriou i\^ 1 

have just mentioned, with the exoe[)tlon tlnii tlio 
l^odies liacl hcca inulilatcd. This excited my 
cariosity, for decapitation is the fnvonnte mode 
of execution in Abomey. I Avas informed that 
these men had been guilty of adulterous intci'- 
coursc Avith one of the King’s Avives, in conse- 
qucnce of which, they were ecutcuccd to be put 
to death by being beaten Asdtli clubs, and after 
death mutilated. The King had not yet arrlA^ed 
at the ap])oIntcd place, whoio a high spxd and 
footstool Avere plaeeil for liim undiT a laig(‘ 
Aimbrclhi, feurrounded l)y tAAOiily more of 

nearly the same dimensions, (brining a (‘rc'bcent 
hib own being in the mUre, lie had reques({‘d, 
through Mayho, that I Avould salut-o liiia us f 
AA'oulcl the Queen of England, for he was anxi<)UH 
to become acquainted Avith European miuuierb and 
custoras. Accordingly, upon a nearer appi'oacli I 
saluted his Majesty according to Tnllliary regula- 
tion, Avith Avhich he seemed mueh pleased, and 
returned the compliment in a mueh more graceful 
manner than I expected. lie then rcrpiested me 
to dismount and come to him. Upon which, his 
prime minister and four others next in rank, who 
Avere conducting me to his Majesty’s presence, 
desired me to halt till they paid their compliment 
to his Majesty, forming line in front of me. Tliey 
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completely })rostr}itGd tliCTnsolvob iil full lengthy i 
rubbing both aiclerf of tlioir la(‘eh on the grounilj 
and kisblng it. They then ralaotl themselves on 
their knees, ^vhcrc they reiiuilned till thej^ had 
completely covered the nisei vos with clast^ and 
rubbed tlicir arms over witli dirt as high as the 
shoulders. 

I was much surprised as well as disgusted with 
such absurdj ahjcct hujuillation. Their robes, 
which a few minutes before looked clean and, 
respectable, Avero now, as well *as their persons, 
smeared with dirt. Myself and the Grovernor of 
Whydah fort were the only persons who did not 
observe the same degrading form, Eventlic holdloi'n, 
male and fi’toalc, alLhoiigli under arms, observe 
the same Immillatiou. After tins ceremony we 
stepped forward to the King, and lie deseamded 
fi’oiu Ills stool or lliroiic, and hliook nu* cordially 
by the hand, declaring Ills great saiiafactiou at 
liaving an Englishman in his conniry, lie then 
proposed to drink my heallli. A table liaving 
already been prepared for me, a liquor-case was 
placed thereon, containing luuneroLis different 
sorts of flasks and decanters, with as many sorts 
of liquors, namely, Hollands, rum, bramly, ani- 
seed, claret, cherry brandy, and otlier cordials. 
He then asked me whether it was not customary 
to drink the health of my sovereign first. 
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I told him that every good Englishmiui alwnj s 
observed such courlGS}^^ bu( as T was lus Aistior I 
was sure the Queen of Eng] and would readily 
sanction my drinking his own first. This was 
done in cherry brandy^ of oxccllcni quality ; thou 
the Queen and all her family, and afterwards my 
oAvn health was drunk. 

During the tune the King is drinking, his face 
is always concealed from observation by a number 
of handkcrcluefs, held up round his head. At 
this monieuL a firing of muskets and boating of 
goiig-gougs and Inwrabing takes [)hu‘0. After 
asking me a few questions respect lug ilio royal 
faniily of England, Ids "Majesty reipu'ded my lioi^o 
to be brought nearer, so (hat lieiuiglii- see it iliuDiIso 
examine the appolntnicuis, with which ho secmuul 
much satisfied, particularly upon being shown the 
holsters and pisl ols, which Averc covered with bear- 
skin. lie was also much pleased Vv'llli tlio manner 
of fixing the carbine on the saddle. ITc tlion de- 
clared that white men knew everything. 

ITe next desmed me to ride, that he might see the 
exercise, at the same time ordering two of libs prin- 
cipal men to walk by iny side and hold me on. This 
I did not properly understand at Ai’sb not knowing 
their language, but after retiring asufficiont distance 
from his Majesty, clear of the soldierjq I formed 
a circle to the riglit. My two holders signified 
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limt I must iioL funa circle te tlic rights the King 
alone pos&csbing ilia I privllogo ; Avliorcupou 1 coun- 
tennavolieclj and begaa a^liarp Lrot^ 
lioklers to keep out of my way, but all Avad of no 
avail. I then hailed, and desired iny iuterpretcr 
to tell the King that Englhlnucn uc'^^er required 
holding on their horse. Upon which he seemed 
surprised, and told mo to do as I thought proper, 
but begged me rather not to ride for Ins gratifica- 
tion than run any rl^k. I again assured him that 
there way no danger, and put my horse in motion, 
first at a trot and then a gallop. 

The King tlion stood up, clapi)iiig Lis hands in 
approbation. Upon wlilcli the whole assembled 
multitude followed the example, wlilch much 
iciTifted my liorso. After a few mere eh’cles per- 
fonurd, the King desired me to dibiiuMint and come 
beside him and sit down, thanking me for my jier- 
foruiaiice. Upon oui’ close ajiproach, his ministers 
Aveut again ihrougli the same ceremony I have 
already described, and afterwards 1 was ushered to 
a seat close to the King, who jiaid me great atten- 
tion, and showed every anxiety to give me infor- 
mation and explain evcrytliing to me. 

It may be avcII, before proceeding fuitbcr, to state 
that all his attendants and soldiers on guai d near his 
person sit down cross dogged, the soldiers Avith the 
butt-end of the musket resting on the groiiucl 
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behvooii tliclr logs, in ii pcrpoiuHmilar position. 
During this time troop after troop of loinalo 
soldiers arrived, preceded by a baud of very burha” 
rolls raneic, similar to slice p -bells and drums, umde 
from part of tlic trunk of a hollow tree, with 
some bullock or sliccp-skiii covered over the top 
of it. 

The King is a tall atlilciic inaiij about forty- 
three years of age, with ploabiug expression and 
good features, hut the top of liis forehead falling 
back rather too ninch to meet the views of a phre- 
nologist. nib voice is good and iniiuiUM' gviieoful, 
ill com])avIsnn with Uie liaibiUHius mibloius of (he 
countiy. 

Ta all direclioiis troo[)b ol‘ fenialt‘ HolduM’H were 
now arriving and taking tludr wlaliouH at a din- 
tauco, lying down or scpiatied, until tlu'y are (*all(Hl 
upon to come before his Majestj". Wo ])avU<udav 
discipline Is ohserved. Tlic voglmmils bov<wally, 
form up in an irregular ooliinin, and the princl])u], 
or conunaiiding officer, calls out the officers, who, 
kneel on both knees and cover tlicir heads and 
bodies with dust. The commander then introduces 
one after the other each officer of‘ this female, 
regiment; and if any one has in any way dls-| 
tingulshed herself, it is commented upon, and the 
party complimented and rOAvarded for her valour. 
This regiment belonged to the King's son, in the 
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government of a country bearing an enaign or Ilag^ 
ornaincntecl with the figure of a lion. 

After all the ceremony of compliments and 
boasting of valour is gone tbrougli, tlie officers 
fall in, and tlic wliolc regiment sing a song in 
compliment to tlie King. After that any indi- 
vidual who chooses is allowed to &ic2) to the fronft 
and declare her fidelity to his Majesty^ and as soon 
as one rctiiTS another takes her place, so that thd 
ceremony becomes irk-^omc. Sonietiincs the ccro 
mouy of one regiment passing occupies three 
hours. After all is over the whole of tl\c regi- 
ment kneel down, with tlie butt of Ihcir niuskcts 
on tbc ground and the barrel slanting back over the 
shoulder, and witli both hands scrape up the dust 
and cover themselves with it. 'Tlie dust being of 
a llg’hi red colour, gives llicm a veiy singuhiv 
appearaneo. Rfany liavc tlieir head>s entirely 
shaved, except a tuft rcscinbling a cockade j oLlicrs 
only yliavc a breadth of two inches from the forehead 
to the poll. After this ccrcuiony they all rise up iroiii 
the stooping position, still on their knees, but body 
otherwise erect, and poising their muskets hori- 
zontally on their two hands, all join in a general 
hurrah. Suddenly then thc}^ rise up, throwing 
the musket sharply into one hand, holding it high 
in the air, at the same time giving another hurrah. 
The whole then shoulder muskets, and run off 
L 3 
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at full i&pcctL Tilach iudlvulual runs as tis 
she is ablOj so tluit it is a race with flu* whole 
rcgimcBt of six lumclrotl womoin Tt wotihl sur- 
prise a Europeati to see the speed of these women, 
althoi^gh they cany a long Danish iimskct and 
short bword. each, as well as a sort of clnh. 

It may be well to give some account of the dress 
and equipments of these ama!?:ons. Tliey wear 
a blue and white striped cotton surtout, the stripes 
about one and a half inch wide, of stout native 
manufacture, mthout leaving frcodinu for 

the arms. The skirt or timlc readies hm low a-* 
the kilt of (he Tlloldanders, A i)air of short 
trowsers is worn unch'rueath, vcacliing two iiuhos 
below the knee, Tlic ciirtonehc-box, or fffdm'adjjd^ 
forma a girdle, and keeps all tiidr dress snug atul 
close. The cartouehediox eonlains livenly car- 
tridges, about four times the quantity of that 
used in England, owing to tlic inferiority of the 
powder. It is very conveniently placed, being 
girded round the loins. The poAvder and liall, 
however, is not attached; the powder being 
in a small leather cup, fitted inside of another, 
and taken out and emptied into tlie gun, 
Avithout any Avadding of any description. It 
consequently loses much of its power, tho ball 
01* slugs being throAvu in loosely, and fired off 
more by chance than judgment. However, upon 
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the wholes these women certuiuly imike a very 
imposing appearance^ and are very active. From 
ihelv constant o.xcroise of body (for the wojneii 
in all cascy do the principal pml of holli domesilo 
and agricultural labours hero as well as at other 
places^) they arc capable of cncluring much fatigue- 
Next came tlm lung’s second son’s fcnnile 
solclicrsj fro)n a }>art called Kakagoc's countryj in 
consequence of liaving the governiucni of that 
country. These soldiers^ about six hundred, 
went through the same ooremony as the 
others. Ills IMajesly always anxiously explained 
every thing to me, and sent to the palace for 
paper for me to make notes upon. During the 
day about six lliousaiul womcn-soldlcrs passed 
successively before the King, who frcqucutly in- 
troduced the principal ollloorh of ibis corps to me, 
relating ihclr aclue vein cuts. This soomod to give 
tlioiu groat satisfaction. Amongst them, lie in- 
troduced me to one of his principal wives, a stout, 
noble-looking woman, of a light brown com- 
plexion. She commanded the whole of theKhig’vS 
wives, who are all soldiers, amoiuitlng to six^, 
hundred, present on iliis occasion. The King* 
introduced her to me as my mother. I was for 
some time at a loss to comprehend the meaning 
of this, but soon found that his Majesty had 
appointed this favourite wife to furnish all Eng- 
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lldU or Avlilto inon avIlIi provIhloiN ilinlnjj, tlu’ir 
sojourn in tliis coiiutvy. 

The term inotlicr \bi in many uiisapjillcd 
m ALoincy ; for lusttincc^ if a mail has a wifo^ 
or a nainlbar of tlioiiij lliey are called moLhci\Sj iiu 
one being allowed to call them wives ])ut the King. 
My inquiries relative to the meauliig of ibis weie 
often erroneously answered, till I oh^erved an old 
maii^ whose name was given me, unci soon after a 
young woman was pointed out to me as his mother, 
though the woiuaii was aL least Iwenty-Avo years 
3 'oimger than her .supposed son. Owing U) dih, 
1 was voiy Inciednlons, hdUng niy iui'oimant 
(hut lie Jnusi ])e misiukein It m.iy a[)pe}U‘ siu- 
gulur In u c^lvilized pail of (he worhl, to It^arn 
that no dlsthudlou Is made in the iernt mother 
between llic wife and r(>id moLher. After In- 
fcroduelug me to a aumher of his eliUds or eap- 
tains, some of whom arc a cry fine wolUmilt men, 
the King informed mo that I had Ix'tler go home, 
as it was now getting dusk. After drinking 
again with his Majesty, I retired to my houae, 
where I was visited liy many ot* the principal 
people of Dahomey, and also received tlio caucb 
of a great many Sx)aniarcls and Portuguese (as 
they call themselves), liberated slaves from Why* 
dah, and Avho were here attending the custom, or 
holiday^ 
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In tills oouuiiy it Is cufetoniaiy:, wlicn a servant 
01" messengor is sent io inqniro arter tlic hcalili 
of any person of rank^ io semi yonr cane or sticky 
which tlie messenger delivers into the hands of 
the person addressed. When the King sends 
his messenger in the morning to make his conv 
pliments and inejuire after ray health, hoth my 
people and the laos&cngcr-attcndants prostrate 
themselves and kiss the gronnd to the Iving^s cane. 

Next morning, June as early as seven 

o’clock, I was again summoned to attend the 
review. On approacliing lus Majesty, tlio )Sauic 
ceremony was observed ns on my inirodacllou 
yesterday. Ho again asked me to ride, and told 
me he bhonld like the principal office’s in com- 
mand of the male soldiers to bo present at tills 
day’s review io see me. Ac:eovduig'l}% some* of 
tlic jn’inclpal minlslcrs came wilb mo io show 
mo wlioro to stand, lo allow ilm passing siddiory 
to have a full view of the Nlng’s visit or^ or King’s 
stranger, as they called me. The .soldiers were 
now fast arriving from all quarters j each regiment 
preceded by its hand, whose instruments produced 
the most discordant sounds that can be imagined 
— di’inns, elephants’ teeth, bullocks’ liorns, and a 
sort of triangular iron tube, which they beat witli 
a small stick, and which gave forth sounclb like a 
shccp-bclL 
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The comumiKler rltlerf hi the conLix^ ol* lil^ iv- 
ghnciiij if proviclocl with n liDr&e (whirh U not 
stroixgcr than a Shetland pouy)^ >\itli two men 
holding him on. Olliors who have no 
arc carried iu hammocks. After about four thou- 
sand men had passed mo, imirohiug witliont any 
discipline or foim^ I returned to the King’s eano}>} 
to await the commcuccincni of the roviow. lu 
a short time the female soldiers niado their ap- 
pearance iu full marching order, with provisions, 
amounting to about seventeen liinulred. Tliijs 
corp8 was preceded 1)y hand, 'The drum i.^ 
ran led on the liead, one end to Lin* front and die 
other to the rear; llu‘ jht.soii betiling it walk^ 
behind tho currh'n Tlie di'uni Ijelonglng to the 
corps was ovnniucnted with twelve liuuuui hkullh. 
Tlio women cariyiiig pvo^isloijs nnivoh iu Uic 
roar, each of them having a certain portion, of hap;- 
gage ; some cainy miilvS for tho Ibinalo officci’s to 
lie upon, and one woman carries a large umbrella 
for the commanding officer. Those oarrjiug pro* 
visiortto have largo calabashcb on their Jieuds, 
welglilng about sixty pounds each, coutainliig 
different sorts of provisions, such as fuwlb 
cooked ill palm-oil, hankie, dah-a-chib, iiiudo 
of the same inatei'ial as kankie, but l)oilGd in- 
stead of baked. This is the principal food used 
here for general consumption, as well as on tho 
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lYiiircli. Seven stanclirds avc also carried Avitli 
this regiment^ the tops of Avliich are ornanicnled 
with human skulls. This regiment belongs to 
l^Iegahj the King’s principal jailor. 

About tAVO hundred marched past as I haA^o 
described^ followed In succession b7 the King’s 
Avomcii;, to-day amounting to six hundreds all from 
the King’s palace- These ^yorc headed by Dagby- 
AA^eka. The drum aaas also ornamented by tAveh'G 
skulls of traitors^ or men caught in arms against 
the King, This corps oliscrvcd certain regulations 
on the march not customary AvitU the others : nine 
Avomon and an officer marched in front as an advance 
guards at a sliort interval fifty supporters, then 
folio Aved the main body. One individual officer is 
ahvays appointed to lead the attack, avIio is clistim 
guished by a sword of dlircvoiiL pattern. Aii 
attack is, if possible, abvjij^s luude in the nlghi, oi 
very early in the inorning- 

Next followed the female soldiers fioiu Apa- 
domey, commanded by KnaAvie (or white man’s 
mother). Next, Icandcc people, a country distant 
one day’s journey to the W.N.W. of Abomey. 

After this procession, which consisted altogether 
of about eight thousand Avomen, Avell armed and 
clothed, had passed, tlie King asked me to go and 
see Avhat his Avomcn-soldicrs wero about to per- 
form. I was accordingly condnctocl to a large 
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hpiioc of broken ^'voiuuk wbevi' Iburtoen d.ijs had 
been occupied ui erecting (luce iiuuumim' ]uhkly 
plle^ of green bubli. Tliesric tliiec ehuupN or [)llest 
of n sort of strong briar or thorn, uriiieil with tlu' 
most clangorous priekles, wove plaeod in lino, 
occupying about four hundred yards^ leaving* <udy 
a narrow passage between Llioin, suflleicnl merely 
to clistinguhh each clump appointed to each vogi- 
meat. These piles were about seventy^ feet wide 
and eight feet higli. Upon oxauiiiiing tlieiUj T 
could not persuade my^self tliat any hunuiii heiug, 
without boots or Avould, luidtu’ any (‘irt'iun- 

sifUiccHj aHcmpt to pas^ o\(n* so dampa’ous a 
Icctlmi of llie most (dlicoimlly ai’niiMl planls J liad 
ever seen, llehind Ihest' piles alriMidy uuailioiunl, 
wore yards^ ov large pens^ al llic' distance of three 
liuudred yards^ (eueod with plies seven leet 
liigh^ thickly malted together with nlroug ret'da. 
Enclosed therein were several hundred hIuyos 
helonglng to the King. 

It may be well to state that this affair was en- 
tirely got up to illustrate an attack upon a towui 
and the capture of prison ors^ who arc of course 
made slaves. After waiting a short time, llui 
Apadoraey soldiers made their appearance at about 
two hundred yards from or in front of the first 
pile, where tliey halted with slioiildcrcd aruib. In 
a few seconds the word for attack was given? and 
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a rush ^vas made towards tlic pile with a speed 
beyond conception^ and in less than one minute 
the whole body had passed over this immense pile, 
and had talcexa the supposed town. Each of the 
other piles was passed witli equal rapidity at 
intervals of twenty nilmites ; after which we again 
returned to our former station in the market-place. 
Here we found his Majesty waiting for us. He 
anxiously inquired how I was pleased with the 
peiformance of his female sohliorSj and asked 
if I thought the same number of EngHfeluvomen 
'Would perform the same. I, of course, answered, 
110 : wo had no female soldiers in England, but we 
had females who had individually and voluntarily 
equally distinguished them selves. 

In a short time after our return, the Apadoinoy 
regiment passed, on iheir return, in single file — 
each leading in a string a young male or female 
slave, carrying also the dried scal[) of one man 
supposed to have been killed in the attack. On 
all such occasions, when a person is killed in 
battle, the sldii is taken from the head, and kept 
as a trophy of valour. ^ I counted seven luinclrcd 

It must not bo supposed that those female ^^airiora kill 
acooi'ding to the mimhei of scalps piesontcd, the scalps are 
the accumulation of many years If six or bcvgh men are killed 
during one year’s war, it is deemed a great thing one party 
ahvay.s run away in these 'jlavc-hunts ; but when aiinics meet the 
filiugliler i{- gioafc. 
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scalps puss ill Lliis iiiauuor. TIk* ra[>[uiii> nf cuch 
oorpSj iu passing, again proscuUal be- 

fore bis Majobf-y^ aiul rocelvoil llie KingV’ nppnnal 
of their cimduct. After all luul puNsed, eacli rega- 
mcnt again formed iu coliiuui before the King, and 
each officer was prcbcutcil to niOj, and lludr deed^ 
of Ytiloiir recorded, for ^Ylucll tlioy ^^ere proiuoLed. 
No promoLion takes place nnlcss morlLed on m*- 
conut of some act of distinguished merit. Wlani 
the Kings lioasohold troop or regiment formed up, 
hia ]\Injoaly asked mo il‘ I observed the ibnu of an 
animal worn oii tlic whlU' cotton skulbeaj) of llu?' 
corps. 1 replied III t1i(5 a(lhina(l\t‘. '^bi^ annual, 
he informed uk', was billed by ^^olue of liia nn omen 
when iu the l)ush during llic^ last wur^ a lew 
inoutha ago ; and he had ordered the dgitro (») lie 
worn on the cap as a badge of dlstinctlom 

One officer of this corps of King’s solduu’-wivcs 
was introduced to me. Her name was Adadimo, 
This female had, during tlic two last years’ war, 
taken, successively, each year a male prisoner, f)]’ 
which she was promoted, and hi.s Majubly had also 
presented her with two female slaves. Adadiiuo 
ia a tall thin wmman, about twenty-two }'’cars of 
age, and good-looking for a black, and mild and 
unassuming in appearance. The King also intro- 
duced her to an Ashantce prince and some attend- 
ants, who were here on a visit, of which I was not 
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before aware. ISTo doubt the King of Aslianteo 
had sent them as spies to asoertam whether T 
really did pass through Dahomey to the Kong 
Mountains or not^ as it will be recollected thah 
upon the King of Ashautcc refusing to allow me 
to pass, the Governor of Cape Coast (Captain 
Hill) told the King’s mossengcr that I should pas^ 
to the mountains in v^-pito of him (the King of 
Ashantce). After presenting Adadimo to the 
Ash ant CCS, he addressed her and the rog linen t to 
the following effect, the regiment being now on 
tliclr knees: — He told them that T was one of tlio 
Queen of England’s soldiers, sent on a frioriclly 
niissloii or visit, to coll eel information re -.peeling 
Ins kingdom i and he liimself fell proud and nnicli 
gratified to 1)C able to inform theiu all of the 
circumstanco, more cspoeially as he could assure 
them tJiat the Queen of England was the greatest 
and most powerful sovereign in the world, and far 
vsurpassed all countries in war, as well as in the 
manufacture of guns and cloth, the two Eritisli 
articles best known in the country. ITe re- 
peated that the highest possible coinplimeut was 
paid to Adadimo, by her being iutroduced to me, 
and having her name registered iii luy book. 
During this »speecli she remaiued on her knees, 
and returned me repeated thanks. Tlie same 
example was followed by the whole regiment. 



Next ciimo a re^iniotil l)olon<4lu^L, ti) ii (Muiutn 
ciillod Ginoa^ coiuuuualed by .i iVinalc of iho nuuo 
name. Thib reguuout ('oiisibtcil only of lluec 
hundred ^vomcn. I'hlb cuipb niako no i»rlbunevci, 
hut kill all. Aricr all lliis ceremony nos o-ver, 
the priuclpal male officers ju'Oblraied tlioiiihehesj 
and went through the regular form of harangue^ 
as if this reylcAV had been actual service. They 
informed his IS lajcsty that they were happy to con- 
gratulate him upon the return of his Nietonous 
army and capture of a great luiiuber of 

Ills TSlajestyj llieii turning to me, addn -sed me 
in a loud voice l-o l]i(‘ I‘oUowing dUoi ; Youeume 
from the groaiesL and ridiesl eoiinlry in Ihe 
woihh and i am truly gralilied at seung ym In 
uiy couniiy. The only ihlng 1 regrel is that k) 
lew Englishmen come to see me. I should at all 
times feci pimul io do any ihlng tii my powm* to 
acconmiodatc an Engllslmuin, and endeavour to 
make him com fort able in my eouniry. 1 am 
aware/^ ho addech tbai I have no£ in my power 
all the necessaries required liy Englibluncnj l)ui if 
I were more frequently visited by them T would 
take care to procure everything necessary for 
their comfort. You have travelled much in 
Afrlea/*^ and from Avhat you have seen you arc 

It is a surprising fact^ tliat my last visit to Ahica; in tli0 
iS'iger expedition; ^vas well known to liim, tliougliLyivliab ineaiiH 



^VESlI:llN ArriTCA. 


237 


now aware tha1 I am as far superior in Afilca^ us 
England is to Spain or Portugal^ noV’ ho saklj 

excepting the Ablian.iccs_, some of whom he ob- 
served were present, and coxdd judge for them- 
selves : although in former times,” he remarked, 
^'thc Ashantccs siu passed him as fir as he now 
feiu passed them.” 

I do not know how the Ashantee relished this 
observation, but T suppose not well, as lie is a 
conceited fop, and upon the whole a shaip, slirewd 
jonng mam I pnt some niuestlons to hhn re- 
specting his countiy, but his answers wore both 
evasive and untrue, thinking no doubt that I was 
quite ignoi ant on the subject. lie infoi me cl me that 
Goonuissic was four mooiib’ journey from Dahomey; 
and also in older to make lub country look great, 
told me and tlic Iving iliat theio were no less thun 
one hundred Euglisli merchants in Cooniassle bny- 
ing gold when ho came away. Upon which I 
flatly conlradictcd him, and told him that only 
one while man resided in Ashantee, Mr. Chaj)- 
inan, a missionary, who had lately licon ill-treated 
by a <=501 of ruffians. This mortified him very 
much; and he remarked to the King that white 
men only came to Ashantee for what tlicy could 
get, and boasted of tlic great presents Ills father 

I cannot tcU, iinlcse tlirongh the A'^li \utcc9, as wo bronglit tlio 
Adiantec pimcc? to Afnca, 
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liad iiiiiJu to Fi'C'ciuau ; lull 1 iulmuuii hi-, 
JMiijcsty that the King I'enoivcd ten tinu‘-i iui>i4> 
Croiu Mr. Frccmtui lluin lie e\er rceeunl ur ev- 
pecLed in return; tliat Engllalnnen lUAer I'xpeeleil 
nny return for a proaent. The Aah.uilee peral-iteil 
in wliat ho Inul stafeil, and deelared lliat an) 
present received by the King of A.-'lninli'e w.ia 
made merely tlirough I'ear. Upon tliK the 
King, in an angry ioiu', ordereef him to lie hlhnt. 
lie was aware that England I'eared no u.iliun. 
and he would not sailer nn l';nglif.hniiui to be 
iusLiltcd ill luH eounl ry. '' T'liis lernilnaled ni) eon* 
versutiou with the AJuinti'e on lhal day. 

It will, doubtless, si'em hingiihir, lhal tlm nude 
aoldiers are not mentioned as talvlng any luut in 
the two days’ review, but tliey remained inuetivn 
the whole time, exeepL when cntUig, At lids 
part of the ceremony they played their pai’fc, being 
amply supplied with provisions. In I’liet, every 
one present, on both days, although so imnicrous, 
was supplied with plenty. No ^lernou, however, 
except myself, was furnished with a table, not 
even the Spaniards nor Portuguese, altliough many 
visitors of both nations, who were present at 
the custom, still remained here, knowing that 1 

* The King told the Ashaiitoo to take liaok his father’s pre- 
sent, a gold-luUsd sword, and tell him that all the gold in 
Ashantce would not induce him to inloroept an Englishman. 
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was expected. The Aahantcc prince ohjected to 
drink out of a calabash^ seeing that T was supplied 
with tumblcva, but he was told by one of the 
King’s headmen that he was only a black inan^ 
and that if he did not choose to drink from the 
calabash he might go without. lie ^ircPcrrcd the 
former, and drank out of what ho had used all 
his life — the calabash. The male soldiers were 
seated, on the ground without any rogularliy, 
forming a crescent in the rear of his "Majesty. 

Before breaking up, the King assembled allhis 
principal officers, and introduced tlicm to me, 
describing tlicir rank and office. Amongst them 
were some of liis cousins — Iladabadja, Agorbec, 
and Gadypapo, tlireo capbiiiis of the male troop}:., 
remarkably fine men, with good oranluiua and 
heads mucli of the Mooiibh cast, although darker 
— not so dark, however, as the genuine negro 
character. Egboza is coinmandcr-iu-ehlef of all 
the King’s army, and son of Ivalcagec, the principal 
of the King’s house, being both treasurer and 
chamberlain. After many more introductions 
to inferiox* officers the principal officers were 
desired to drink the Queen of England’s healtb. 
This was to be drunk out of a human skull, 
apparently not long before it had been useful to 
the original possessor. However, as this was con- 
sidered the highest compliment that can bo paid 
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to person, T diMiik iiiy .’-ovoreu^n' i IumHIi I'nnu 
the bony goblet The Kin^' ul-u JoIiumK I ih^oj 
pYoposed his Majesty’s hcallh, whu'h \mi'» diniuk 
from the same vessel. This oouohnl(‘d the ,^l‘cuir 1 
day’s pcidbn nance, 

I may be pcrmiticd to make a few remark'^ on 
the army of women. It is certainly a surpik-iiRC 
sight in an uncivilized country. T luuk il \- IrutN 
often heard of the King’s feiiuile soldiers, but now 
I have scon them, all well arnu'd, fnu1 gomnally l!n<* 
strong IicalLhy women, and doubt (‘ii[)nblo of cii- 
during gi'C'at fatigue. Tlu'y seem tti u^e (he long 
Danish nmskel willi ns nuieli cjim’ (nie of <»ur 
greuiuUevs does his (uadoek, l)\i{ md, of etmr^ {\ \\ iil» 
he Baui(3 <[ui(dvuessj us llu*y are ikU (rained ((♦ any 
'pavlundar oxevoirtCj bnl, on I’emnvhig Uh* suirtk 
make an attack like a i>a<'k of limuuhn with great 
swiftness. Of course tiny would be usoli'hs agaim i 
disciplined troops, if at all approaebing in tin' 
same mimbera. Still their appoarauee is more 
martial than the geucralUy of tlm num ; and if 
undertaking a campaign, T sliouJd ])rcrer tlm 
females to tlic male soldiers of this country, From 
all I have seen of Africa, I believe ilio King of 
Dahomey possesses axr army snperlor to any sove- 
reign west of the Great Desert, 
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CHAPTER XII. 

"Vimt to tlie King at his Palace — Description of it — Deception by 
Ins Majesty — Gaudy Diess of the Attendants — Masks, Orna- 
ments, &c. — Occasion of the Wai bet-woen the I^Iahccs aud 
Dahomans, and its Rosidt — The King's AY alkiug stalfs — Dance 
pcifoimod by his Majesty — Another Review of Female Troops 
— Execution of Foiii Tiaitors — Humble OccurroncG — Disgust 
ing oIUlc of the Blood-drinker — Ludieroufl Scene — The King's 
Mother and Grandmothci — Dance pei formed hy tdiem — 
Costume of the King’s Favoiaito AYives— I iJorforni on ilie 
dew’s Tlaip — 1 dance with his Majesty — ITis iMcssage to the 
Queen ot England — Ridienlous Customs — Court of Ajtpoal cslu- 
blishcd at Abomey—Ohai actor of the King — Domestic Slavery 
— A SUvc-lumt- — ^lilitaiy Diut motions —Want of natural 
Atroction 111 the Hiitivcs — Rogueiy of Son nut— TIio ICii 

CommisMoua to me— An Inteicblhig Lucidcul— AlurdoK s 
Att.uk on mo by rny Scivant- — liuiimy iuio the 0^^.uiicuoe — 
My Servant com pcJlud to aucouipany mo. 

June IStii. — T oday I fiticndcd nt tlic King’b 
liouse or palaoc. After passing tliroiigli two cpiad- 
r angles of about sixty yards by tliirty^ wc entered 
the prmeipal sc[ii are. This square is formed of tlmec 
sides of houses or long sheds ; and on the opposite 
side to the principal part or side is a high wall of 
clay^ with Imman slmlls placed at short intervals 
on the top- All tlic quadrangles were filled with 
a mob of armed mciij some sittings some lying 
cloAvu asleep^ others Avalking about smoking- 
you. I. M 
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This pnbloe, for tlic Kiiii; li.i > lu.uiy, 
into dltloroiit iipnvinionts, all on llu' around -ilonr : 
for though the ridge of tlu^ rtiuC it- cd 
licight for two stories^ ycL ilio tliuUdi is hronglit 
down so low as to renoh to within ionr loot of 
the ground. Along tlio front is a low [fniy/a, 
extending the whole length of (he huilding. 
The main entrance is in tlic centre of tlie side of 
the square, [a this eiitraiieo the King; laj' on a 
fine cviinson carpet, tviuuncd wiiU ^old hiee. 

At firs! 1 eoidd not j)erc(‘lv(‘ his hv 

was placed so far l)ark uinh^r lids low dark ]fia/ru, 
allliongl) I was told ilad lu' was paving hi \ rc^poeh-* 
to me by motioning with Ida htuuL Ihovovcr, I 
roiumed tlie eumpliineut towardn (he npol wlnnas 
aecoi'diiig to ap]Kairmu'<s luj wa^i, Hnrrotiiuletl hy 
numhorH of Ills favourite wives. Upon liciiig d(w 
sired (o appvoaeh nearer^ I was diviaied ])} ATay- 
ho and some more headmen, who aee(nfipani<‘d nus 
wlio aclvanc'od slowly on tludv haudn and kuees^ 
myself iu the centre, till within a lew yiirds of hih 
Majesty, whom I could now perleeily see. Thcj 
King raised himself to a sitting posture from tlm 
large crimson silk velvet cnsldon on which lie had 
been reclining, and very kindly asked xno how I 
felt after sitting with him so long on the prcviotis 
day. He then ordered a very largo canopy, or 
huge umbrella, richly ornamented, to be stuck up. 
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A hole was accorclmgly dug in ihc ground, and 
the handle of the umbrella placed therein, the 
earth beat tightly round it, similar to a large 
mushroom. A table was also placed under it, with 
plenty of refreshment, both of solids and liquids. 

After I was comfortably seated, his Majesty ad- 
vanced towards me to drink my health, which was 
accompanied with loud hurrahs from his pcoide. 
Provisions were then distributed in all directions, 
after I had been fLirnibhed. At some distance be^ 
hind mo were some Portuguese gentlemen, whom 
I had observed on the two previous days, but his 
Majesty seemed to take no notice of them more than 
of his own people. They were furnished with food 
in tiio same luaimer as Ins own people, without 
table or spoon, or any other iiu] dement beyond the 
ealabasli containing the food. J was a little sur- 
prised at Lliis, particularly as 1 was aware that the 
l^ortugucsc were tlie purchasers of many of the 
King’s slaves ; but through niy interpreter, Mayho 
thus explained the matter. He said the King 
was well aware that the pretended friendship of 
the Portuguese was entirely for selfish and pecu- 
niary motives, whereas the English were not 
slave-dealers; moreover, that England was an 
independent nation, and the greatest in the white 
man’s world, as he himself was of the black man’s 
world ; and declared that the friendship of one Eng- 
N 2 
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lishman was worth that of a Ihouteaiul Pui tiignoycs 
and that the King’s father had always taught liim 
to respect an Englishman. Ilia Majesty desired 
me to drink the health of the Queen of lOnglond 
and all her family. I then pioposed his Majesty*s 
health in the name of the Queen of England. At 
this he seemed much pleased^ and asked me if the 
Queen allowed me to drink lus health. I replied 
certainly : and that when a genuine conipliinent is 
l^aid to the Queen of England, sho always retiirns 
it to the meanest of her subjects. This drew a 
general shout of applause from all his JMajesty s 
head people. 

The King now retiicd to lus ju'cvious jiosition; 
and after I had partaken of bome catahleM, tlu' 
day’s amusement commenced. All tlic principal 
men in his Majesty’s service were Oi‘dcre<l to the 
front, They were all dressed in ihcir most gaud^’' 
dresses, of various shapes and colours, according 
to the taste of the wearer 5 but all of tlic head- 
men woie silver gauntlets, and a profusion of 
beads and anklets, gcneially made of a common 
small iion chain, in substance similar to a liorso- 
collar chain used in England, but the Ihilcs merely 
closed^ not welded. Others of loAvcr rank, or 
second, as they are called (for each headman has 
his second), were dressed in their military dross. 
Several of the principal men were also disguised in 
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inaslcs and clowns’ drcsnes, wlu) povformod auiioj^ 
and all manner of bullboncvy. Some liiul on luuHks 
resembling the head of a bear^ others (luit of n 
monkey. Some also diaplayod a pair of silver 
horns fixed on the forehead by a baiulciui. About 
ten yards in front of the place where his jMajesty 
lay^ three skulls were placed on the grounib form- 
ing an cc[uilatcral triangle^ about three feet apart. 
At a little distance from the three last-uained 
skulls a calabash was placed, eontaiaiug several 
skulls of distinguished men taken or killed In 
war. Oil a low stool was also placed a large 
imitation ol'a skull in silyor, but a very indifieveiit 
imitation, of Portugueso tmmulacturo ; and Hoven 
standards, with ridiiuilons tUwicos nuh'ly (uit. (rom 
different- Co Ion red <‘lollu and sewed on them, (‘hietly 
relating to their defeat, of llu^, Mi\h('e or MaluH*'*' 
people, a country about six days’ jourm^ ((» flie 
northward of Dalionu^y, The pole of each stand- 
ard was mounted with the skull of a cabocaicr, or 
ruler of a town* 

It would appear that the ]\'talicos hatl many 
skirmishes with the Dahomans. On one occa- 
sion a trading party went from Dahomey to tlio 
Maliec country to traffic, but were robbed of their 
goods and murdered* This clrciuustancc so on-, 
raged the King of Dahomey that lie immedi- 
ately collected all his soldiers, male and female^ 
’•* Makce is pronounce fl Mahee in the Kong mountains. 
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and marclied them into tlic oneniy’s country. His 
ariny^ however, returned without either a nego- 
tiation or gaining a victory. Whereupon the 
King ordered liis soldiers to return immediately, 
with orders to destroy the capital within three 
clays. Accordingly, they returned by foi'ced 
marches^, and reached the capital of the Mahee 
country, which was found to be strongly fenced 
round with the same prickly bush I have already 
mentioned. The same night, or early on the fol- 
lowing morning, the female soldiers took the place, 
with the King and his wives, and a great iminbcr 
of his headmen, Avithout any resistance, and in 
three days the Dahomans (according to tlieir own 
account) took one hundred, and tweaty-six towns, 
making the greater part of the enemy prisoners, 
and putting to death those who offered any re- 
sistance. This was the last great Avar in which 
the Dahomans had been engaged. 

Near the King were placed several lai’gc staffs 
or walking-sticks, with a skull fixed on the upper 
end of each, the stick j^assing through the skull 
so as to leave about seven inches of the stick 
above the skull for the hand when walking. The 
stick is about four and. a half feet long, and is 
used as the ancient pilgrim’s staff, being grasped 
perpendicularly, thumb upwards. 

In a short time his Majesty expressed his wish 
to dance, Avhich Avas approved of by all the people 
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by loud yells ai)cl ilie iiriiig of muskets. The 
King then caiue forward to the open space in 
fronts where tlie three skulls were placed^ and 
commenced a dance, or latlier elephantine motion, 
(he movement being all in the hips and shoulders. 
After moving in this way about one minute, his 
Majesty look one of the staffs and skulls, and re- 
commenced d«ancing amongst the three skulls, which 
lay on the ground. lie then ordered a cigar to 
be lighted for him, and began siuoking; at the 
same time lie folded his arms, with the staff under 
his arms, resting with his breast on the top of 
the skull, and displaying all the indifference pos- 
sible. Tie then advanced towards me and gave 
me a cigar, and again dcbirecl me to drinlc his 
health, lie asked me if T should like to ho pre- 
sent on the following day to witness the execu- 
tion of four (men) traitors, and proffered me the 
honour of being the executioner. This honour, 
however, I declined; but lie pi'esscd me, observing 
he should like to see the capability of my sword, 
which ho admired much. I told him that I would 
rather save a man’s life than take it, unless in iny 
own defence, This he admitted was all very good, 
but asked me whether I should like to save the 
life of a person who had attempted the life of my 
Queen ? I, of course, replied. Certainly not. Then 
he told me that the crime of these men was similar. 
His Majesty now retired, and shortly afterwards 



24:8 


TRAVELS IN 


sent me a second supply of provisions in several 
large calabaslies^ as wide as the old Winchester 
husholj containing fowls, mutton, and porh. 

The sonps made here arc very superior, though 
perhaps too hotly seasoned for European palates. 
Owing to the great concourse of people the heat was 
so great as to cause a drowsiness to come over me 
in consequence of sitting so long. His Majesty, 
observing this, very condescendingly forwarded to 
me a fine silver snuff-box, desiring me to take a 
pinch, at the same lime directing his prime 
minister to tell me not to remain any longer than 
I felt inclined ; but as T was aware lliat the Avholo 
affair had been got up at an cuonnous expense, 
entirely on my account, I returned my tluinks, 
and informed the messenger that I enjoyed it 
much, and remained a considerable time longer, 
after which I begged leave to retire. He sent 
a messenger with his cane, In the evening, to ask 
how I was after sitting so long. 

14:th.— Again I visited the palace at half-past 
eight o^clock. The head, or commander, of one 
of his Majesty’s female regiments, named God- 
thimay, placed herself on her knees close to the 
three human skulls ; and a regiment (before men- 
tioned) who Idlled the alligator, presented them- 
selves on their knees in tens, and Godthimay, as 
their spokesman, harangued the multitude and 
the King, extolling the valour of these women. 



WESTIilKN AFIUCA, 


249 


When the lianingue way ovoi*^ Godtliiinay pansod 
along the kneeling rank, and placing a hand in 
succession upon the iicad of oach^ diauiisaod them, 
and ten more occupied tliciv place until this tedious 
ceremony was completed. 

The ceremonies of tins clay were nearly a repe- 
tition of those of yesterday, till tlio time arrived 
(an liour before sunset) when tlie four traitors 
were brought into the sc|uarG for execution. They 
marched through the luob, or assembled crowd, 
apparently as little concerned aw the speelators, 
who seemed more cheerful than before the prisoners 
made tlioir appearance, as if they were ])leaBcd 
with the prospect of a ehaiigo of p(‘)*rovmaiu‘e, 
Tlie prisouers were marched chiso past nio in 
slow time, oousequeiitly J liud a gocid o])p<u*l unity 
of aiiniitcly observing them, jiarhenlavly as ev<‘ry 
person remained ou his kueew with (lie (excep- 
tion of myself and the guard who a(Mioiu})jmied tlie 
prisoners. 

They were all young men of the middle 
and appeared to be of one family, or at least oi' the 
same tribe of Mahees, who are much hetter 
ing than tlie people of tlie coast. Each luau was ^ 
gagged with a short piece of wood, with a Buuill 
strip of white cotton tied round each end of the 
stick, and passed round the pole* This was to pre- 
vent them from speaking. They were arranged in 
line, kneeling belbrc tlieKing. The head gong-gong 
M 3 
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man then gave four boats on the gong, as one — 
tw'O, and one — two^ the upper part of the gong- 
gong being smaller than the lower, and thus render- 
ing the sounds dlifcrcnt, similar to our public 
clocks ill England when striking the quarierb. 
After the four beats, the gong man addressed the 
culprits upon the enormity of tlieir crime and the 
justice of their sentence. During this lenglliened 
liarangiie the gong-gong was struck at short in- 
teryalb, which gave a sort of awful solemnity to 
the scene. After this, tlio men wore suddenly 
marched some dibtance back from hia Majesty, who 
on this occasion refused to witness the execution. 
The men were then ordered to kneed in lino about 
nine foci apart, their hands being lied in front of 
the body, and the elbows held behind by two men, 
the body of the culprit bending forward. Poor old 
Mayho, ^vho is an excellent man, was the proi>er 
executioner. lie held the knife or bill-liook to me, 
but I again declined the honour ; when the old man, 
at one blow on the hack of the neck, divided the 
head from the body of the first culprit, with the 
exception of a small portion of the skin, which 
was separated by passing the knife underneath. 
Unfortunately, the second man was dreadfully 
mangled, for the poor fellow, at the moment 
the blow was struck having raised his head, the 
knife struck in a slanting direction, and only 
made a large wound 5 the next blow caught him 
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on the back of tlie htnuh ^v1h‘1i the bi'iilu jH’o- 
traded. The poor fellow istru^glod vloleiill) . 'The 
third sti'oke caught hhu ucrot^s tlie fehoahUu--', 
inflicting a dreadful gash, ddic next eaviglvt luiu 
on the iicck, wliicli was twice repoatoth ddic 
officer steadying the criminal now lost his hold 
on account of the blood which rushed from the 
blood-vcfofecls on all vvlio were near. Pour old 
Mayho, now quite palsied, took hold uf the Iieiuh 
and after twisting it foc\era,l limes round, separated 
it from the still con v id sod and si niggling trunk* 
During the hitler part of (luh dUgusilng exeeiv- 
tlon the head presented au awl id spctilaele, the 
distortion of the feaUireH, and the ey (‘balls com- 
pletely u]>tuvned, giving it a hori'id ii))ju‘uraiu‘e. 
The next imm, p<>o)‘ iidlow, wild liis i'yes piirliully 
shut and head drooping forwai‘d ju'iii' lo tlu' ground, 
reuialiied all tliis (lino iu HiLS()eurie ; ensling a 
partial gliiiiee ou tlie lusul whiei\ was now <‘lo.si' 
to liiin, and llic trunk draggtsl eloMi past liim, 
the blood still rushing from it like a fountain. 
May ho refused to uuike another attcmqit, and 
another man acted in hiti steady and at one blosv 
separated the spinal bone, but did not entirely 
separate tlic head from the body. Tliis wa^ 
finished in the same manner as the first. However^ 
the fourth ciilinat was not so fortunate, his head 
not being separated till after throe stroices. Tlic 
body afterwards rolled over several times, 
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wlicn the blood sx)urtcd over my face and 
clothes. 

The most disgiisLmg part of this al)onnriablc and 
barbarous execution was that of an old ill-looking 
wretch, who, like the numerous vultures, stood 
with a small calabash in his hand, ready to catch 
the blood from each individu£il, which he greedily 
devoured before it had escaped one minute from the 
veins. The old wretch had the impudence to put 
some rum in the blood and asic me to drinlc ; at 
that moment I could with good heart have sent a 
bullet through his head. IBoforc execution, the 
victim is furnished with a clean white clotli to tie 
round tlic loins. After dccni)!tatioii the body ls 
I mmediately dragged olf by tlie heels, to a laigc 
pit at a considerable distance from the town, and 
thrown therein, and is immediately devonrod by 
wolves and vnlturea, which are here so ravenous, 
that they will almost take your victuals from you. 

June 20tli. — I again visited the palace, to attend 
the custom or lioliday. The commencomont of 
this day’s amusement presented a most ludicrous 
scene. Four tall men, singularly dressed, and with 
bullocks’ tails tied so as to hang over their hips 
behind, arranged themselves in line, in front of his 
Majesty, and by passing at the side step, lowering 
and poising the body by tlie bend of the knee, 
caused the tail to make a circular motion of a dis- 
gusting appearance. This was considered one of 
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tlic most hiterCfeting' parts of this performnuco of 
bufFoonciy, 

I forgot to mcutioii that the palaoo wlikh 1 
visited this clay was different from tliat wlilch 1 
visited on the two previous days. In the entrances 
of the doors, human skulls were built in the 
walls, about half the skull projecting beyond the 
surface of tlie walls. After a munbei* of intro- 
ductions, similar to tliobo on the former days, ihe 
King’s laotlior entered the court, prccoclod by 
six woinoj), carrying large brass pans filled with 
skulls, with shank hemes fixed perpend ieuhirly to 
the outside of the puns. Another pan, covered 
with scarlet cloth, as also tsvo other pots of an 
oval bliapc, ucre carried on the heads of fo- 
nialcb, with a bkuU placed on the top, or ov(U' ihe 
inontli of eadu After parading iho'^e different 
vcsscite round tlic paiaec-yard, they w(ne placed 
on the ground, in front of sevcial oahihashos 
(previously placed there), coutaiiung a luimher of 
scalps. The King’s mother is a stout old lady of 
about ciglity years of age, and was dressed in a 
ricli silk velvet tunic of crimson, with a large robe 
or train supported by two women. Her head is 
covered with an immense large Spaiiisli beaver 
hat of nine inches brim, trimmed with gold lace. 
The mother placed herself in front of the King, and 
prostrated herself, throwing dirt or earth over her 
old grey hair; like all the others, no distinction 
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being niiule in her ease. The old woman thou got 
up and danced before his Majesty ; and at this 
moment, the King’s grandmother arrived. She is 
still more stout than the motlicrj and although 
about one hundred years of age, still preserves her 
plumpness and syninictry. 

These two ancient dames both joined in the 
dance, and it was certainly surprising to sec with 
what agility they moved, considering their years. 
They again pi’ost rated themselves, and advanced 
towards Ida Majesty on their knees. After a short 
conversation tlmj dislribiiled a large quantity of 
cowries amongst their head people. The cowries 
arc all strung on a piece of grass, forty cowries on 
each string. Fifty strings is a head, and tlui value 
of a dollar of silver. The King’s priiielpal or 
favourite wives wear coronets of silver, as well as 
the wives of his principal ministei*s. Sonic of the 
King’s wives also wear a short dagger, shinlar to 
those worn by young midshipmen in the British 
iSTavy, stuck between a bandeau and the liead, 
point downwards. His Majesty came, as uaual^ 
to my canopy and shook hands with mo. Inquiring 
after my health, and desired to drink to mo ; but, 
after a moment’s consideration, proposed the health 
of the Queen of England first. After drinking to 
Her Majesty, the King drank my health, and In 
return I drank his health. His Majesty then de- 
si)‘Gd all his headmen to draw near, and begged me 
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to play tlie Jew’s liarp^ with one oC which I had 
presented hinn This ancient IbLachtish inslmmont 
afforded iimch sweeter music than tlicir bullocks’ 
lioms and elcpliauts’ tecth^ and was consequently 
much admired* The King next desired me to play 
while he danced to niy uiuslc, and afterwards desired 
me to dance with him and play the while. It 
rather a diffioult task to dance and piny the Jew’s 
harj) at the same time. However, as this was con- 
sidered the Ingliefct mark of lionour which could pos- 
sibly be conferied upon me, civility would not allow 
mo to refuse; and altliough inever was an oxccllent 
dancer, I did my best on this occasion, and gained 
the applause of his Majesty, as well as the deafen- 
ing applause of all present, except the iVshantecs 
and some Portuguese, who were exircmcly jealous 
of ino, pai’ticLilarly as tlie King never cond(3- 
soendod to Jif)ti(*e any of them during their stay at 
Dahomey, flxrthcr than by sending tliom pi o visions 
daily, as is the King’s habit during tins annual 
festival or cnatuin* 

This day his Majesty gave away to his people 
eight hundred head of cowries, and gave me 
five head and a gallon of rum for dancing with 
him. lie tlicn desired me to play to and 
dance with Lis favourite wives, after -which he 
sent plenty of provisions for myself and people. 
The amusement terminated in a similar way to 
tliose on the preceding day, and in the evening I 
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returned hoinC;, tlirougli a dense crowd of people 
scarcely passable for the space ol‘ half a mile. 

After tills I did not visit the palace till the 19th, 
when his Majesty de>sircd my presence. The 
ceremony on this day was much the same as on 
the previous mentioned days, but the King seemed 
rather disinclined to let me proceed any farther, 
until I should take a message from him to England 
for the Queen of England, and that upon iny 
return I should be welcome to go through any 
part of his kingdom, together with as many 
Englishmen as I ihougkt proper to bring with me. 
However, I informed him that it Avas impossible 
for me to do as I could not return till 1 luul 
visited and passed over the Kong Mountaius; and 
that my objects were jiurcly scientific, and as 
much fo]' his benefit as that of others. This, 
he said, he doubted not, for lie would never sus- 
pect an Englishman of any thing unjust, or unbe- 
coming the character of so great a nation ; but as 
he himself could not write, he was anxious to send 
me as his messenger to the Queen of England. 
I informed him that the Queen of England never 
received any communication of importance verbally, 
but that it must be rediicecl to writing, and I volun- 
teered to be his scribe for that purpose. For this 
he returned me thanks, and then at once consented 
to alloAv me to proceed, promising also to send a 
guard of honour Avith me through the Mahee 
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conntryj with whom the Diiliunuiny liave of late 
been at war. IIo seems very cloublful of my 
safety beyond hla capital^ although ho docs not 
confess it. lie lias so lately conq^ucred that 
country, that I do not believe the King has groat 
confidence in them, farther than their dread of the 
law compels them. However, he informed ino 
that I must wait a week or ten days, till he could 
arrange wliich of the cabocccrs, or headmen, to 
send with mo. 

tliis period till my march for the Kong 
Mountains I j>assod my time heavily, rarely taking 
any exercise, on account of the ridiculous custom 
of being obliged to turn out of the road if any of 
the King’s wives flliould meet you. Tlicy ai'c in all 
parts of the town and uolglihourhoud, cniployodj 
on differ cut <lonu‘btic oceupalious, hut j)i’inclj)a]ly 
in carrying food in inniKniyo gourds or cahihabhca 
on the head, containing iwovisioub for tlie King b 
minisfcci’S and principal incu, who, alihoiigh they 
live in their own houses with their families, yet 
are fill furnished with food by the King, which is 
prepared in the palace. 

The njipi’oach of the King’s wives is always ■ 
aiinoiuiccd by the ringing of a small bell, which » 
Is carried by a female servant or slave, who in- 
variably precedes tliem. The moment this bell 
is heard all persons, whether male or female, 
turn their backs, but the males must retire to 
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a certain distance. lu passing througli the town 
this is one of the most intolenihle nuisances. 
Several other customs exist, one or two of which 
it may he well to mention. On |)^ssing many 
different places, either in hammock or on horbC- 
liack, the traveller is obliged to get out and walk, 
and upon passing out of the town from Dahomey 
towards the coast, arc a sort of custom-houses, 
where your pass is demanded. 

This IS all very well, but the nuisance does not 
end here. Should you have a u urn her of fowls as 
presents in Daliomey (which is mostly the case) 
and should any one of the cocks crow in passing, 
or while you wait to he Inicirogatod hy tlio ap- 
pointed officer, the cock is seized as tlic King’s 
property ; or if more than one crow, the oHenders, 
as many as they may be, are seized. TTowever, 
I am (^ulte convinced from what I have already 
seen of the King, that he might easily be persuaded 
to abolish many of these ridiculous observances. 
In fact, he is doing away with many absurd 
customs : for instance, until last year the King’s 
head caboceers were allowed, upon the death of any 
of their relations, to sacrifice as many of their own 
domestic slaves as they choose ; but this year he 
has abolished that power in the caboceers, T 
believe this humane change has been principally 
brought about through the advice of Mr. Freeman, 
who i& much in favour with hia Majesty. 
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The King lias also abolislicd through Ihc wliole 
of Ills extensive dominions (both Dahoinau and 
Malice) the power of putting to dcatli any crimi- 
nal found guiliy of any crime affecting life or 
limb. The criminal has now the power of appeal 
to a court established at Dahoineyj for the pur- 
pose of hearing such cases. I have myself been 
present at two of those api)cals. The parties, in 
one instance^ were from the Kong Mountains, cou- 
sidered in this country a veiy great distance off. 
Ilis Majesty acted as judge, and, although botli 
2>arties had previously bccu condcuined to death, 
tliey were liberated by liiiii ; his Majesty object- 
ing to tlic efficiency of the (ividcuce against the 
accused. Tlic Xving’s crosb-(|_ucb lions to the wit- 
nesses -were veiy shrewd. 

The King pobsosscb talent tar beyoiid the ge- 
nerality of liis subjects; in fact, hia noble mind 
seems to have been formed to govern. Ilis 
subjects seem happy and contented under his 
government; particularly now^ since slaves are 
only extorted Ifom neighbouring kingdoms, who 
are either deemed hostile, or declared such through 
some frivolous excuse. But as soon as this 
source of revenue is exhausted, in all proba- 
bility recourse will be bad to contributions upon 
his own subjects. Domestic slavery to the native 
is, as I have frequently observed, nothing more in 
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the interior than easy servitude ; the slave in the 
Malice country is the same as one of the family. 
They cat tog ether, work together, and arc in every 
way associated together as one family. Their la- 
bour is always easy, and they arc much better pro- 
vided for than llicy could provide for themselves. 

But the lioirois of the slave-trade commence 
when the kings of any country or kingdom of any 
magnitude arc in want of slaves. Some pretence 
is then made for making Avliat they call war, al- 
though it is iiotliing more than a slave-hunt. This 
is conduclcd in the following manner : — Tlic point 
of attack is probably icconnoitrcd by one individual 
during the day, who tlieii rctiies, most likely iiii- 
suspected of any evil design. Tlie allacking i)arty 
is afterwards niiirchcd close to the town, and about 
two hours before daybreak an impetuous rush is 
made upon the place, which is (in the interior) ge- 
nerally surrounded by a broad close-growing fence 
of a very dangerous prickly bush, about fifteen feet 
liigh. Such, however, is the practice and dexterity 
of the King of Dahomey’s female soldiers, that this 
terrible fence is scarcely deemed an obstacle. Then 
commences the dreadful slaughter and capture. 
The people, in general, are asleep when the attack is 
begun, and when roused so suddenly, and perhaps 
their house already on fire, make some resist- 
ance, whereupon they are instantly put to death. 
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Tlie others arc tied round ilic neck witli apiece of 
small grass ropc^ each soldier having lliat article 
as well as a piece of cliallc. Each soldier uses his 
own private mark on tlie buck of as many slaves 
as he may capture, and also secures the scalps of 
as many as he murders in the attack. After all is 
over, these slaves and scalps ai'c presented to the 
King or chief, who gives each soldier according to 
the amount of his capture a sum of cowiies, as 
well as allows him to attach a cowrie to the stock 
of his gun, which is rcclconcd an honouraldo 
distinction, and is given tis medals to civilized 
armies. 

Tlieir molhod of fixing these oowries to the 
slock of the guu is as follows: — The gun-stock is 
first smeared witli blood from the victim (when 
time will allow), coat after coat, Tintll a certain 
thickness is obtained; the cowrie is then piesscd 
into the crusi ol' blood, which vSoon dries. Some 
of the old soldiers have their gim-stoekB ctitlrcly 
covered with cowries, altliougJi one cowrie only is 
given for each victim. This is a vcjy cruel regu- 
lation, as it not only stimulates the soldier indi- 
vidually to miu'dcr, but also excites a jealousy 
hi those who do not possess an equal number of 
distinctions, so that when the next opportunity 
occurs, it is still more marked by unrelenting 
cruelty. 
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Next to murder we muy consider the cruelly of 
tearing away the husband from the wife, and cliil- 
dren from the parent^ without the slightest remorse. 
It is true, the soldiers themselves liavc many of 
them experienced the same treatment, although 
this circumstance does not alter the atrocity of 
the proceeding, It is well, indeed, for these unfor- 
tunate creatures, that Nature has withheld from 
them the finer and warmer feelings of our nature 
possessed by their paler brethren. It Avill seem 
strange to many, hut it ih no loss true, that the 
majority of Africans will soli their own offspring 
for a good price, with much loss reluctance than 
an Englishman would part with a favourite dog. 
I have often been snipriscd to obsenwe how soon 
these newly captured slaves foi’gct Ihoir situation 
and sorrows. When a meal of kiuikie ami palm- 
oil is put before them all their sorrow seems to be 
forgotten. 

In fact, it can scarcely be otherwise, when 
we reflect upon the example always before their 
eyes. One man has as many Avives as he can pur- 
chase or support ; I should rather say, the wives 
support the husband, for they do all the laborious 
part of the work, while the husband, as I have 
before stated, lies at home, indulging in tobacco 
and rum, or in gambling. All the neighbouring 
markets are attended by the Avives, with different 
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«nrtlcles for sale, anrl flic profits iwe handed oyer to 
the husband. The husband also disposes oF any of 
his wives when he chooses^, as well as the children,, 
so that when you see u family by one man collected 
togetlier, you arc quite unable to trace any family 
likeness of one to another ; and their iTgarcl for 
each other is just as little us between strangers in 
England. 

June 22d. — The King sent me a very fine young 
bull, a gout, and two fowls, two bags oi‘ meal, and 
one of salt ; and on the following day Mayho sent 
me a fine gout and two fowls. 

24tlu — I rode out ; ))ut was much annoyed by 
being obliged to got off my borso at certain 
places to walk. On the 27th I detcoled my 
Sierra Leone man, wlio acted as niy Interpreter, 
stealing cowries, although I gave him good pay 
and food; the same ns I partook oJTny^clfi This 
same man had received a good Ihiglibli educa- 
tion ; it appeans, however, that nothing can make 
an African honest at heart. 

On the 29th the King sent for me, and expressed 
his want of a large bed-cover, fifteen feet by six, 
of red and blue velvet, showing me the pattern, as 
well as many other rich patterns. On the 30th 
he again sent for me. requesting me to give Ills 
compliments to the Queen of England, and beg 
her to send him fifty yards of red, white, blue, 
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and gucen silk. TIo also allowed me iiumcvoiis 
patterns of rich silk and silk velvet robes^ riolily 
emliroidered Avith gold. Tliia day he also showed 
me a very singular piece of patcliAvoik^ compobed 
of pieces of cloth from every pait of the world 
where cloth is manufactured. It Avas of all 
colours^ and Avas six hundred yards long by two 
yards wide. The King talccs great pride in this 
noble piece of patchwork. 

July 2d . — A very singular and intcrc&ling In- 
cident occurred to my Sierra Loonc servant. I sent 
him out to market lo purchabc homo vegetables, 
accompanied by another man to carry what he 
might purchabC, as thcbC Sierra Leone Idack 
gentry (llbeiated slaves) arc luo |)r()ii(l to carry 
anything Avhen parsing along tlie market. lie 
observed an old Avoman, Avlioni he thought much 
to resemble his motlicr. The poor old woman, 
too, scrutinized his features witli much Interest* 
To the great surprise of both, tlicy soon recog- 
nised in each other a mother and son. Tliis 
circumstance would not have come to my know- 
ledge had the mother and lier daughter not called 
at the gate of my house on the folloAving day, re- 
questing to see her son. It happened to ho my 
dinner-hour, and he Avas absent. Not knowing 
the reason of his absence at the time when he 
kncAv I required him, I asked for an explanation. 
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Tic then reluctantly told me that his mother had 
called upon him. As T was very incrediilous 
about the truth of this^ for this is a very fre- 
q^uent pretence when an excuse is required, I 
desired to see her. Accordingly the poor old 
wo lan, with her daughter and son-in-law, were 
introduced to me, and I desired them to sit 
doAVii, that I might have an ojoportunity of learn- 
ing something of their history. I asked my ser- 
vant why he had not mentioned the circumstance 
on the previous day, whereupon he conh'ssed that 
he was ashamed to iiil reduce Ins OAvn mother, be- 
cause she was old aud coarsely clad. 

Their hislory ran as follows; — About twenty 
years ago the son, my iiitciqu-cier, was (‘apturod 
in the Anna goo couilftry, and was can led down to 
the coasi, uoi by the Dahomans, l)ut by the King 
of Kadagvy^s people. From Ihulagry ho was 
shipped on board a slaver for ilic Bnwlls, Init the 
ship was taken by an English cruiser, and brought 
into Sierra Leone. Here, with five hundred 
more, he was liberated and educated; but, un- 
fortunately, his education proved more to his dis- 
advantage than otherwise, as it tended to aid his 
villanous disposition. This man being young at the 
time of hi^ capture could give me uo information 
respecting his native place, consequently no per- 
son knew his country, but which could only bo 
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ascertained L7 the scars or marks 011 the fiico, Rdtli 
whicli each countiy distii)guishcs its o^v'■n people. 
The Yarriba people arc very much disfigured; 
but the Dahomans arc not marked at all, oxco2'>t 
such marks or tattooing as the parents may choose 
to inflict on the lower parts of the person by Avay 
of ornament. 

Within the last few years the power of the King 
of Dahomey has ra^iidly increased, while that oC 
the neiglihouring kings and clilofs lias decreased 
in the same x^roportloii ; and the kingdom of Da- 
homey greatly enlarged, soiuctlnios by llic addition 
of twenty towns, and a huge extent of country 
to his dominions, during his annual war, or rather^ 
slave hunt, wliich is (as 1 liavc before sta(ed) 
carried on with great cruelty'and buj'barity. TJiis 
has been probably more particularly cruel oa 
account of all the surrounding kings and chiefs 
having declared an alliance with each othci*, and a 
determination to make a distaff of the King of(\ 
Dahomey’s head. Such a declaration is always^' 
sufficient for the Dahomans to go to war against 
any country ; and, as the King is very powerful, 
he is always successful ; and consequently, pos- 
sesses a great number of slaves. About six years 
ago the Annagoos made an attack on one of the 
Dahoinan frontier towns, committing every species! 
of cruelty. In consequence of this, the King of* 



Dtiliomcy dctci'iuliicd to puuisli tliciu, wliich he 
efFectually did. The Aiiuagoos ave a very had 
people. Amongst the prisoners taken were the 
mother and sister of my servant already mentioned. 
In consequence of the age of the mother^ she 
was placed in one of the country palaces^ merely 
to assist in keeping It clean. They had plenty 
of food, and the privilege of attending any of the 
neighbouring niai'kets they may think proper. 
By this means the prisoners (if they may he so 
termed) obtain any little ])riYatc luxury. Tlie 
King is very kind both to liis slaves and frc<' 
people, Althougl] no individual in his domi- 
nion can be called free, yet a great distinction 
is made. His domestic slaves per form all the 
laborious duties of the liouscliold ; yet his no- 
bles and head men and women are not less sub- 
servient U) him in their diiferent capacAlics.- -But 
I am digressing. Ihvoniy years had now elapsed 
since the son had been separated Iroiu his mother, 
and he supposed his mother to be long since dead; 
while the mother was quite ignorant of the fate of 
her son, I felt groat interest in this meeting; but 
sucli is the general brutality of nature in these 
slave countricsj that the niecting seemed to excite 
little of the Avarmer feelings of human nature ; 
in fact, they seemed to regard tlic circiunstancc 
as no more than any ordinary event. I asked 
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my servant if lie wislied Ills iiiotliGr to be llbc- 
ratccb and allowed to go home with him to Why- 
dalij Ills residence. At first ho seemed grate- 
ful for the proposal ^ but, after a fcAV days, when 
Ills mother again called, and I offered to make a 
request to the TCiiig to grant his mother and sister 
their liberty, he began to hesitate and ciilcnlate 
the additional expense which it would entail upon 
himself. Although this could not exceed one half- 
pomiy per day, he said, that us they seemed to be 
comfortable, they had better reiuaiii whore tliey 
were, 

Such was the filial gratitude ot‘ an oduciiied 
African, wlio had not seen his parent for m^arly 
twenty years ; and, although the poor oh I mother 
was anxious to be witli her son, the licartloBs 
fellow sccined glad to shake off the connexion, 
and to avoid the opportunity, which under sucli 
civciimstanccs seldom occurs, of being reunited 
with the parent from whom he had been so ruth- 
lessly torn. 

July 3d. — My white servant being without 
shoes, I this day made him a pair of iintanncd 
Lullock’s hide. According to lixs statement, he 
was a French Canadian. lie came to me from an 
American brig which arrived at Whydah with a 
cargo of tobacco. The vessel was sold by the cap- 
tain for four thousand dollars Lo the Portuguese? 
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and sailed in a few clays after with six hujulied 
slaves on board. This clrcumbtauc0;> it will bo 
recollected, is noticed in a former part of my 
Journal. My servant, at first, appeared a veiy 
good trust-worthy man, and boasted greatly of 
Ills courage and q[ualifi cations for travelling in 
Africa. But I observed to-day that he had been 
drinking, and determined to watch him. Going 
shortly afterwards into my store-room I caught 
him ill the act of stealing cowries; he had also 
stuffed the sleeve of my coat, which was laying 
on a bamboo-table, with them. Upon remon- 
strating with him, hi‘ flow into a violent p.is- 
sioTi, using the most disgusting languages and 
at the same time di.iwiiig a l)ut(‘liei’a eias])-knire, 
willi wliich I liad ciii rusted liim, and witli whieli 
he threateiK'd to murder me. It was now time to 
act on the defensive. T Huecceded in knocking 
him down, and, after having secured tlic knife, 
I flogged ]}hn with a nmall liding-wliip, and 
discharged him. Witli all his boasted valour, he 
was afraid to return alone to Wliydah, and still 
more afraid to remain in Daliomcy, till my re- 
turn from the Kong Mountains. I had not 
determined on making any report of the cir- 
Giimstance to any person of power in Dahomey, 
lest it might act prejudicially in regard to the 
good opinion formed of Englislimen ; but to my 
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surprise, in less than an hour after llio occur" 
rencc liad Lakcn place, the King dcs^patchcd my 
fiieucl ]\Iaylio to ascertain the facts of the whole 
affair. 

After hearing mj story, I could not lielp ad- 
miring his shrewdness and anxiety to Investigate 
the affair honestly. Calling the fellow into the 
apartment, he questioned him. The inquiry 
lasted a full hour ; after which, Slayho ad- 
dressed njy servant as follows: — 

(such was Ills name,) I have carefully invest l- 
gated this affair ; and, from your own confession, 
I find you guilty of one of the greatest crimes 
you could commit against the Dahoinaii laws, 
and I regret much to fuicl a while man guilty 
of such a crime. However, I am very glad Lo 
find that you arc not an Englishman. Had you 
heen ahlack man, your head would liavehccu struck 
off to-morrow *, and even now, if your master 
makes a formal complaint to the King, your pun- 
ishment will be severe. However, I shall leave 
the case entirely to the discretion of your master.” 

Upon hearing this, I begged that no more notice 
might be taken of the affair, and at the same time, 
gave him some cowries to pay his expenses from 
Dalioihey to Why dab. But he was afraid to go 
by himself. He begged Mayho to allow him 
a person to accompany Hm, This request, how- 
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ever, wasperemptovlly refused, and he was as&uicd, 
that if he were such a coward as not to dare to go 
by himself, he was not worthy of any indulgence. 
He was told he might remain at Dahomey till my 
return from the Kong Mountains, or accompany 
me, if I thought proper. The poor creature 
aclcno\yledged his dread of accompanying me to the 
Kong Mountains, and also his fear of remaining 
alone in Dahomey till my return. Whereupon 
May ho got so exasperated with the coward, that 
he declared he would compel him to accompany 
me to the mountains. This declaration, of course, 
left him no alternative. So, accordingly, tlie 
matter was arranged. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 


Dcpfiituro for the Kong Mouatame — My Dalioman Guards and 
then bevcial Duties — The King s Wife — Neiglihoiuing lCioorQ’3 
— Soil and Aspect of the Countiy — Yaiicd SceuGiy—Cana — 
Bobay— lUnesa of my Servant — Immense Bloeks of Gianite — 
Custom hotiso — Duties imposed— MiWci Laii-i cstuhli&licd— 
Dtheno— Tiavclling Tiudeis— The A/owah Destruction of 
the Shea Butlei-tiee— Its Mamifactuic dochuod to bo lawful 
— Descuptioii of Lius Tiec — Immense fountains —Itiuns oi 
Manual wa — Deqtimtiou of ihal Toivii by the DabomaiiH — 
Beautiful Scenery — Maiktts -ScLta Duin— - Uci-opLion liy the 
Cabotcoi — Danco iiciioniicd by him — ScLia Suenado - 
Supply of PioMsions — Cufltoin of Tasling — The CVibococi’u 
SpoGcIi— The Natives cxpoiL as Cookn— Vaiicly ol Kood — 
Palm Oil— Ocuo — ricsouts iiom the Caboceci— Tlic WuIow'h 
M ite — llarmlofcs Deception — PieRcnis to the Nalivcs — Oaiico 
perfoimed by the SoldioiB — Situation of Sotta; itB Soil, &c. — 
Its Population. 


July 9tii. — According to a preYioiis arrange- 
xnent witliliia Majesty lespccting my journey to the 
Kong ]\Ioiintaius, whicli are situated in the Maliee 
conntiy^ at an early hour this morning 1 was 
awoke by the sound of drums and horns from a 
band assembled in my court-yard. My good old 
friend Mayho entered my apartment soon aftorj 
announcing that my guard was all ready for the 
march. Upon this, I made preparations for 
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got ting my own 2)caplc ready as qnlcldy as pos- 
sible. This was no easy task^ for the Afrloan is 
naturally blow and indolcut^ and my people^ inorc- 
owerj were principally people from Whydali, who, 
like most of tlicir race, arc great cowards when, 
at any distance from their own country; more 
especially ^ycre they so on tliis occasion, as they 
knew I was going through llie Malice country, 
iliG Inhabitants of which were known to be a fierce 
and warlike people. However, after some con- 
siderable delay and grnnibUng, I got myself and 
party ready; but even tlicn bcveral of the lazy 
fellows raised an objection to proceeding, alleging 
that their loads were not well propoi'lloncth Upon 
using the horsewhip, Ijowovcr, prclly sharply 
union gbt til cm, 1 enforced obcdicTmc. 

The cap fill 11 of my giuud begged me not to 
trouble m^^^clf to puiibh (ho men, telling me (liat 
I had incroly to point out any individual who 
might bliow any inclination io disol )ediciie.e or 
mibconduct, and he would punisli him bcvcrcly. 
He said he was well acquainted with the character 
of the Whydali people; ^^Eesides,^’ he ob&erved, 
the King had given him strict orders to watch 
them narrowly, on account of their thievish pro- 
pensities.” This being said in the presence of all 
the Whydah people seemed to take them much 
aback; but it had an excellent effect, as all my 
y 3 
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orders were given throngli the captain of my 
guard. Tliey were also aware that in Dahomey 
theft Is punishable with death. After Maylio had 
fallen in^ and inspected the guard, I was desired 
to parade them myself, which, to satisfy myself 
of the efficiency of the men and their equip- 
inentsj as well as to see their store of ammunition, 
I did. 

My guard I found consisted of a hundred 
picked men, who had all been through the late wars 
in that 2:>art of tho Kong Mountains which I ivas 
now about to visit. This aiTangcmcut was made 
with a view to give me every information respect- 
ing the country we might pasd through. After 
iiiy inspection, Mayho, as well as the officers, 
seemed much gratified to fine! that every thing 
was to my entire satisfacllon, Mayho next called 
out all the officers and petty officers of my guard, 
explaining the several duties of the various ranks. 
Amongst them were two whoso duties were of a 
very peculiar nature. The fii\^t was a cahoceer, a 
man of great trust, and a native of the Malice 
country, through which I should pass. He was 
selected on account of his superior knowledge of 
that country. His instructions were to walk in 
advance of my horse’s head, not more than five 
yards, so as to be near me, to answer any inquiry 
I might make respecting the country. His duty 
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was also to point out;, by strllcing wltli a stick;, 
any obslaclo iu tlie narrow paths ^ along which 
we should pass, so as to prevent my horse 
stumbling. 

The next person who was introduced had the 
rank or title of the King's Wife* This rank 
seemed to me to be very absurd, for the indi- 
vidual was an uncommonly fine young man. 
I was BOOH made awaic on what account this title 
was given, and its nature. May ho explained to 
mo that a certain number of mon, the most trust- 
worthy, were selected from the King’s household 
to accompany different divisions of the army when 
] on any pariiciihir expedition. These men are 
called King’s wives on account of the reliance and 
trust placed in them. Their duty is to report, by 
private messenger to the King, any luiscoiiduct or 
neglect of the superior ofiicerb; but in this in- 
stance, his orders were to receive any rcpoit oi 
complaint I might have to advance against luy 
captain, or any cahoceer or chief iu any of the 
towns through which I might pass. In the event 
of my making any complaint, a messenger, who 
is also sworn, is despatched to head-quaitcrtb, to 
report it to the King'. 

Ills Majesty had given orders that as soon a^ 

* The paths lue so narrow ui most instances as only to admit 
ot one foot at a time, and are sometimes ti\o feet deep 
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I was quilo ready to marcli, a messcngcij ^vlio 
was lu waitingj sliould Idc dcspatclicd to tlie palace 
to inform liim. The messciigerj upon Ills return^ 
comnninioatcd the King’s desire that I sliould 
remain a few minutes longer, when, to my sur- 
prise, another messenger arrived with tAvo more 
heads of coAvrics and a keg of rum, although he 
had already furnished me Avitli a good supply. The 
King had made arrangements that, upon my pass- 
ing through my OAvn gate to commence the inarch, 
one gun was to he fired as a warning ; upon Avliich, 
iAventy-one guns of heavy ordiiciiice Avere fired in 
succesbiou, accompanied Avith a continuous ralLlc 
of small arms, my hand striking up. One Imlf of 
my guard marched hehlnd me, tlu^ other in front. 
Thus Avc marched for the Kong Mountains. Majdio, 
and several more of the King’s household and prin- 
cipal caboceers, as aycU as many of the principal 
traders and merchants of the town of Abomey, 
accompanied me about a mile on the road, all of 
whom seemed to evince a lively interest in my 
safety and success. After passing through the 
gates of the toAvn, my friends halted, and gave 
me a hearty shake of the hand, Avishing me every 
success. They then returned, and I resumed my 
journey. 

The path, after leaving the gates of the tOAvn a 
fcAV yards, turns short from S,E. to N., and passes 
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tlirongh beautifully cultivated fields, of corn of 
various sorts^ as well as many diflbreiit sorts of 
beans and peas. Many sorts of ground beans arc 
also cultivated hcrcj some of the size and sluipe of 
a large marble, and of a delicious flavour^ com- 
monly used by the natives in soups and stewSj as well 
as scjjiirately. This scene was truly boautifub the 
corn full six feet in liciglitj witli beautiful avIiILc and 
red flowers about a foot in bciglit, so uuiuerous Unit 
at a little distance the ground appeared a continuous 
bed of Ho wers. At short distances were many small 
but neat Icrooins, from wliicli issued tli(3 sable In- 
habitanls to got a sight of the King’s stranger;, as 
they termed me. Many of the most couragcoii'^ 
came close to ilie patli to pay respect tt) mo. 1 
cannot express the delight I now feltj to find my- 
self, after all my dibuppolniincnis, maichings 
and count cniuu eh ings, faiily on the road to ilio 
far-faiiiecl Mouulains of Kong, and under such fa- 
vourable aus^hccs, more Ctopceially after the King 
of Asliantce had refused to let me pass through 
liis country for the purpose. 

After marching seven and a half miles through 
the sort of country I have described, a large town, 
bearing N.W., was pointed out to me, distant two 
miles from the patli. My principal guide infoimcd 
me that several markets were held thcie, as 
well as a market kept close to the path, where pro- 
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•vlbious ready cooked^ as well as peto, are sold for 
tlie accommodation of tiuTcllers* At eight miles 
we found ironstone in a fused state. The soil 
now changed from a red or brown colour to a rich 
black loam^ still well cultivated:, in drills, — a con- 
vincing proof of the advantages derived from the 
instruction of many of the returned slaves from 
the Biazils. Here some of the stalks of corn 
measured seven and eight feet in hciglit. Rico is 
also grown here to a considerable extent, and, like 
some other kinds of giain^ gives four crops in 
twelve moons, or twelve months, as stated by the 
natives. 

After marching eleven miles, wc passed over low 
hills running in a range from N.W. to as 
far as the eye could reach, the night of which was 
gratifying and refteshing to mo, having been now 
so long used to tlie same dull, level country. On 
reaching the top of these hills, though low' in com- 
parison with our Scottish mountains, I felt as if 
released from confinement. halted for a few 

minutes to take the bearing of some objects, 
which my guide pointed out as close to the path, 
several miles ahead. On looking round, and con- 
templating the rich and varied scenery, peculiar 
colour of the sky, and singulaidy formed clouds, 
like those of northern latitudes, my thoughts invo- 
luntarily stole back for a moment to old Albion, 
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and I compared the scene now before me with my 
early recollections of home. No sound of the 
creaking wain or clattering axle^ no voice of the 
plonghboy guiding his team^ broke upon the ear, 
nor clean farmhouse on mountain side — all around 
me was silcirt as death i and although I was on the 
highest eminence of these hills, not a bough or 
leaf was in motion — no bird of any description was 
to be seen oi heard. All was silent as the g'lavc. 
Every thing of animal life seemed glad to conceal 
itself in the shade until the decline of the sun. 

Wc again resinned the march, and at twelve 
miles the path to Cana branched off to the right. 
Cana is the first large town on the main road from 
Abomey to Whydah. After a short journey from 
the above place, we arrived at a I'om antic little 
kroom, surrounded by large and splendid trees 
and beautiful slirubs. The market-place in front 
of the town was completely shaded from the op- 
pressive rays of the sun. Here wc found waiting 
for us some of our luggage-carriers, who had been 
sent on in advance. My Wh3^dah men seemed 
quite fatigued, although their load was light in 
comparison to the size of tlie men ; while on the 
contrary, the women carriers belonging to the 
piincipal officers of my guard iverc quite fresh 
and full of joke, apparently quite delighted with 
their journey. 
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After we had seated ourselves in the marlcet- 
placcj provisions in abundance were placed before 
nsj Avltli plenty of water and peto. Hero I was 
visited by all the head men and women of the 
Icroom, who declared themselves highly gratified 
at having the honour of entertaining the King’s 
stranger. This hroom is named Bobay^ ^ii^d stands 
on a gentle rise, and is of very picture sc[ue appear- 
aiiccj and very clean. 

After remaining about an hour inBobay we re- 
commenced onr journey. The path was now very 
narrow, and wab nearly elobcd lu with sliruha on 
each side. After leaving this kroom about lialf 
a nnle tbe road became clearer. At llils ])lacc we 
mot a small caravan, or trading party, proceeding 
in ail opposite direction to ouvaclvcs. They seemed 
very much burprised at bcciiig me, us well as my 
white man, who, wltli all his boasting, seemed now 
quite exhausted* I therefore dismounted and 
allowed him to take my horse to enable him to get 
along. We were now on the summit of the hilly 
ground, which had been on the rise ever binco we 
left the kroom. The scene and country again 
hecatne open and very interesting, with a beautiful 
valley about two miles to the northward, and on 
the opposite side of the valley a low range of 
hills running from S.W. to N.E. The path now, at 
thirteen miles and a half, changed from E.N.E. 
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to N. 30° towards E. ; and in tlio bottom of tlic 
valley was a beautifully romantic glen-stream run- 
ning to the westward, overhung with many para- 
sitical plants. The sound of the water falling 
over one block of granite after another had a 
pleasing effect as it burst upon my lonely ear, 
long nnaccustomed to such pleasing music of early 
days in my own native Scottish glens. 

I could not help stopping a ininide to gaze ou 
the scene now before me. I may be excused for 
confessing that all my boyish feelings seemed to 
rush around me, and for a moment to ovcrwliclm 
my heart. Tt was but momentary, however, and 
perhaps it is well that the mind of the traveller 
becomes hardemed, oilier wise ho would be unfit ibi* 
the perforniaiicc of his arduous duty. 

After pasbing a short distance fartlier througli 
the bush, composed chleny of the slica liutler- 
tree, as Avcll as tlie male and female palm, 
with many other shrubs of the laurel species, we 
again came upon an open plain, with the exception 
of a few clumps here and there sprinkled over the 
surface, giving it the appearance of a gentleman’s 
jiark in England, were it not for the length and 
rankness of the grass, which is here never less 
than three or four feet. Mountains richly wooded 
now broke upon the view, bearing E.N.E., and 
about eight hundred feet high, witli here and there 



282 


TRAVELS IN 


immense blocks of granite^ slio\^ uig tlielr crowns 
above some of the tallest trees. The soil here, 
at fifteen miles, cliangecl, and I observed small 
blocks or boulders of granite and whin stone, with 
a thin stiatum of sandy clay of a drab colour- At 
nineteen inilcs the patli again changed to N.E., 
and at twenty miles we came upon the small 
kroom of Dtheno, through wliich the 2)ath runs. 

In this kroom is a custom-house for collecting 
i|-?ie clutfcs upon all goods carried tlirough it, from 
whatever part they come. The heaviest duties 
are imposed upon tob.icco and rum, which are 
brought from tlie coast In gj eat c|UcUititle& : these 
goods are chieJly of BidzlHaii and American 
uianufacturc. The rum Ifo invariably of a very 
bad quality. A s)nall duly is also imposed upon 
all regular traders, even on articles of native 
growth or manufacture. This is imposed upon 
the trader instead of license, and is considered 
more fair to the trader ; for should he not sell his 
goods he has not the duty to pay ; but, on the 
other hand, if he has a good trade, he can afford 
to pay the low rates of duty. These custom- 
house establishments are invariably the property 
of some one of the King of Dahomey’s ministers, 
as well as all the duties collected at such establish- 
ments. They are established in all the most 
convenient parts of ceitain districts, by the same 
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rule as our tunipilce-gatcs hr England, so that every 
person must pass llirongli tlieni. These custom^ 
are be stowed by the King as the rewards of conquest 
ixpon his caboceers, — each of his Majesty’s cabinet 
ministers, or caboceers, having an army of his 
own ; and when a war takes place, and the Daho- 
inans prove Yictorions, the town taken is con- 
sidered as belonging to the minister or caboceer 
whose soldiers capture the town ; or rather, his 
right of monopolizing the trade of the town is 
established, so far as to supply it himself Avlth all * 
goods of British maiuifaciuro or produce, with the 
exception of such traders as have obtained permits 
as a proof of their having paid the duly. The trade 
is entrusted to the most confidential or head men 
belonging to the cabocccr owning the trade. I found 
them invarialdy clever, intelligent, and generous 
people. The King also imposes upon each cabocccr 
a slight duty, *.iccordingto the amount of their trade. 

I ought also to mention that in many instances 
during the late wars between the Mahecs and the 
Dahoinans, when any of the caboceers of the 
former surrendered their towns without fighting, 

\ the King of Dahomey allowed them to retain their 
^ own trade unmolested, and at the same time 
reduced the duties to the same scale aa the Daho- 
mans themselves, and also after a time supplied 
their soldiers with fire-arms, having previously 
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no arms but. boAvs and arrows. Tlic King of 
Daliomey commands the wliolc of tlic European 
trade from tlie coast. 

I was very much pleased to find that the King 
had established much better and milder hiAvs than 
existed formerly. These are of an European 
character, with which the generality oF the natives 
seem very avcH satisfied. This custom-house and 
krooin belonged to Mayhoj prime minister of the 
King of Dahomey* I always found him to be 
a man of great t.iknit and bcncvulcuce. Arrange- 
ment^ had, doubtless, heen pie\iously made, so 
iliat al lliis place, Dtliono, we again found jd)uucl- 
anee rerieshineiil, such as pUuly ol' kankie and 
]>c(o, foi my sell’ and soldiers, with good water. 
For mj^sclf and private servants, us well as the 
principal oflico’s of my gnaid, aljiindance of roast 
and stewed fowls, Muscovy ducks, and Guinea 
fowls, were provided. 

At this place wc found numerous traders from 
different pails of tlie country, resting their carriers 
until their scveial duties weic paid and permits 
obtained. The duties are cither paid in kind or 
cowries. After remaining about three-quarters of 
an hour under the shade of some trees of gigantic 
size, both with regard to trunk, limb, and leaf, dur- 
ing which time the usual civilities of prostration 
and throwing dust over the head were pci formed. 
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as acknowledging my superiority^ and their own 
obedience to the King’o Englibh stranger^ and dis- 
tributing some Jew’s-harps, needles, and thimbles, 
we bade our gencious hosts farewell, amidst 
assurances of their pleasure and satisfaction at 
seeing me, and faithful promise to treat me even 
better should I ever again favour them with a 
visit. 

At twen ty- tlircc miles we crossed a small stream, 
called Azowall, running from east to west, the bed 
consisting of blocks of granite of irregular form 
and size. The trees here Avcrc stunted and scrubby, 
owing to the annual burning of tiic grass, which 
is done partly wdth a view of consuming the de- 
cayed vegetable mattei, and partly lo destroy the 
vegetative powers of the shea butter- 1 1 ’cc. The 
dcstruclion of this tree is a suggcbtion of the 
Spanish and Portuguese slave-dealers, the shea 
butter liavlng foi mcily been a consldeiablo aitlcle 
of trade amongst the natives, and it was feared 
would become one of European trade, and tend to 
attract the attention of the natives to its manu- 
facture to the injiny of the slave-trade. The slave- 
dealers of Whydah consequently made interest 
with the King of Dahomey to impose a heavy duty 
upon tlic shea butter exposed in the markets for 
sale. Still the demand of the natives was so nreat 

o 

for this article, that even the duty imposed did not 
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discourage tlicin from the nianuhicfcurc of till 
this duty was doiiblcd. This iinpoBitloii being' 
too heavy, caused the poor natives to establish a 
system of suiuggllng, and, with a view to abolish 
simiggliiig, strict orders wore issued to burn every 
tree in the kingdom of Dahomey, as well as those 
of the Mahcc country subject to the King of 
Dahomey, Still, with all the burning, vegetation 
is so rapid and powerful, that much of the above 
article is a till produced. lu consequence of the 
nianuhicturo being declared illegal, numerous pe«* 
lltions were presented to his Majesty, or rather 
verbally convoyed to him, dccLirlng 1ho medical 
properties of the shea l)uttcr, and its beuelicial 
use as an ointment, as well a& a sLoinachic tonic ; 
and his Majesty, with his cxciuplary goodness of 
heart, notwithstanding the eolicltatlous of the iuobL 
influential slave-dealers, declared the manufacture 
of a certain quantity (sufficient for the above- 
named purpose) to bo lawful tliroughout the whole 
of his dominions, 

A short description of the shea baUcr-tree and 
plant may interest some of my readers. This tree 
has much of the character of the laurel, hut 
grows to Ihe height of eighteen or twenty feet. 
Its leaf is somewhat longer than the laurel, and is 
a little broader at the point; the edges of tho 
leaf are gently curved, and are of a dark sap green 
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colour. The nut is of the form and size of a pigeon’s 
egg, and when ripe is of a dun or light brown 
colour. The substance of the shell is about that 
of an egg, and the kernel completely fills the shell, 
When new it is of a white drab colour, but if 
long kept becomes the colour of chocolate. The 
kernel, when new, is nearly all butter, which is 
extracted in the following manner : — The shell is 
crushed from the kcinel, which is also crushed, 
and then a quantity is put into an earthen pot or 
pan, placed over the fire Avith a portion of Aval or 
and the nut kernels. After boiling sloAvly about 
half an hour the whole is strained through a grass 
mat into a clean vessel, wlien it Is alloAvcd to cool. 
Then, after fotraiiiing the fibrous pait from it, 
it is put into a grass bag and pressed so as to 
oldain all iho oil or butter. Tliis is poured Into 
the first vessel along with the firfot-incntioncd por- 
tion, and Avlicn cold is about the conslaLciicc of 
butter. 

The nuts hang in bunches from the dliTcrcnt 
boughs, but each nut has its own fibre, about 
seven or eight inches long, and about the thick- 
ness and colour of wliip-cord, Tlie nut is aitaohed 
to the fibre in a very singular manner. The end 
of the fibre is concealed by a thin inetiibrmic about 
half an inch wide and three quarters of an inch long. 
This membrane is attaclied to the side of the nut. 
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and when ripe rclinquislies itb hold, and the nut 
falls to the ground j wlicn it is gathered for use. 
A good-bized healthy tree will yield about a 
bubhcl of nutSj but the greater number are not 
so prolific. The trees close to the stream jme- 
sent a more healthy appearance, probably on ac- 
count of being better wateicdj and the fire being 
less powerful close to the stream. 

Besides the shea butter-tree^ there are many 
other beautiful trees^ amongst which I observed 
the tamaiind, the cpiasliie^ and different species of 
the mimosa, and running plants. The aloe is also 
in gi eat alnindaius^ hcrC; and in seed. 

At 1 \v(‘i]ty-Poiir iniles wc crossed a valley run- 
ning NAV". and S.h]. '^Phis valley is (liichly wooded 
with large trees henutifully adorned with A^aidous 
lunning plants and thiclc underwood, so much so 
as nonidy to close up the palli, which 1 b, as I have 
described already, at all timcB very nairow. At 
twen ty “five miles, bcaiing NN.E. and on tbeh'ftof 
the path, arc immense mountains or blocks of granite 
witli large detached fragments on the summit At 
twenty-six miles and a Imlf, and four miles to 
the eastward, are the ruins of a former large 
town, named Managlwa. This town was romantic 
cally situated on an elevated position amongst 
an immense cluster of singularly formed spirab 
rocks, much resembling broken columns or spires 
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of several hundred feet in. height, rising far above 
the tops of the tall and beautiful trees which 
clothe the mountain. This town was one of the 
frontier, or first towns in the Mahee country, and 
one of the first which was destroyed by the 
Dahomans after the Mahccs declared war against ‘ 
the King of Dahomey. My guide informed me 
that the whole of tlie population were either killed 
01 ' taken as slaves, and the town set on fire. The 
inhabitants arc said to have fought desperately, 
preferring death to defeat. The King and all hit* 
oaboceers or headmen were killed, and their heads 
arc still j^i’cscrvcd at Daliomcy as trophies of 
victory. 

At twenty-seven miles, bearing N. 10^* W. the 
countiy again l)ocamc level, and presented cul- 
tivated patches at intervals along the path, with 
small krooms at short distances. The bccnery 
now became beautiful and striking, the moiui- 
tains to the east, north, and west, forming an 
amphitheatre . Close to the main path, along which 
wo were passing, arc small markets, Ixeld at the 
tern; nus or junction of minor paths, branching off to 
small towns or krooms at some distance. The arti- 
cles exposed in these markets for sale are generally 
very limited, consisting chiefly of provisions and 
articles necessary on the journey, such as kanlde, 
ronst beef, and elephants’ flesh, as well as boiled 


VOL. I. 


O 



290 


TllAVELS fiS7 


pork and goats’ flesh; and the following vcgotahlert 
ready cookcdj yams, manioc, and sometimes 
sweet potatoes. The native traveller mayfor a 
few cowries obtain refreshment at these places. 
Water is sold at these markets at a very high 
price, as well as peto. 

At thirty-two miles, bearing north, the country 
la still open and level close to the base of the moan- 
tains, at this place distant eastward four miles, 
ivestward eight miles, and north twelve miles. At 
thirty-three miles wo arruod a(, Sethi Dean, so 
named after tlic family, or headman residing liere 
as collccior of the customs. Tins custom-liousc 
belongs to Mayho, the King of Dahomey’s prime 
minister. ITcve is a fine qiiadrangnlai’ court-yard, 
three sides of whieli are ibrmed by a close broad 
hedge of various shrubs, witli an outer hedge of 
the prickly bm^li, tlie rcmahiing side composed of 
different apartments or huts, for the accommoda- 
tion of the officers of customs, and also for carriers 
of goods, who may be weary and unable to proceed 
farther till recovered from their fatigue. Here is 
also a guard of soldiers, who perform similar duties 
to our police-officers in England, and afford pro- 
tection to all goods deposited in their charge. 

In this place wc were again supplied with plenty 
of provision, water, and peto, and were desired to 
remain till the caboceer of Setta, a large town one 
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mile farther^ where we were to lodge for the night, 
should come and meet ns, and take us into the 
town with military lionouVvS. My people were 
now all much fatigued after thirty-three miles 
march on a very narrow and rough path, and 
under a tropical sun, so that they were glad of 
the opportunity thus afforded them to oh tain a 
little rest. 

After icniainiug an hour, Iho approach of the 
cabocccr of Set fa and his soldiers was announced 
by the noise of their drums and horns, formed of 
small elephants’ teeth. My soldiers were no^v 
ordered again to fall in, in marcliiug order, and 
to receive the cabocecr, who in a sliort time after- 
wards entered the quadrangle, escorted by about 
two liundrcd well-armed soldiers, dhe troops 
were drawn u[) similar to our form of relieving 
guard. The cabocecr, his capiain, and other 
officers, advanced to the front till within four 
paces of the spot where T stood. They then 
prostrated themselves on the ground. liaising 
themselves to their knees, tliey remained in a 
kneeling posture, rubbing themselves over the 
head and arms with dust ; and then again they 
stooped to kiss the dust in token of liumiliation 
and submission to the King’s stranger, and Queen 
of England’s captain, as they called me. 

After the usual coinjdimentary palaver on such 
o 2 
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occasions^ tTac caboccer and soldiers of Sctta 
commenced dancing to them rude music. Tlioir 
dances j however^ arc anything hut what an 
Englishman would consider dancing, for they 
very seldom use their feet, but go through a 
uuinber of fanciful movements, according to the 
taste of the individual performers. The principal 
movements are by throwing the shoulders back- 
wards and forwards, in some degree resembling 
the gymnastic exercise used in drilling onr English 
soldier in order to expand the chest, but much 
quicker. Aiiotlier motion used by them, which is 
considered tlio most amusing in the danc(‘, is a 
rotatory movemcni of the hips, changing to a 
backward and forward motion of a most disgust ing 
description. After Ihls party Inul perfonned their 
dance, my guard went througli a similar dance. 

It was now about aunset, and I was very 
anxious to proceed, for, as my readers will recollect, 
tlicre is no twilight within the ti’Opics, therefore as 
soon as the sun disappears from the horizon all be- 
comes dark as midnight. We accordingly resumed 
our march, and at thirty-four miles arrived at the 
town of Setta, where wc were met by all the 
inliabitaiits. A number of the caboceer’s people 
met us with torches, it being rather dark. Here 
Ihe crowd was so great, as to prevent my progress 
for upwards of half an hour. After this wc 
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advaucecl to tlie inarlcet-place^ ivblcli is under 
the shade of three large trees, with branches of 
enormous extent. Here they again coinmenccd 
dancing, being generally joined by the in- 
habitants of the town. I now dismounted, and 
seated myself under one of the trees till this 
ceremony was finished, when I presented the cap- 
tain of each party of soldiers with a cou])lc of 
flasks of rum, lo give a dram to cacli of their 
men, or at least to give them each a taste; after 
which, we were shown to our cpiarters. These 
were iniuh belter than 1 expected, lleing very 
tired, I was soon stretcluKl on my uiab but 
was luiudi disturbed l)y the caboceer sending a 
liaiid of picked musicians, with instruments some- 
thing similar to the hautlioy. Although the 
sounds wore nut void of melody, still tlieir abscuee 
to me at this time would have been a great 
j'elief ; but as 1 knew they were sent with a view 
to amuse me, I bore the annoy auce with tolerable 
grace. 

In about an hour after entering' my quarters, 
numerous large calabashes of provisions of various 
doscriptions, with plenty of peto and water, Avere 
brought into the court-yard, and placed in front 
of my quarters. This Avas a present from the 
caboceer for myself and soldiers. After the usual 
forms of tasting had been gone through, I ordered 
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tho provision to be divided amongst niy soldiei'^ 
and private servants, of course reserving some for 
myself, binding my servant Maurice in a feveidsh 
state I gave him some medicine, in hopes that a 
night’s rest might improve his condition, and after 
a few visits from different parties of influence in 
Retta, I was allowed to retire to rest. I felt 
thankful to be left alone, and in a few niimitos 
fell asleep, forgetting once more the anxieties and 
cares of my chequered life. My slumbers were 
sweet and refreshing, and niy little mat was io 
me equal to a bed of down, and mudi more com 
veiiient, us it could be rolled up like a sheet ol‘ 
paper, and carried in the liaiuL 

July 10th. — Early in the morning, 1 was 
awakened by the cabococr’a messenger, who had 
been sent to inquire after luy health. Thank God, 
I was well and quite refreshed, and felt no longer 
the fiitigue of the previous clay’s journey. JSTol so, 
however, my poor white servant ; he was still 
suffering much, and was in a high fever. I again 
administered James’s fever powder and sedative of 
opium. Soon after the messenger’s return the 
caboceer and principal officei^s came to my house, 
or quarters, to pay their morning comidimeiits, 
and palaver for about three quarters of an hour. 
During this time T gave each of them a glass of 
rum. They then retired, and in a short time 
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I'eturncJ with aa cnonaous quantity of provisions 
for our breakfast . The dishes, or calabashes, con- 
taining tlic food, were all placed on the ground, 
in the yard in front of my liousc, in order 
according to the different sizes. 

When this arrangement was finished the chief 
oabocecr and attendants advanced and placed 
tlicinselves before me, at the distance of about 
four yards. They then knelt down on both knees, 
iuy own captain or cabocccr following the same 
exainjdc, accompanied by several of liis principal 
officials and lieadmem Those, however, placed 
tlieiiiselvcs in my front, facing the funner party. 
Tlic cabocecr of Setta then commenced a very 
clever conipllincnlary s})ccch, declaring liis own 
great satisfaetioi], as well as that of all his people, 
at Ijcliig honoured with a visit from the King’s 
English stranger; and at the same time expressing 
a hope that 1 and other Englishmen might again fre- 
quently visit his country. Thanks were returned 
by the captain of my guard in the name of his 
Majesty tlie King of Dahomey. Both parties then 
prostrated themselves, kissing the ground and 
throwing dust over their heads, and rubbing them- 
selves all over the head and arms with the same. 
Next lie presented me with the food which had been 
sent, the tasters toncliing each dish as they were 
named, similar to the inode of touching and call- 
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ing oif messes in a. soldier’s mess-room, The pots 
und calabashes amounted in all to thiriy “Seven in 
iiLimberj some containing as imrcb as an English 
biisbeL 

The natives are in general very good cooks, 
and contrive to make a great number of dishes 
from the same material. Of the animals cooked 
were bullocks, roasLed and boiled, as well as 
stewed, sheep, goats, venison, and the young 
elephant, pork both roasted and boiled, fowls, 
Guinea fowls, Muscovy duclcs und turkeys; and 
of vegetables, yams, manioc, sweet potato, India 
corn or maize, with numerous varieties of under- 
ground peas, as well as many other sorts above 
ground. Their food Is generally higlily seasoned 
with pepper and palm-oil, which, when fresh, has 
an excellent flavour, and is very wholesome, 

It should always be remembered, that the palm- 
oil imported into England is not the same as tliat 
used by the natives. The oil sent to England is 
merely the outside of tlio nut, similar to the outside 
of a plum or any other stone fruit. The oil ex- 
l)orted is extracted from this pulp, but the palm-oil 
used here in cooking is extracted from the kernel 
taken out of the stone of the palm-nut. It is 
equal to our best salad oil. A vegetable called 
accrO) of great utility, is generally used in soups. 
It is boiled till quite stringy, and is given to 



WESTBUN AFRICA. 


297 


invalids. It is said to be -very strengthening. 
Shalots and different sorts of pepper are also much 
used, as "well as bananas and plantains. 

After the usual ceremony of presenting me 
with provisions had been gone through, and I had 
thanked my generous host, the cabocecr and his 
attendants repeated the same form of prostration 
and throwing dust over their heads, and rubbing 
dust over the arms and head, aclcnowlcdglng my 
thanks. I’he caboceer’s and my own taster now 
commenced tasting every dish, in order to shew 
me that everything was good and wholesome. 
Then, after drinking water witli the cabocecr, as 
a inaih of sincere friendship, we were left to devour 
our food, my soldiers and other pco]ilc using their 
naked fingers even in eating stews and sou^is, and 
each individual endeavouring to cope with his 
comrade. "VVe were also furnished with plenty 
of polo, which is here immiifactured in a superior 
manner. 

After breakfast several Dahoman traders came 
to pay court to me. One of them presented me 
with a very large Guinea fowl, (]^ulte black, with 
jet black legs. The caboceer also presented me 
with two of the common Guinea fowl, and some 
of the traders or merchants from Dahomey sub- 
scribed and purchased some goats, and some peto, 
which they presented to me. In fact, during the 



whole day ])reseiits were arriving from different 
pai'liea. Amongst tlieni ^va& a very old woman, 
apparently about ninety years of age, and nearly 
blind. Tills poor old creature, anxious to show 
her loyalty to the King and respect for his stranger, 
pres on ted me witli two eggs and four strings of 
cowries, in all probability all that she possessed 
in the Avorld. She expressed her shame at making 
so small a present, but I assured her that a white 
man did not estimate a gift according to its in- 
trinsic value, bul according to the in ten lion with 
which it was l)efetoAved, and told ht'r to remember 
that the Great Fetish above, Qod Almiglny (For 
tliey have an idea of such a Ihung) did not (‘sti- 
mate our gifts hy tlieir inagnitudc, but by the 
purity and sinccu'ity of tlic lioari» In return for 
her present 1 gave her as much as I did to those 
who had given me a hundred times tlie value. 
This seemed to give universal sali&laction to the 
multitude assembled. After receiving the presents 
the poor old woman prostrated herself after the 
mannei' of her country, and remained in a kneeling 
posture till she had sung a song in praise of the 
white stranger. 

A little harmless deception was here attempted 
to bo played off at my expense by one of the soldiers 
of my guard. This young man was one of the 
King’s liiintsmen, and being anxious to compete 
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with tliG others who made me presen ts^ by some 
means procured a very large Guinea fowl. Making 
a liole ihrougli tlic neck of the bird with a knife, 
or some similar instrument^ he assured me upon 
presenting it to me, that lie always shot bis birds 
ill the neck, and with bullets. This 1 knew was 
not true ; and u])on making some further in- 
quiries, with a view to asceriaiu whether tliib wa^- 
the suggestion of his own brain or proc'eeded 
from others, I loarnt that he had been prompted 
by others, ];)robahly with a view to raise* my 
opinion of their superior skill in shooting. I soon 
coiivinccd thcin^ however, of my total disbclicl* of 
their being able to strike any prescribed part ol‘a 
bird of much larger dimensions tlinii the Oiilnea 
fowl, and offered the man ten liead of cowries if 
lie would even lilt a bird in tlic neck fastened to 
a peg stuck into the ground. Tlie caliocccr, how- 
ever, refused to allow him to try. Of course tliis 
objection saved the young huntsman’s credit ibr 
the present, hut I had made uj) my mind to test 
his capabilities on the first occasion wlilcli might 
present itself. In the iiieantlnic I made him a 
present of a paper of needles and a thimble for the 
fowl, for which he seemed very grateful. 

Having received so much kindness from every- 
body in this place, I determined to make a 
general distribution of needles, having upwards 
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of six thousand wiili me for the purpose of 
giving RAvay. News to that effect soon spread 
through the toAvm so that iny court-yard ay as 
soon filledj and hundreds Avaited outside. With 
some difficulty I cleared a siiuill space for myself 
to sit down and distrllmte my needles, giving four 
needles to groAvii Avomon and tAvo to female 
children j but I soon found several of the young 
ones come a second time. As soon as the cahoceer 
became aware of this, he gave orders that any one 
Avho should be dclecled coming a second time 
should he flogged. This threat had the desired 
effect; still a cousldcrablc time elapsed bclbro 
I had finished inalcing iiiy ])reBentvS to tlio female 
portion of the assemhlngo. The cahoceer very 
jiidiciouBly hinted the nccessily of cither reducing 
the distribution in number, or confining it to the 
old people, remarking that I had many other 
tOAvns and countries yet to pass througlu This 
advice was well timed, and I fortliAvitli acted 
upon it, although some hundreds arrived after I 
had loft off. 

Dinner-time had now arrived, and a messenger 
came to inform me that it was on the way to my 
house. After a feAV minutes a quantity of provisions 
exceeding that of the morning Avas placed before 
me in the same manner as before, and with the same 
ceremony as I have already described. I selected 
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such dishes as I preferred for myself anti peof)lC;> 
and the rest were given to the soldiers. After 
dinner the cabocecr bent his head messenger to 
ask if I would allow him to order a parade of 
his soldiers to dance before me for my amuse- 
ment, Of course etic|uettc demanded my assent, 
but I postponed the honour till I had taken a 
survey of the town and its neighbourhood, and 
had made some observations upon its soil and 
productions. This pro]) o sal was readily assented 
to, and after I had dressed myself in uniform, I 
mounted my little charger, and rode round part 
of the town, acconipauied by all iny own private 
servants, except iny own white servant, hiaurice, 
who was still suffering from ill ness. During my 
ride I came in contact Avith the horse of the 
ca[)taln oi’ my guard. My own as well as his 
being entire horses, made some desperate ctforts 
to come in contact with one atioihcr, and I Avas 
obliged to punish mine severely Aviih the f^pur, 
which caused him to plunge and kick violently. 
The people seemed very mucli astonished, and 
expressed their admiration of the white man’s 
horsemanship. 

Horses are not bred in this country, conso- 
q^uently very few of the natives ever saAv a horse, 
except at Dahomey, Avhithcr a few are sent as 
presents to his Majesty. The rider is invariably 
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held on the anlmars back by two inenj who walk 
on each side. After I had taken a survey of the 
lown^ which occupied about an hour and a half, 
I returned to the market-place, where I found all 
nxy owm soldiers (with the exception of those 
who had accompanied me) as also the soldiers 
of Setta; the market-place being comfortably 
sliaded from the sun by largo trees, gave the 
sisscmblagc a very imposing appearance. 

I now disiiionntcd, and scut my horse to the 
stable. A scat liaving been [n’cparcd lor nxc, T took 
my position by Lbc Hld(‘ of iny ciiplaln, tbo soldiers 
of Setta connneiieing tlic ainuboinent by daiieing of 
ihe most singxdar descrl[)tion ; the motion b(‘ino 
chiefly, as before described, from tbo lilps and 
shoulders — an excellent gymnahtle exercise, nn<l 
well calculated to strengthen the limbs and 
expand the chest. After a few awkward leaps 
they were formed up, and ordered to charge; 
upon which an irregular rush was made in the 
direction of a supposed enemy. During this 
operation an irregular fire was kept uj), wdth 
shouts or yells. They then suddenly returned, 
each soldier bringing with him a bough or a 
handful of grass, and laying the same at the 
feet of the cabocecr or captain. These are con- 
sidered as heads cut off their enemies in the 
charge with the short swoul, which is carried by 
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all soldiers^ as well as a musket. My guard now 
took their turn in the dauce^ and went tlirough 
the same manoeuvres as fchc former. After this, 
both parties sat down pretty well tired. I then 
distributed a quantity of rum amongst the cab(j- 
ccers and headmen, to give amongst their people, 
which was received witli shouts iji niy praise. 

I could not help strongly contrasting tlic elide- 
rent dispositions of the })eoplc Imre and those on 
the couvst. The pcojde of this country arc governed 
by good laws, and altliougli to Europeans they may 
appea)' very stringent, yet they are (pilto necessaiy 
to gOYCni a savage ])oople. Alter my friends had 
drank iiiy health, aiid 1 had returned the coinpli- 
mciit, I went ))ack to iny cpuirlcvs, where I found 
my wdiite man Mauriee a little recovered, but still 
obliged to lie down. 

Again I was visited by all tlic head people of 
Setta, many of wliorii ashed me very slirewd 
(piestions respecting England, our trade and 
manufactures. The extent of our shipping, and 
our power on the ocean, seemed to suiprise them 
most of anything. Of this they had a previous 
knowledge, from visiting Dalioaiey, and no doubt, 
hoard there of tlie capture by us of so many 
slavers. In a short time sujiper arrived. My 
visitors remained with me until a lute hour, when 
I was glad to go to rest. 



TIlAVm.S IN WnSTlUlN ai-muoa. 

The town of Sotta is siliiatod on a gently rising 
grounclj commanding a view to a great cllhtanco In 
all directions. The soil is a rich loam of a clay 
colour. Corn is grown here in abundancCj and of 
various sorts ; ginger is also cultivated here. The 
country abounds Avith gaincj partridges, and Guinea 
fowl. Cattle here arc very good^ and numerous 
in proportion to what I observed on the coast. 
Sheep and goats arc lierc also in alnmdanco. The 
domestic fowls are the Guinea fowl, coinnion 
fowh and Muscovy diu^k, as av(‘11 ns the conn non 
duck of Eng] and. Ei goons ai’c gen or idly I'ound 
in great abundance in all Ihc tOAVus and Ailkiges. 
Tlie cabocecr of Setia is a very tine man in ])orsoii> 
about six feel in height^ and well formed, and 
Avitli good features and a pleasing oxprossuui. 
Before IcaAung Ills town he present ccl me with a 
A^cry fine bullock. 

Setta contains about nine thousand inhabitants. 
Their worship is pagan, but they are not at all 
prejudiced against any other religion. They 
manufacture the earthenware Avlilch they use in 
this place. The toAvn is surrounded by a clay 
wall about the height of seven feet only and three 
feet thick. 
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